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NEWSLETT

FHappy New Year and Welcame 2011!

County Committee Election
Results

Congratulations to MAX REID, JR and
ANNETTE HARRIS on their re-election
to the County Committee! They have
worked hard to make the committee a
viable one as is evidenced by the elec-
tion results. Max was re-elected to repre-
sent LAA 1 and Annette was re-elected
to represent LAA 3. The election results
for Local Administrative Area.

LAA 1:

Max Reid -- Re-Elected
Don Phillips — 1st Alternate
Daren Jenson — 2nd Alternate

LAA 3:

Annette Harris — Re-Elected
Douglas Wiersma — 1st Alternate

FSA appreciates all of the voters for tak-
ing the time to complete the election bal-
lot. The county committee system works
only because of your participation.

The committee members will hold their
organizational meeting January 12, 2011
to determine who will serve as the county
committee chairman and vice-chairman.

Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance
program (NAP) is a federally funded pro-
gram that helps producers reduce their
risk when growing food and fiber crops,
specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed. These benefits are only available
for crops for which the catastrophic level
of crop insurance is not available. Appli-

cation for coverage must be filed by the
applicable crop’s application closing
date.

Production records for all crops must be
reported to FSA no later than the acre-
age reporting date for the crop for the
following year. FSA requires that any
production reported in a loss year be
verifiable according to Agency specifica-
tions. NAP Losses must be reported
within 15 days of loss.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you
have added or dropped rented land from
your operation, make sure you report the
changes to the office as soon as possi-
ble. You need to provide a copy of your
deed or recorded land contract for pur-
chased property. Failure to maintain ac-
curate records with FSA on all land you
have an interest in can lead to possible
program ineligibility and penalties. Mak-
ing the record changes now will save you
time in the spring. Update signature au-
thorization when changes in the opera-
tion occur. Producers are reminded to
contact the office of a change in opera-
tions on a farm so that records can be
kept current and accurate.

Appeal Process

After an FSA official makes a decision on
your request for USDA services or applica-
tion, you will be sent a letter informing you of
the decision and options your can pursue if
you disagree.

Generally, program participants have three
choices — an informal review with the original
agency decision-maker, an opportunity for
mediation and finally an appeal to the next
level of authority within the agency.



Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign own-
ers of U.S. agricultural land to report their
holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture.
The Farm Service Agency administers this
program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens,
and have purchased or sold agricultural
land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the
closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
(FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of
up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
the property. County government offices,
Realtors, attorneys and others involved in
real estate transactions are reminded to
notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements.

Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation Com-
pliance

Landowners and operators are reminded
that in order to receive payments from
USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible
Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) provisions are required. Farmers with
HEL determined soils are reminded of till-
age, crop residue, and rotation require-
ments as specified per their conservation
plan. Producers are to notify the USDA
Farm Service Agency prior to conducting
land clearing or drainage projects to insure
compliance. Failure to obtain advance ap-
proval for any of these situations can result
in the loss of eligibility and all Federal pay-
ments.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the
county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has
a power of attorney form available that en-
ables you to designate another person to
conduct your business at the office. If you
are interested, please contact our office or
any Farm Service Agency office near you
for more information.

NRCS Announces Increased
Funding for Sage-Grouse
Initiative

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service Chief Dave White announced
increased funding to protect sage-grouse
populations and habitat in Nevada and
10 other western states.

“USDA will continue to provide significant
resources to enhance and preserve sage
-grouse habitat and sustain working
ranches and farms in the western United
States," said White. “The Sage-grouse
Initiative (SGI) supports both sustainable
ranching and healthy sage-grouse popu-
lations by focusing on improving range-
land conditions.”

According to White, Nevada will receive
$6.5 million for the SGI this fiscal
year. NRCS will also provide funding in
the 10 other states where sage-grouse
are found — California, Colorado, Idaho,
Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, South
Dakota, Utah, Washington and Wyo-
ming. Agricultural producers in these
states can apply for financial assistance
to improve sage-grouse habitat or to re-
duce threats, such as habitat fragmenta-
tion, to the birds.

