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May 2011  

NEWSLETTER 

2011 FSA County Committee 
Elections 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) county committees is im-
portant to ALL farmers and ranchers, whether be-
ginning or long-established, large or small. It is 
crucial that every eligible producer participate in 
these elections because FSA county committees are 
a link between the agricultural community and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture.   

County Committee (COC) members are a 
critical component of FSA operations.  The intent 
is to have the COC reflect the makeup of the pro-
ducers and to represent all constituents.  This 
means wherever possible, minorities, women or 
lower income producers need to be on the commit-
tee to speak for these under-represented groups.   

County committees provide local input on 
commodity price support loans and payments, con-
servation programs, incentive, indemnity and dis-
aster payments for some commodities, emergency 
programs and payment eligibility. 

FSA county committee  members apply their 
judgment and knowledge to make local decisions 
and operate within official regulations designed to 
carry out federal rules, regulations and laws.  

 
Election Period 

 June 15, 2011  
COC nomination period begins.  

 August 1, 2011  
COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at the 
local USDA Service Center 

 November 4, 2011  
COC ballots mailed to eligible voters 

 December 5, 2011  
Last day to return completed COC ballots to the 
USDA Service Center 

 January 2, 2012  
Newly elected COC members take office 

 
Who Can Hold Office 
To hold office as a county committee mem-

ber, a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria 
as follows: 

 Participate or cooperate in a program adminis-
tered by FSA 

 Be eligible to vote in a county committee elec-
tion 

 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a 
candidate 

Candidates must not have been: 

 Removed or disqualified from the office of 
county committee member, alternate or em-
ployee 

 Removed for cause from any public office or 
have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embez-
zlement or any other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of 
the armed services. 

For more information about county com-
mittee elections, contact the county office staff. 

 
Nominations 
COC member seats up for election this 

year are currently held by Fred Wilkinson 
(LAA2—northern Humboldt County) and   
Theresa Marvel (LAA4—northern Lander 
County).   

Nominees must complete and sign form 
FSA-669A available at USDA Service Centers 
and online at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
Internet/FSA_File/
fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf.  For your 
convenience,  this form is also included on 
page 2 of the newsletter. Once completed mail 
form to the county office at 1200 E. Winne-
mucca Blvd., Winnemucca, NV 89445. 

Nomination forms for the 2011 election 
must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by close of business on 
August 1, 2011.   

Agricultural producers who participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program may be nomi-
nated for candidacy.  For more information 
please contact the county office 
at (775) 623-5025. 

 
Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of 

legal voting age (18 years) may be eligible to 
vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal voting 
age but supervises and conducts the farming 
operations of an entire farm may also be eligi-
ble to vote. More information about voting eli-
gibility requirements can be found in the FSA 
fact sheet titled “FDA County Committee Elec-
tion—Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a 
County Committee Member.” 
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SURE Program 
The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pro-

gram (SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue 
losses due to natural disasters that incurred in the 
crop years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be 
eligible for SURE payments, a producer is required 
to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties 
or, if crop insurance is not available, to participate 
in the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) ex-
cept for grazed acreage.  However, crop insurance 
or NAP coverage is no longer required for crops 
that are not of economic significance or those 
where the administrative fee required to buy NAP 
coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the 
definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Re-
source, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher are ex-
empt from the risk management purchase require-
ment.   

The following are the conditions that trigger 
SURE payments:   

 At least one crop of economic significance must 
suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible 
disaster condition. (These are crops  that contrib-
uted or would have contributed at least 5% or 
more of the total expected revenue from all 
crops on the farm.)  

 Producers in counties declared disaster counties 
by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous 
counties, or those who show proof of an individ-
ual loss of at least 50% are eligible to receive 
SURE payments for crop producer or crop qual-
ity losses.  Losses are measured with considera-
tion to the whole-farm revenue, which includes 
crop insurance indemnities and commodity pro-
gram payments, so that producers are not paid 
more than once for the same loss.  

A SURE calculator is available at:  http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?
area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure.  The calcu-
lator is not official, but is intended for educational 
use.  A fact sheet and backgrounder are also avail-
able online. The deadline for filing 2009 SURE 
applications is July 29, 2011. 
 

NAP Records 
Production records for individual crops need 

to be filed at the FSA office to establish an ap-
proved NAP yield.  If this is your first year in NAP, 
you can provide production and acreage informa-
tion from prior years to establish your yield.  If you 
participated in NAP in previous years, you must 
report your production and acreage on a yearly 
basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records sub-
mitted must be reliable or verifiable and need to 
show crop disposition.  We recommend producers 
submit production records as soon as harvest is 
complete.  All production records must be sub-
mitted by the subsequent crop year’s final acre-
age reporting date. 

 

NAP Loss Filing 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to re-

port failed acreage and prevented planting and may 
be completed by any producer with an interest in 
the crop. Timely filing the Notice of Loss is re-
quired for ALL CROPS INCLUDING 
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the  
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-
576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 
when losses become apparent. This also includes 
losses due to flood damage. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage 
report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calen-
dar days of the final planting date for the crop. 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all 

tracts having the same owner and the same operator 
under one farm serial number.  When changes in 
ownership or operation take place, a farm reconsti-
tution is necessary.  If multiple owners and/or op-
erators do not agree about program participation 
and want to separate acres by programs, for exam-
ple to enter only a segment of property into the new 
ACRE program, then producers should inquire 
about a reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA 
office. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process 
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land 
based on the farming operation.  NOTE:  to be ef-
fective for the current year, recons must be re-
quested by August 1, 2011 for farms enrolled in 
specific programs. 

 
DCP Signup  
        Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through 
June 1, 2011. USDA urges producers to make use 
of the eDCP automated website to sign up, or pro-
ducers can visit any USDA Service Center to com-
plete their 2011 DCP contract. 
        USDA computes DCP Program payments us-
ing base acres and payment yields established for 
each farm. Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute regardless of 
market prices. For 2011, eligible producers may 
request advance direct payments based on 22 per-
cent of the direct payment. 

For more information on this or other pro-
grams, simply contact the nearest FSA office.   
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Crop Reporting 
        The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for 
a variety of Farm Service Agency programs.  All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.  Crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be reported.                                                                                                                              
        Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted. Producers need to 
file their acreage reports by June 15th  for all grain crops and July 15th for all other crops including grazing. 
        Prevented Planting: Prevented planting needs be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date. 
        Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must be able to establish to the 
satisfaction of the county committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted through the normal planting period be-
cause of natural disaster conditions. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.625% 

Farm Ownership -  Direct 5.000% 

Conservation Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility (7 year) 2.875% 

Farm Storage Facility (10 year) 3.500% 

Farm Storage Facility (12 year) 3.750% 

Selected Interest Rates for May  2011  
 Dates to Remember 

May 30 Memorial Day Holiday—Office Closed 

June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes 

June 1 2011 DCP Enrollment Ends 

June 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline for all 
Grain Crops 

July 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline for all 
Other Crops Including Grazing 

July 29 2009 SURE Filing Deadline 
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