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2011 DCP Final Payments

DCP payments for 2011 participants will
be issued after Oct. 1, 2011. These payments
will be deposited directly into participating
producers’ personal bank accounts.

If there are any unearned payments, Com-
modity Credit Corporation will automatically
subtract those amounts from the October Di-
rect and Counter-Cyclical Program payments.

2012 DCP Sign-Up

Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter
-Cyclical Program (DCP) begins on Jan. 23
and continues through June 1, 2012. Produc-
ers can make use of the eDCP automated web-
site to sign up, or they can visit the FSA office
to complete their 2012 DCP contract.

Eligible producers receive direct payments
at rates set by statute regardless of prices.

Livestock Forage Disaster

Program

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) provides compensation to eligible live-
stock producers who suffer grazing losses for
covered livestock due to drought conditions or
fire on federally managed land.

Eligible livestock producers may receive
assistance for eligible livestock grazing losses
that occur due to drought or fire on or after
Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011, during
the calendar year in which the loss occurs.

Applications for LFP can only be accepted
after the national office has sent notice of a
qualifying drought, or if USDA prohibits pro-
ducers from grazing normal-permitted live-
stock on federally managed land due to a fire.

For 2011, sign-up applications must be
filed no later than 30 calendar days after the
end of the calendar year in which the grazing
losses occurred. Losses must occur in the cal-
endar year the application is being filed.

Additional Information about LFP includ-
ing eligible livestock and fire criteria is avail-
able at county FSA offices or online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Emergency Livestock
Assistance Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides compensation to eligi-
ble producers of livestock, honey bees and
farm-raised fish for losses due to disease,
adverse weather, or other loss conditions,
including losses caused by blizzards and
wildfires. ELAP is for losses that are not
covered by Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), or Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE).

Eligible producers under ELAP may
receive assistance for losses that occur on
or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1,
2011, during the calendar year in which the
loss occurs. Eligible losses include feed
losses, physical losses and additional costs
incurred in providing feed to eligible live-
stock.

The two parts to ELAP applications are: a)
notice of loss, b) application for payment.

An application for payment cannot be
filed without a notice of loss.

There are no late filed provisions for
ELAP. Producers with eligible losses must
timely file an acreage report on grazing
land acres, honey bee colonies and farm-
raised fish pond acres.

Eligible physical losses of honey bees
and honey bee hives due to adverse
weather or loss conditions are eligible un-
der ELAP. Producers will be required to
provide documentation of beginning and
ending inventory of honey bee colonies
when claiming a physical loss of honey
bees or honey bee hives.

Additional ELAP information is avail-
able at FSA county offices or on line at
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

Ifyou believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (LSDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 becausze
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
LOB-4429 or visit:
winw farmerclaims.gov

The claims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.

USDA  unitea States.
= __—— Dopartmento
ol grcunure

VB i St opporkindy prrvidar 3 ST R

Farm Storage Facility Loan

Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program allows producers of eligible com-
modities to obtain low-interest financing to
build or upgrade farm storage and handling
facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants
are now required to provide a down payment
of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of
the eligible storage facility and permanent
drying and handling equipment. New loan
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available de-
pending on the amount of the loan. Interest
rates for each term rate may be different and
are based on the rate which CCC borrows
from the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a
partial disbursement and the remaining final
disbursement. The partial disbursement will
be available after a portion of the construc-
tion has been completed. The final fund dis-
bursement will be made when all construc-
tion is completed. The maximum amount of
the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of
the approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted
to the FSA county office that maintains the
farm's records. An FSFL must be approved
before any site preparation or construction
can begin.

The following commodities are eligible
for farm storage facility loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans,
oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or bar-
ley harvested as other-than-whole grain

e Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and
dry peas

e Hay

e Renewable biomass

e Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables -
cold storage facilities
For more information about FSFL visit
your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Just announced: SURE 2010
Signup for the SURE Program for 2010 crop losses will
begin November 14, 2011 and end June 1, 2012.

More details to follow in next month’s newslettet.

County Committee Elections

Watch your mailbox for the official county
office committee election ballot starting early
in November. Ballots will be mailed to all eli-
gible voters starting Nov. 4, 2011. If for some
reason you don’t receive a ballot, feel free to
notify the county FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots are due back
in the county office by the close of business on
Dec. 5, 2011.