“This is a significant program that meets
a dual purpose: conservation of an iconic
species and improved management of
grazing lands.” said Bruce Petersen,
NRCS Nevada state conservationist.
“We are finding that practices imple-
mented to improve sage-grouse habitat
are the same practices required to main-
tain healthy grazing land for livestock.”

Signups for the initiative are continuous
and producers can apply at any time. An
application cut-off date for this fiscal year
has not yet been determined.

Sage-grouse is a ground-dwelling bird
native to the sagebrush steppe ecosys-
tem of the American West. The birds,
found at elevations ranging from 4,000 to
more than 9,000 feet, depend on sage-
brush for cover and food. For several
decades, sage-grouse populations and
habitat have been declining.

For application assistance or more



mation, contact your local NRCS Office at
744 E North Industrial Way, Ely, NV
89301, phone 775 289 4065.

Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents
on behalf of each other for FSA and Com-
modity Credit Corporation programs in
which either has an interest. This option is
automatically available unless a written
request for exclusion is made to the county
office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where
spouses may not sign on behalf of each
other for partnerships, joint ventures, cor-
porations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on
certain Farm Loan Program and Farm
Storage Facility Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature
authority, feel free to contact your local
FSA office.

Customer Statement

January signals the beginning of a new
year, and a time to starting thinking about
filing taxes. Producers who have signed up
for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 ac-
count will be able to access their farm data
via their Customer Statement.

The Customer Statement puts a range of
USDA services and programs into a single
report that's at your fingertips and available
online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

It allows USDA customers to view their
participation, application and payment
status in various commodity and conserva-
tion programs; information on farm loans;
and conservation plan and land unit infor-
mation.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-Gs
detailing payments producers have re-
ceived from the Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration. The annual report of program pay-
ments on CCC-1099-Gs is a service in-
tended to help our customers report tax-
able income. It is not intended to replace
the producers’ responsibilities to report
income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regula-
tions or advise producers about which
payments to report on their income tax
returns. However, county office staff can
review payments for accuracy.

Farming As A Lifestyle

Most farms in the U.S. are small with 60
percent reporting less than $10,000 in
sales of agricultural products. Of the 2.2
million farms nationwide, only | million
show positive net cash income from the
farm operation. The remaining 1.2 million
farms depend on non-farm income to
cover farm expenses.

Of the nation’s 2.2 million principal farm
operators, 1.2 million report something
other than farming as their primary occu-
pation. Almost 900,000 principal opera-
tors report working off the farm more
than 200 days a year. Farmers working
off-farm grew from 55 percent in 2002 to
65 percent in 2007.

The demographic characteristics of op-
erators on larger farms, with sales over
$250,000, differ from those of small
farms. Operators of larger farms tend to
be younger, are more likely to report
farming as their primary occupation, and
are less likely to work off the farm.

Source: www.nass.usda.gov

Livestock Indemnity Pro-
gram (LIP)

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
provides assistance to producers for live-
stock deaths that result from disaster.
LIP compensates livestock owners and
contract growers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due
to adverse weather, including losses due
to hail, winter storm, blizzards, wildfires,
extreme heat and extreme cold. Eligible
losses must have occurred on or after
Jan. 1, 2010, and before Oct. 1, 2011.

For 2010, livestock owners and contract
growers that suffer a loss of livestock
must file Notice of Loss the earlier of:

30 Calendar Days of when the loss of
livestock became apparent to participant,
OR

30 Calendar days after the end of the
Calendar Year in which the loss of live-
stock occurred.


http://www.nass.usda.gov�
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90 - Day Treasury Bill 0.125% Jan 1 Office Closed — New Year’s Day
Farm Operating - Direct 1.750% Jan 12 COC Organizational Meeting — Caliente, NV
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