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Attention NAP Producers

Please turn in your 2011 Production Re-
cords as soon as possible to the county office.

2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-up

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program
(DCP) enrollment begins Jan. 23, 2012 and ends
June 1, 2012.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

1. All producers planting on DCP base acres
must be identified on the DCP/ACRE contract
and receive a proportionate share of DCP/ACRE
payment for the farm.

2. Changes on the farm after enrolling June
1* in DCP/ACRE must be reported to your local
FSA office such as: Ownership changes, Pro-
ducer changes (Individuals and Entities) or
change in crop shares arrangements.

No changes are allowed after Sept. 30, 2012.

Emergency Conservation
Program (ECP)

Farms and ranches suffering severe damage
from the wildfires that occurred on September
30, 2011 may be eligible for assistance under the
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
administered by the Humboldt/Lander Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) County Office if the damage:

e will be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal
assistance is or will be needed to return the
land to productive agricultural use

e caused fences to have been destroyed or
seriously damaged by the fire

e to conservation structures and/or other in-
stallations was serious.

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance
may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75
percent of the eligible cost of restoration meas-
ures. No producer is eligible for more than
$200,000 cost sharing per natural disaster occur-
rence. The following types of measures may be
eligible:

e restoring permanent fences
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e  restoring conservation structures and other
similar installations.

Producers who have suffered a loss from a
natural disaster may contact the local FSA
County Office and request assistance from
December 5, 2011 to January 13, 2012.

To be eligible for assistance, practices must
not be started until all of the following are met:

e an application for cost-share assistance has
been filed

e the local FSA County Committee (COC) or
its representative has conducted an onsite
inspection of the damaged area

e the Agency responsible for technical assis-
tance, such as the Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service (NRCS), has made a needs
determination, which may include cubic
yards of earthmoving, etc., required for reha-
bilitation.

Loans for the Socially

Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs
available to assist applicants to begin or continue
in agriculture production. Funds are available for
operating loans and to purchase or improve farms
or ranches (ownership loans).

While all qualified producers are eligible to
apply for these loan programs, the FSA has pro-
vided priority funding for socially disadvantaged
applicants. A socially disadvantaged applicant is
someone who has been subjected to racial, ethnic
or gender prejudice because of his or her identity
as a member of a group, without regard to his or
her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disad-
vantaged groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics,
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants
who meet all the eligibility requirements and are




NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

ITyou believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
502-4429 or visit:
wnnw farmerclaims.gow

The claims package
wWill have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.
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Hispanic and Women
Farmer Claims Process:

www.farmerclaims. gov

or call
1-888-508-4429

Pigford — The Black
Farmers Discrimination
Litigation:

www.blackfarmercase.c

om or call
1-866-950-5547

Keepseagle - The Native
American Farmers Class

Action Settlment:
www.IndianFarmClass.
com or call
1-888-233-5506

Supplemental Revenue Assis-

tance Program (SURE)

The sign-up for 2010 losses in the SURE
program runs through June 1, 2012.

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm
revenue losses due to natural disasters that in-
curred in the crop year 2010. SURE is avail-
able to eligible producers with qualifying losses
on:

e Farms in counties with Secretarial disaster
declarations, including contiguous coun-
ties, that have incurred crop production or
quality losses, or both, and includes all
crops grown by a producer nationwide,
except grazed crops.

e Any farm in which, for the crop year, the
actual production on the farm because of
disaster-related conditions is 50 percent or
less than normal production of the farm.

Please contact the county office at (775)
623-5025 ext.100 to schedule an appointment.
Also, please be sure to bring your 2010 pro-
duction records with you.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet
their farm credit needs. If you are having trou-
ble getting the credit you need for your farm,
direct and guaranteed loans are currently avail-
able.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guar-
antee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is
reluctant to extend or renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans
have a maximum limit of $1,214,000.

The one-time loan origination fee charged
on FSA guaranteed loans has increased from 1
percent to 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion
of the loan, for loans obligated after October 1,
2011.

To find out more about FSA loan pro-
grams, contact the county office staff.

Katie Nuffer Acting CED

MaryAnn McDermett is currently out of
the office on extended leave. If you have any
questions that you would normally direct to
her, please call Katie Nuffer at (775) 623-5025
ext.104.

Disaster Assistance Programs
The array of FSA disaster assistance programs
include:

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish
(ELAP)

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
Tree Assistance Program (TAP)

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pay-
ments (SURE) Program
To be eligible for SURE, TAP, and ELAP,
producers must purchase catastrophic risk protec-
tion insurance for all insurable crops, and cover-
age for non-insurable crops. For LFP, grazed
land must be covered.

Farm-Raised Fish means all fish being pro-
duced for sale by an eligible producer. In the
case of honey, the term "farm" means all bees and
beehives in all counties that are intended to be
harvested for a honey crop by the eligible pro-
ducer.

