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Disaster Assistance

The Farm Service Agency has programs avail-
able to assist producers who have experienced
damage from natural disasters recently.

FSA administers several important programs
that help producers recover from disaster damage
and livestock deaths. Among the key programs
available to address impacts from disasters are the
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), the
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP), the Noninsured Dis-
aster Assistance Program (NAP) and the Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Pro-
gram.

Fact sheets for all of these programs can be
found at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on Newsroom,
then Fact Sheets.

Contact the local FSA county office for details.

Attention NAP Producers

Due to the abundance of dry vegetation on
Nevada rangelands the threat of wildfire is ever
present. If you purchased 2011 NAP coverage and
experience a fire on either private land or federal
permits, please call the office as soon as possible
after the fire and report it. NAP regulations state
that a Notice of Loss must be filed 15 days from
the date each covered loss becomes apparent.

Please call the office at (775) 623-5025 for
more information.

Actively Engaged

FSA wants to remind producers about the rules
that govern the requirements to be 'actively en-
gaged' in farming. These rules apply to eligibility
for payments under the Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP) or Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE) program administered by FSA.

Normally the stockholder or a member of a
legal entity must make contributions of active per-
sonal labor and/or active personal management for
the farming operation. The contributions are to be
performed on regular basis, must be identifiable,
and separate from the contributions of others.

The exception to this rule for a stockholder or
member of a legal entity only occurs if both of the
following apply:

e At least half of the interest in the legal
entity is held by stockholders or mem-
bers who are providing active personal
labor or active personal management;
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and

® The total direct payments received,
both directly and indirectly, by the
legal entity and each of the members
don’t exceed $40,000.

eNewsletters and eUpdates
from FSA — watch for more
news!

The Farm Service Agency is exploring
more cost-effective and resource-conserving
options to provide farmers and ranchers with
news, information, deadlines and bulletins from
your state FSA and from your own county FSA
office.

Take a look at the GovDelivery options
now available from the USDA/FSA. Just open
the FSA home page at www.fsa.usda.gov and
click on the E-MAIL UPDATES icon where
you can select your subscriptions. Watch for
more news and the opportunity to sign up to
receive your news via e-mail, quicker and at
less cost.

Adjusted Gross Income
Report to IRS

Producers are reminded they must submit
an Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) verification
consent form (CCC-927 or CCC-928) to the
IRS as soon as possible in order to maintain
eligibility for 2009 and 2010 program benefits.

The consent form authorizes IRS to verify
for FSA whether a payment recipient’s AGI
meets the eligibility requirements for FSA pro-
grams.

Producers who fail to file these forms be-
fore Sept. 2011 will receive a notice from the
National Office stating that the producer is in-
eligible for 2009 and/or 2010 payments. If you
received notice from the National Office
that the information submitted does not
match their records, please contact the office
at (775) 623-5025 as soon as possible. Fail-
ure to act on this notification could result in
your having to refund any payments re-
ceived.

IRS requires written consent from all indi-
viduals or legal entities before verification of
the average AGI can be provided to USDA.
Individuals must submit form CCC-927and
legal entities must submit form CCC-928.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�

Hispanic and Women

Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers
who believe they were discriminated against
when seeking USDA farm loans has been
established.

If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly
denied farm loan benefits to you between
1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or
because you are female, you may be eligible
to apply for compensation.

For additional information on this and
other settlement issues contact:

Hispanic and Women Farmer
Claims Process, please visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888
-508-4429

Pigford — The Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation, please
visit: www.blackfarmercase.com or
call 1-866-950-5547

Keepseagle - The Native
American Farmers Class Action
Settlement please visit:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-
888-233-5506

ONRC

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Farm Storage Facility Loan
Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program allows producers of eligible com-
modities to obtain low-interest financing to
build or upgrade farm storage and handling
facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants
are now required to provide a down payment
of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of
the eligible storage facility and permanent
drying and handling equipment. New loan
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available de-
pending on the amount of the loan. Interest
rates for each term rate may be different and
are based on the rate which CCC borrows
from the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a
partial disbursement and the remaining final
disbursement. The partial disbursement will

be available after a portion of the construction has
been completed. The final fund disbursement will
be made when all construction is completed. The
maximum amount of the partial disbursement will
be 50 percent of the projected and approved total
loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the
FSA county office that maintains the farm's re-
cords. An FSFL must be approved before any site
preparation or construction can begin.

