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FSA COC Nomination Deadline

County committee members play a crucial role
in helping the county office staff implement the
Farm Bill Programs. Producers can have an
impact on the election of the county committee
by nominating eligible candidates by the August
3, 2009, deadline.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must
complete and sign form FSA-669A. The form
and other information about FSA county com-
mittee elections are available online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov. Click on News &
Events, then County Committee Elections.
Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be
postmarked or received in the local USDA Ser-
vice Center by close of business on Aug. 3,
2009

FSA county committee members make deci-
sions on disaster and conservation programs,
emergency programs, commodity price support
loan programs and other important agricultural
issues. Members serve three-year terms.
Committees consist of three to five members
who are elected by eligible local producers.

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning
Nov. 6, 2009. Completed ballots are due back
at the local county office by Dec. 7, 2009 either
via mail or in person.

Crop Reporting Deadline

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm,
whether idle or planted. In Nevada, the pro-
ducer certification deadline for forage is nor-
mally July 15 but has been extended to August
14,

The annual requirement of reporting to the
FSA office can be referred to as crop report-
ing, acreage reporting, or crop certification.
Filing an accurate and timely report for all
crops and land uses, including failed acreage,
can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of
Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland
on the farm must be reported to receive bene-

fits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram, marketing assistance loans and Load De-
ficiency Payments.

NAP Deadlines and Program
Changes for 2010

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) deadlines for various crops are com-
ing up as early as Oct. 31, 2009. Contact your
local office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for dead-
lines and details for your crops. When low yields,
loss of inventory or prevented planting occurs due
to natural disaster, NAP can provide financial as-
sistance. NAP coverage may be continued for
each subsequent year for the same crop or crops,
if the producer pays the applicable service fee by
the next year’s application closing date.

Eligible producers must apply for coverage of
non-insurable crops and pay the applicable ser-
vice fees at their local FSA office. The service
fee is $250 per crop or up to $750 per producer
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of
$1,875 per producer with farming interests in mul-
tiple counties. Limited resource producers are not
subject to annual fees.

NAP coverage may be continued for each subse-
quent year for the same crop or crops, if the pro-
ducer pays the applicable service fee by the next
year’s application closing date.

Eligible producers must apply for coverage of
non-insurable crops and pay the applicable ser-
vice fees at their local FSA office. The service
fee is $250 per crop or up to $750 per producer
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of
$1,875 per producer with farming interests in mul-
tiple counties. Limited resource producers are not
subject to annual fees.

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack
Announces New Livestock In-
demnity Program

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today an-


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

nounced that eligible ranchers and livestock
producers can begin applying for benefits under
the provisions of the Livestock Indemnity Pro-
gram in the 2008 Farm Bill on July 13.

"This program will provide livestock producers
with a vital safety net to help them overcome
the damaging financial impact of natural disas-
ters," said Vilsack.

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), admin-
istered by the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA), provides assistance to producers for
livestock deaths that result from disaster. LIP
compensates livestock owners and contract
growers for livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather, in-
cluding losses due to hurricanes, floods, bliz-
zards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat and
extreme cold. Eligible losses must have oc-
curred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct.
1, 2011.

The following table provides the final dates to
file a notice of loss and/or application for pay-
ment for either 2008 or 2009 livestock losses.

Date of Live- | Final Date | Final Date to
stock Death |to File a No-| Submit an
tice of Loss | Application

for Payment

Calendar Year |Sept. 13, Sept. 13, 2009

2008 2009

Jan. 1, 2009 to |Sept. 13,
July 12, 2009 2009

July 13, 2009 (30 days after [Jan. 30, 2010
to Dec. 31, |death is ap-
2009 parent

Jan. 30, 2010

Specific provisions for the other supplemental
agricultural disaster assistance programs au-
thorized by the 2008 Act - the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP), the Supplemental
Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), the
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey
Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) and the
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) - will be im-
plemented through separate rulemakings and
announced at a later date.

For more information on available supplemental
disaster assistance programs, please visit your
FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

Documenting Death Losses
A. Compiling Death Loss Documenta-

tion

Livestock producers who have incurred eligible
2008 and/or 2009 eligible livestock death
losses because of eligible adverse weather
events shall be advised to begin compiling their
livestock death loss documentation according
to this notice.