Acreage Spot Check Determi-

nations and Notification

Each year the Farm Service Agency com-
pletes spot checks of acreage reports. Acreage
reports are an integral part of farm program
participation. Acreage spot checks are com-
pleted to ensure accurate acreage reports are
used in farm program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected
number of farms in each state. All acreage de-
terminations will be completed using the FSA
Geographic Information System official acre-
ages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of
Determined Acreage will be sent to the farm
operator. Producer notifications will be issued
by FSA as spot checks are completed. Ques-
tions concerning determined acres should be
directed to your local FSA office for further
explanation.

Conservation Funding

The Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) is offering financial and technical
assistance to help agricultural producers apply
conservation practices on their private allot-
ments. Producers are encouraged to apply for
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), Agricultural Management Assistance
(AMA) or Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
(WHIP) by October 28, 2011 to be considered
in the next funding cycle.

Contact Christie Scilacci for more informa-
tion on each program.
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Correction to
NAP deadlines:

e Last month’s
newsletter incor-
rectly stated the
2012 NAP closing
dates. See the
corrected dates
below:

e 9/30/11 was the
closing date for
grain crops

e 10/31/11 is the
closing date for
forage crops

o 12/1/11 is the
closing date for
grazing crops

Farm Loan Program Limits
The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet
their farm credit needs. If you are having
trouble getting the credit you need for your
farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct
and guaranteed loans are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guaran-
tee if you’ve had a setback and your lender
is reluctant to renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000
starting on Oct. 1, 2011. .

The one-time loan origination fee charged
on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and op-
erating loans has increased from 1 percent to
1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the
loan, for loans obligated after Oct. 1, 2011.

To find out more about FSA loan programs,
contact the county office staff.

Hispanic and Women

Farmers and Ranchers
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic
and women farmers and ranchers who be-
lieve they were discriminated against when
seeking USDA farm loans has been estab-
lished.

If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly
denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or be-
cause you are female, you may be eligible to
apply for compensation. For additional infor-
mation contact:

Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims
Process: www.farmerclaims.gov
or call 1-888-508-4429.

Pigford — Black Farmers Discrimination
Litigation: www.blackfarmercase.com
or call 1-866-950-5547.

Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:
www.IndianFarmClass.com

or call 1-888-233-5506.

Beginning and Limited
Resource Farmers
FSA assists beginning farmers and or mem-
bers of socially disadvantaged groups to fi-
nance agricultural enterprises with financing
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
e Has operated a farm not more that 10
years
e  Will materially and substantially partici-
pate in the operation of the farm
e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial manage-
ment program sponsored by FSA
e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 per-
cent of the county’s median size.
Additional program information, loan ap-
plications, and other materials are available at
your local USDA Service Center. You may
also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Rural Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural
youths to establish and operate income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Pro-
jects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce suffi-
cient income to repay the loan and provide the
youth with practical business and educational
experience. The maximum loan amount is
$5,000.
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
e United States citizenship (which in-
cludes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands) or a legal resident alien
e 10 years to 20 years of age
e Comply with FSA’s general eligibility
requirements
e Reside in a rural area, city or town
with a population of 50,000 or fewer
people
e [Inability to obtain a loan from other
sources
e Conduct a modest income-producing
project in a supervised program of
work as outlined above
e Demonstrate capability of planning,
managing and operating the project
under guidance and assistance from a
project advisor.
The project supervisor must recommend
the project and the loan and provide ade-
quate supervision.
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eNewsletters and eUpdates through GovDelivery!

The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective and resource-conserving options to deliver news,
deadlines and bulletins. You have the option to receive information instantly and electronically from your state or lo-
cal FSA office directly to your farm or ranch. Several states already have GovDelivery for news releases.

Take a look at your current state and county options for electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at

www.fsa.usda.gov

Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic sub-
scriptions via e-mail. For more information contact your FSA state office and watch for more news and opportunities

to sign up to receive your news quicker and at less cost via e-mail.

Selected Interest Rates - Oct. 2011

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%

Farm Operating - Direct 1.750%

Farm Ownership - Direct 4.250%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- 1.500%
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loan—7 year 1.500%

Commodity Loans 1996 - Present 1.125%

Dates to Remember

Oct. 21st COC Meeting @ 1:00 pm

Oct. 31st NAP Signup Deadline for Forage Crops

Oct. 28th Deadline for Conservation Funding
Cycle—EQIP, AMA, WHIP

Nov. 11th Veterans Day—Office is Closed

Nov. 14th 2010 SURE Signup begins

Dec. 1st NAP Signup Deadline for Grazing

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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