Producers who meet the definition of So-
cially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource Producer
or Beginning Farmer or Rancher do not have to
meet this risk management purchase requirement.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers receive CCC-1099-Gs annually
detailing payments from the Commodity Credit
Corporation. The annual report of program pay-
ments on the CCC-1099-G is a service intended
to help FSA customers report taxable income. It
is not intended to replace the producers’ responsi-
bility to report income to the IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or
advise producers about which payments to report
on their income tax returns. However, county
office staff can review payments for accuracy of
data.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity
Credit Corporation (CCC) programs in which
either has an interest. This option is automati-
cally available unless a written request for exclu-
sion is made to the county office staff by either
spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where
spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other
similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on
certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage
Facility Loan documents.
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Happy Holidays!

Wishing you
a very Merry
Christmas
and a safe
and Happy
New Year!

Online Services

Producers with Internet access can fill out a
variety of FSA forms online. Producers can also
register for secure electronic access that will al-
low them to electronically sign and transmit
some forms directly to the county office staff. If
you are new to the website, first you will want to
obtain a Level 2 USDA Service Center Customer
ID and password at: http://www.eauth.egov.usda.
gov/ and the click on “Create an Account Page”
link.

If you already have a Customer ID and
password, then click on the following eForms
website at: http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/
mainservlet and then click on the "Sign In" but-
ton. A disclaimer window will open and after
you read the "Warning message" click on the
"Continue" button.

Then the USDA Web services page will
open to the eAuthentication login page. Enter
your login User ID and password and then click
on the "Login" button. To sign and transmit
forms electronically, you must sign-up and get a
User ID and password.

NRCS NEWS

DRY CONDITIONS PERSIST -
WE’RE IN THE HOLE
COMPARED TO THIS TIME
LAST YEAR

The Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCY) installs, operates, and maintains an ex-
tensive automated system to collect snowpack
and related climatic data in the Western United
States called SNOTEL (for SNOwpackTELeme-
try). The system evolved from NRCS’s Con-
gressional mandate in the mid-1930’s “to meas-
ure snowpack in the mountains of the West and
forecast the water supply.” The programs began
with manual measurements of snow courses;
since 1980, SNOTEL has reliably and efficiently
collected the data needed to produce water sup-
ply forecasts and to support the resource man-
agement activities of NRCS and others.

Climate studies, air and water quality inves-
tigations, and resource management concerns are
all served by the modern SNOTEL network. The
high elevation watershed locations and the broad
coverage of the network provide important data
collection opportunities to researchers, water
managers, and emergency managers for natural
disasters such as floods.

There are four SNOTEL sites in Humboldt
County. The Disaster Peak SNOTEL, located
north of Kings River along the Nevada-Oregon
border, is at an elevation of 6,500-ft. This
SNOTEL site provides data for predicting water

supplies for the Northern Great Basin. The
other three SNOTEL sites are located on the
east side of the Santa Rosa Range. Buckskin
(lower) is located at an elevation of 6,700-ft.,
Granite Peak is located at an elevation of 7,800
-ft., and Lamance Creek is located at an eleva-
tion of 6,000-ft. These SNOTEL sites provide
data for predicting water supplies for the Lower
Humboldt Basin.

The public can access this data at http://
www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov/. Select Smow Survey
(under Information About) on the right hand
side of the page. Then select Precipitation
(under Programs) on the left hand side of the
page. Then select a report under Daily
SNOTEL Data Reports.

Please contact Craig Plummer, NRCS Des-
ignated Conservationist, at (775) 623-5025 ext.
101 if you have any questions or need addi-
tional information.

Total Precipitation

12/7/2010 12/7/2011 12/7/2011
% of % of Snow

Site Name Average Average Depth (in.)
Big Creek
Summit
(Lander)

189 57 0
Buckskin
Lower

146 88 0
Disaster
Peak 233 42 0
Granite Peak

182 66 0
Lamance
Creek

178 54 0
Lower Hum-
boldt River
Basin

174 66
Upper Hum-
boldt River
Basin

195 87
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Stay Current with eNews via GovDelivery - Free
Receive e-mail updates and in some regions even newsletters now with free GovDelivery subscription:
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe. FSA is joining the electronic information age by beginning to send bulletins, reminders
and even newsletters via e-mail to conserve resources and save tax-payer dollars. Get your information better, faster
and at less cost overall with FSA’s free GovDelivery service. If you have questions, call your local office. Note that
other USDA agencies are also implementing GovDelivery, so once you subscribe through FSA, you will get other op-
tions for a variety of USDA bulletins, reports and other information.

Selected Interest Rates - Nov. 2011

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%

Farm Operating - Direct 1.500%

Farm Ownership - Direct 5.000%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 1.500%
Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility (7 year) 1.500%

Farm Storage Facility (10 year) 2.125%

Farm Storage Facility (12 year) 2.375%

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DAVIS, CA
PERMIT #22

Dates to Remember

Dec. 5 COC Ballots must be postmarked or
returned to County Office by Close of
Business
Dec. 26 Closed for Christmas Holiday
Jan. 2 Closed for New Year’s Holiday
Jan.13 LAST day for ECP Sign-up
Jan 23 2012 DCP Enrollment Begins

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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