The following commodities are eligible for
farm storage facility loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, pea-
nuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested
as whole grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley
harvested as other-than-whole grain

® Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry
peas

e Hay

® Renewable biomass

®  Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold
storage facilities

For more information about FSFL please visit
your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Rural Youth Loans

FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish
and operate income-producing projects in connec-
tion with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural
groups. Projects must be planned and operated with
the help of the organization advisor, produce suffi-
cient income to repay the loan and provide the
youth with practical business and educational ex-
perience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

® United States citizen or a legal resident alien
(or permanent resident of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands)

® 10 years to 20 years of age
e Comply with FSA’s general eligibility require-
ments

® Reside in a rural area, city or town with a
population of 50,000 or fewer people

e  Unable to get a loan from other sources

® Conduct a modest income-producing project in
a supervised program of work

® Demonstrate capability of planning, managing
and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor. The project
supervisor must recommend the project and
the loan, along with providing adequate super-
vision.
Stop by the county office for help preparing

and processing the application forms.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
http://www.farmerclaims.gov�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com�
http://www.IndianFarmClass.com�

NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

If you believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
L02-4429 or visit
wan. farmerclaims.gov

The claims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.
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NRCS NEWS

The NRCS accepts applications for Farm Bill
programs throughout the year. Agricultural pro-
ducers interested in applying for financially as-
sisted conservation programs in fiscal year 2012
may sign-up now. Final review of all applications
will occur after October 1, 2011. Please call
Craig Plummer at (775) 623-5025 ext. 101 or
Leah Mori at (775) 623-5025 ext. 102 if you have
any questions or need additional information.

Solar Panel

Welcome To
Winnemucca!

Bryan Shupe has joined the NRCS team
in Winnemucca effective July 18, 2011.
Bryan recently graduated from Southern
[llinois University at Carbondale with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Plant and
Soil Science. He will finish his final
course work soon for his Master’s De-
gree in Plant and Soil Science. Bryan is
a soil conservationist and he will be as-
sisting agricultural producers in Hum-
boldt and Lander Counties to address
natural resource concerns on their farms
and ranches.

Watering Facility Installed On

Local Ranch

Rock Creek Ranch, south of Golconda, re-
cently installed a watering facility using cost
share funding from the Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP), administered by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
office in Winnemucca.

The system was designed for approximately
300 head of cattle. A new submersible pump was
installed in an existing well, with electrical power
provided by new solar photovoltaic panels. The
pumped water is conveyed to two new bottomless
troughs through a 1-1/2” diameter HDPE pipe-
line. The troughs are composed of a 21 foot di-
ameter corrugated metal ring embedded in a cir-
cular concrete slab. To prevent ponding of water
around the troughs, gravel was placed around the
perimeter of the concrete slab. Steel pipe was
used to construct a barricade around the troughs.
The barricade will prevent livestock from walking
into the troughs. Wildlife escape ramps were also
installed to help wildlife exit the troughs should
they fall into the water.

Please contact Bill Pellersels at (775) 623-
5025, Extension 109, for more information about
the EQIP Program and technical and financial
assistance provided by the NRCS.

ONRC

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Bottomless Trough
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Attention Producers

Selected Interest Rates - August 2011

90-Day Treasury Bill

0.125%

Farm Operating - Direct

2.125%

Farm Ownership - Direct

4.625%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

1.500%

Emergency

3.750%

Farm Storage Facility (7 year)

2.250%

Farm Storage Facility (10 year)

3.000%

Farm Storage Facility (12 year)

3.375%

MaryAnn is still on leave, so the only staff available to assist producers are Katie Nuffer, State Program Specialist
who is serving as the Acting CED and Denise Cerri. While we will make every effort to keep the office open for regular
*business hours, the Winnemucca FSA Office may not be staffed every Friday, resulting in office closures. Please call the
= office at (775) 623-5025 ext. 121 if you plan to come in on a Friday to make sure that someone will be available to assist

Dates to Remember

Aug. 9-10 Program Training—limited office
staffing
Sept. 5 Office Closed—Labor Day Holiday
Sept. 30 NAP Application for Coverage Deadline
for All Grain Crops
Oct. 31 NAP Application for Coverage Deadline
for All Forage Hay Crops

Dec. 1 Sign-up for NRCS Farm Bill Programs
Continuous | NAP Application for Coverage Deadline

for all Grazing Crops

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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