Note: Producers shall be advised that death
loss documentation will not be accepted by
County Offices until their LIP applications are
filed.

B. Proof of Death

To be eligible for assistance under LIP, each
livestock producer must provide verifiable
documentation of livestock deaths. Adequate
documentation must be provided that proves
the death of eligible livestock occurred as a di-
rect result of an eligible adverse weather event
in the calendar year for which benefits are be-
ing requested. The quantity and kind of live-
stock that died as a direct result of the eligible
adverse weather event during the calendar
year for which benefits are being requested
may be documented by, but is not limited to:

[1 bank or other loan documents
J FEMA records

[J records assembled for tax purposes
[1 National Guard records

[J private insurance documents
[J production records

[J property tax records

[J purchase records

[ rendering truck receipts

[J veterinarian records

[ written contracts.

C. Producer Records

If adequate verifiable proof of death records
documentation is not available, the livestock
producer may provide reliable records, along
with verifiable beginning and ending inventory,
as proof of death.

Reliable records may include, but are not lim-
ited to:

[J brand inspection records

[0 contemporaneous producer records existing
at the time of the event

[0 dairy herd improvement records

(] pictures



[] vaccination records.

D. Certification of Livestock Deaths by Third
Parties

Certifications of livestock deaths by third parties
may be accepted only if verifiable proof of
death records or reliable proof of death records
along with verifiable beginning and ending in-
ventory records are not available and all of the
following conditions are met:

[1 the livestock owner or livestock contract
grower, as applicable, certifies in writing:

[1 that there is no other verifiable or reliable
documentation of death available

[1 the number of livestock, by category deter-
mined by FSA, were in inventory at the time
the applicable adverse weather event oc-
curred

[1 the physical location of livestock, by cate-
gory, in inventory when the deaths occurred

U other details required for FSA to determine
the certification acceptable

[ the third party is an independent source who
is not affiliated with the farming operation,
such as a hired hand, and is not a “family
member”; that is defined as a person whom
a member in the faming operation is related
as lineal ancestor, lineal descendant, sibling,
spouse, or otherwise by marriage, and pro-
vides a written certification that provides all
of the following:

[ name, telephone number, and address

[0 specific details about their knowledge of the
livestock deaths

[0 their affiliation with the livestock owner or
contract grower

[0 the accuracy of the deaths claimed by the
livestock owner or contract grower, such as,
but not limited to the number and kind/type of
the participant’s livestock that died because
of the eligible adverse weather event

[ other details required by FSA to determine
the certification acceptable.

Verifiable Inventory Documentation

Documents that may provide verifiable evi-
dence of livestock inventory include, but are not
limited to, any or a combination of the following:

[J canceled check documentation

[J balance sheets

[1 inventory records used for tax purposes
[J loan records

U private insurance documents

[ property tax records

[ sales and purchase receipts
(1 veterinary records

0 brand inspection receipts

] chattel inspections.

Farm Operating - Direct 2.500%
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.625%
Limited Resource 5.000%
Farm Ownership - Down Pmt 1.500%
Emergency 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility 3.250%
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%

Farm Reconstitutions

Q)

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the
same owner and the same operator are
grouped under one farm serial number. A re-
constitution — or recon — is the process of com-
bining or dividing farms or tracts of land based
on the farming operation. To be effective for
the current year, recons must be requested by
August 11 for farms enrolled in specific pro-
grams.

Different methods for doing recons are:

Estate Method — the division of bases, allot-
ments and quotas for a parent farm among
heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may
be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or own-
ership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold
to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is
transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a
tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a
tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract
ownership is transferred to two or more per-
sons. In order to use this method the land sold
must have been owned for at least three years,
or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller
must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of
bases in the same proportion that the DCP
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the
DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a
parent farm with each tract maintaining the
bases attributed to the tract level when the re-
constitution is initiated in the system.
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Dates to Remember

Independence Day Holiday -
July 3 Office Closed
July 22 COC Meeting

Last Day to complete 2009
Aug 14 Acreage Report for all other

crops (including grazing)
Aug 14 DCP & ACRE signup deadline

Conti Continuous Conservation Re-
ontinues
serve program

Visit our Web site at
www.fsa.usda.gov/nv

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic in-
formation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program infor-
mation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a com-
plaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




