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2011 DCP Final Payments

DCP payments for 2011 participants are
currently being issued. These payments will
be deposited directly into participating produc-
ers’ personal bank accounts.

If there are any unearned payments, Com-
modity Credit Corporation will automatically
subtract those amounts from the October Di-
rect and Counter-Cyclical Program payments.

2012 DCP Sign-Up

Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter
-Cyclical Program (DCP) begins on Jan. 23
and continues through June 1, 2012. Produc-
ers can make use of the eDCP automated web-
site to sign up, or they can visit the FSA office
to complete their 2012 DCP contract.

Eligible producers receive direct payments
at rates set by statute regardless of prices.

NAP Coverage
DEADLINES APPROACHING

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop. NAP pro-
vides coverage equivalent to catastrophic
(CAT) insurance. Statutes limit NAP coverage
to each commercial crop or agricultural com-
modity, except livestock, for which CAT is not
available.

Application deadlines for 2012 NAP cover-
age for a variety of crops are coming up in the
next few months. Producers who already have
coverage on 2011 NAP crops may choose to
continue coverage on the same crop or crops
for 2012, if the applicable service fee is sub-
mitted by the application closing date. A new
CCC-471, application for coverage is not re-
quired to be signed when applying for continu-
ous coverage of the same crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s)
or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s cover-
age or changing crop shares must file a new
CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applica-
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ble service fee by the deadline.

Producers with NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qual-
ify for benefits:

» Timely file acreage reports and keep
track of harvested production using accept-
able methods. For example, bale weights
or other means of determining quantities of
hay are required.

*File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of
when a loss is apparent, due to drought,
hail and other natural causes.*

*For more information and specific NAP
crop deadlines, contact your nearest Farm
Service Agency office.*

SIGNUP DEADLINES FOR 2012 CROP
YEAR FOR ALL COUNTIES SERVICED
BY THESE OFFICES:
**%*GRAZING CROPS — DEC 1, 2011 FOR
ALL COUNTIES *****
#***PERENNIAL FORAGE (HAY) —

OCT 31, 2011 FOR NV COUNIIES ****
#***PERENNIAL FORAGE (HAY) —
DEC 1, 2011 FOR CA COUNTIES****

!I!PLEASE CALL TO VERIFY OTHER
CLOSING DATES!!

Natural Resources

Conservation Service

Producers interested in getting infor-
mation on NRCS programs in Lyon, Min-
eral, Esmeralda and Northwest Nye Coun-
ties may contact Ed Biggs, NRCS in
Yerington @ 775-463-2855. Producers in
Inyo and Southern Mono Counties may
contact Robert Pearce, NRCS in Bishop @
760-872-6111. In Southern Washoe, Storey,
Carson City, Douglas, Alpine and Northern
Mono Counties, producers may contact
Jim Gifford, NRCS in Minden @ 775-782-
3661ext.3.

Farm Storage Facility Loan

Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program allows producers of eligible com-
modities to obtain low-interest financing to
build or upgrade farm storage and handling




NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

Ifyou believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
1o receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
LO8-4429 or visit
woanw. farmerclaims.gov

The claims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.
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facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants
are now required to provide a down payment
of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of
the eligible storage facility and permanent
drying and handling equipment. New loan
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available de-
pending on the amount of the loan. Interest
rates for each term rate may be different and
are based on the rate which CCC borrows
from the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a
partial disbursement and the remaining final
disbursement. The partial disbursement will
be available after a portion of the structure’s
construction has been completed. The final
fund disbursement will be made when all
construction is completed. The maximum
amount of the partial disbursement will be 50
percent of the approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted
to the FSA county office that maintains the
farm's records. An FSFL must be approved
before any site preparation or construction
can begin.

The following commodities are eligible
for farm storage facility loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans,
oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or bar-
ley harvested as other-than-whole grain

e Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and
dry peas

e Hay

e Renewable biomass

e Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables -
cold storage facilities

For more information about FSFL visit
your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

County Committee Elections

Watch your mailbox for the official
county office committee election ballot start-
ing early in November. Ballots will be mailed
to all eligible voters starting Nov. 4, 2011. If
for some reason you don’t receive a ballot,
feel free to notify the county FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots are due
back in the county office by the close of busi-
ness on Dec. 5, 2011.

Acreage Spot Check Determi-

nations and Notification

Each year the Farm Service Agency com-
pletes spot checks of acreage reports. Acreage
reports are an integral part of farm program
participation. Acreage spot checks are com-
pleted to ensure accurate acreage reports are
used in farm program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected
number of farms in each state. All acreage de-
terminations will be completed using the FSA
Geographic Information System official acre-
ages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of
Determined Acreage will be sent to the farm
operator. Producer notifications will be issued
by FSA as spot checks are completed. Ques-
tions concerning determined acres should be
directed to your local FSA office for further
explanation.

Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-
flow wagon is like quicksand, it can kill
quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a
person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.

The mechanical aspects of grain handling
equipment, also presents a real danger. Augers,
power take offs and other moving parts can
grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and
missing shields, are dangerous enough for
adults; not to mention children. It is always
advisable to keep children a safe distance from
operating farm equipment.

Always use extra caution when backing or
maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure every-
one is visibly clear and accounted for before
machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive
crop year, and that begins with putting safety
first.

Farm Loan Program Limits

The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet
their farm credit needs. If you are having trou-
ble getting the credit you need for your farm, or
regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaran-
teed loans are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guaran-
tee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is
reluctant to renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans
have a maximum limit of $1,214,000 starting
on Oct. 1, 2011. .
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The one-time loan origination fee charged
on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and oper-
ating loans has increased from 1 percent to 1.5
percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan,
for loans obligated after Oct. 1, 2011.

To find out more about FSA loan programs,
contact the county office staff.

Beginning and Limited
Resource Farmers
FSA assists beginning farmers and or mem-
bers of socially disadvantaged groups to fi-
nance agricultural enterprises with financing
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
e Has operated a farm not more that 10
years
e  Will materially and substantially partici-
pate in the operation of the farm
e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial manage-
ment program sponsored by FSA
e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 per-
cent of the county’s median size.

| The Farm Service Agency makes loans to
| rural youths to establish and operate income-

' producing projects in connection with 4-H

clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with
the help of the organization advisor, produce
sufficient income to repay the loan and pro-
vide the youth with business and educational
experience. The maximum loan amount is
$5,000.
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
e United States citizenship or a legal
resident alien
e 10 years to 20 years of age
e Comply with FSA’s general eligibility
requirements
e Reside in a rural area, city or town
with a population of 50,000 or fewer
people
e [nability to obtain a loan from other
sources
e (Conduct a modest income-producing
project in a supervised program
Demonstrate capability of planning,
managing and operating the project
under guidance and assistance from a
project advisor.
e The project supervisor must recom-
mend the project and the loan and pro-
N vide adequate supervision.

Emergency Livestock
Assistance Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides compensation to eligible
producers of livestock, honey bees and farm-
raised fish for losses due to disease, adverse
weather, or other loss conditions, including
losses caused by blizzards and wildfires.
ELAP is for losses that are not covered by
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE).

Eligible producers under ELAP may re-
ceive assistance for losses that occur on or af-
ter Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011, dur-
ing the calendar year in which the loss occurs.
Eligible losses include feed losses, physical
losses and additional costs incurred in provid-
ing feed to eligible livestock.

The two parts to ELAP applications are: a)
notice of loss, b) application for payment.

An application for payment cannot be filed
without a notice of loss.

There are no late filed provisions for
ELAP. Producers with eligible losses must
timely file an acreage report on grazing land
acres, honey bee colonies and farm-raised fish
pond acres.

Eligible physical losses of honey bees and
honey bee hives due to adverse weather or loss
conditions are eligible under ELAP. Producers
will be required to provide documentation of
beginning and ending inventory of honey bee
colonies when claiming a physical loss of
honey bees or honey bee hives. Additional
ELAP information is available at FSA county
offices or on line at www.fsa.usda.gov

eNewsletters and eUpdates
through GovDelivery!

The Farm Service Agency is providing more
cost-effective and resource-conserving options to
deliver news, deadlines and bulletins. You have the
option to receive information instantly and elec-
tronically from your state or local FSA office di-
rectly to your farm or ranch. Several states already
have GovDelivery for news releases.

Take a look at your current state and county
options for electronic delivery by visiting the FSA
home page at www.fsa.usda.gov. Click on the
small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you en-
roll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic sub-
scriptions via e-mail. For more information contact
your FSA state office and watch for more news and
opportunities to sign up to receive your news
quicker and at less cost via e-mail.
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Selected Interest Rates - Oct. 2011 Dates to Remember

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% Oct. 31 Deadline to purchase NAP for forage
Farm Operating - Direct 1.750% Nov. 11 Office closed for Veterans Day
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.250% Nov. 24 Office closed for Thanksgiving
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 1.500% Dec. 1 Deadline to purchase NAP for grazing
Beginning Farmer or Rancher Dec. 26 Office closed for Christmas
Farm Storage Facitlity-7YR 1.500%

Farm Storage Facility-10YR 2.125% 2.125%

Commodity Loans 1996 - Present 1.125%

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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