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2011 DCP Signup

Enroliment for the 2011 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) has be-
gun and will continue through June 1,
2011. USDA urges producers to make
use of the eDCP automated website to
sign up, or producers can visit any USDA
Service Center to complete their 2011
DCP contract.

USDA computes DCP Program pay-
ments using base acres and payment
yields established for each farm. Eligible
producers receive direct payments at
rates established by statute regardless of
market prices. For 2011, eligible produc-
ers may request partial direct payments
as an advance on the total amount.

Sorghum Checkoff Referen-
dum Scheduled

USDA will conduct a referendum on the
Sorghum Checkoff Program Feb. 1-28,
2011, at local Farm Service Agency
(FSA) offices. Ballots may be obtained in
person, by mail or facsimile at county
FSA offices, or via the Internet at
www.ams.usda.qov/sorghumpage.

Any eligible person engaged in the pro-
duction of importation of sorghum from
July 1, 2008, to December 31, 2010, is
eligible to participate. Individuals are re-
quired to provide documentation such as
a sales receipt or remittance form that
shows they engaged in the production or
importation of sorghum.

Sorghum Checkoff is a national, coordi-
nated, self-help marketing program de-
signed to strengthen the position of sor-
ghum in the market place, maintain and
expand existing domestic and foreign

markets and uses for sorghum, and de-
velop new markets and uses for sor-
ghum.

Livestock Indemnity Pay-
ments (LIP) Program

Nevada producers should be aware that
the LIP program provides benefits for
livestock death losses due to adverse
weather. Losses must be in excess of
normal mortality and must have occurred
after January 1, 2008 and before Octo-
ber 1, 2011. Also, the livestock death
losses must have occurred in the calen-
dar year for which benefits are being re-
quested. Losses to cattle, poultry, swine,
goats, sheep, alpaca, elk, deer, emus,
llamas and reindeer are included for
weather-related losses such as hurri-
canes, floods, blizzards, disease, wild-
fires, extreme heat and extreme cold.
Payments for losses are 75% of the na-
tional average market value of the live-
stock. Producers must notify their local
FSA office within 30 days of the live-
stock loss. For details contact the near-
est FSA Office.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed
to providing family farmers with loans to
meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you
need for your farm or ranch, direct and
guaranteed loans are currently available.

As your lender about an FSA loan guar-
antee if you've had a setback and your
lender is reluctant to extend or renew
your loan.

Farm Ownership loans of Farm Operat-
ing loans may be obtained as direct
loans for a maximum of up to $300,000.
Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum
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indebtedness of $1,119,000. Producers
are encouraged to apply early so that a
loan can be processed and funded in a
timely manner.

FSA employees will assist you in complet-
ing the necessary application and other
forms as well as help you understand what
information is required, where to find it or
who to contact to get it. To find out more
about FSA loan programs, contact your
nearest FSA Office.

Marginal Pastureland Pro-
grams

The purpose of this practice is to remove
nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesti-
cides and other pollutants from surface
runoff and subsurface flow by deposition,
absorption, plant uptake, denitrification,
and other processes, and thereby reduce
pollution and protect surface water and
subsurface water quality while enhancing
the ecosystem of the water body. There
are two programs available — Wetland
Buffer or Wildlife Habitat Buffer. These
programs are offered for 10—20 years with
annual incentive payments. Please con-
tact your nearest FSA Office if this is of
interest to you.

1099 - G is in the Mail

Producers who have received payments
from FSA are also receiving a CCC-1099-
G in the mail. A CCC-1099-G is a report to
the Internal Revenue Service regarding
FSA payments made to Producer during
the previous calendar year. The CCC-
1099-G is a service to assist participating
Producers report taxable income.

When the 1099-G is received, it should be
checked with your records to see that the
amounts are correct. It is not intended to
replace the program participant’s responsi-
bility to report income to the IRS.

ATTENTION: Refunds are no longer
reported on the 1099-G, but will avail-
able online from the FSA Financial In-
quiries (FSA-FI) web-based database.

Program participants with an eAuthentica-
tion user ID and password may access
their refund information at FSAS-FI and
select “Inquiry Type 1099/Refund Reports”.
Refund amounts are displayed on the Pro-

ducer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page.

Conservation Loan Program

Program provides farmers with the fund-
ing necessary to implement NRCS ap-
proved conservation measures on their
land. The available limit for a direct CL is
$300,000, and the limit for a guaranteed
CL is $1,119,000.

The Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) will work with applicants
to develop a conservation plan contain-
ing approved conservation practices.
Examples of some conservation prac-
tices are: water conservation structures,
forest cover, permanent pastures, ma-
nure digesters and other installations.

For more information on a potential Con-
servation Loan, call the local FSA office
and make an appointment with your farm
loan officer.

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME

USDA has a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to establish an electronic information
exchange process for verifying compli-
ance with the adjusted gross income
(AGI) provisions for farm programs.
Written consent fro the IRS to verify AGI
compliance will be required from each
producer or payment recipient. No ac-
tual tax data will be included in the report
that IRS sends to USDA.

The agreement ensures that payments
are not issued to producers whose AGI
exceeds certain limits. The limits set in
the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm
average AGI for commodity and disaster
programs; $750,000 farm average AGI
for direct payments; and $1 million non-
farm average AGI for conservation pro-
gram.

Participants in CCC programs subject to
average AGI rules must submit form
CCC-927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928
(Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue
Service by June 15th. These forms may
be obtained from local FSA or NRCS
offices or online at: http://
forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/
mainservlet.



Actively Engaged

USDA has amended the rules that govern
the requirements to be 'actively engaged'
in farming. These rules apply to eligibility
for payments under the Direct and Counter
-cyclical Program (DCP) or Average Crop
Revenue Election (ACRE) program admin-
istered by FSA.

Normally the stockholder or a member of a
legal entity must make contributions of ac-
tive personal labor and/or active personal
management for the farming operation.

The contributions are to be performed on
regular basis, must be identifiable, and
separate from the contributions of others.

Conservation Loan Program

The Conservation Loan Program (CL) Pro-
gram provides farmers with funding neces-
sary to implement NRCS approved conser-
vation measures on their land. The avail-
able limit for a direct CK is $300,000, and
the limit for guaranteed CL is $1,119,000.

The Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) will work with applicants to
develop a conservation plan containing
approved conservation practices. Exam-
ples of some conservation practices are:
Water conservation structures, forest
cover, permanent pastures, manure digest-
ers and other installations.

If you would like additional information for a
potential Conservation Loan, please call
your local FSA Office and schedule an ap-
pointment to meet with a farm loan officer.

ONRCS NEVADA

Jnited States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Eastern Nevada Snowpack

Clint Anderson from NRCS advises that as
of February 1, 2011 and despite an unsea-
sonably warm and dry month of January,
the Eastern Nevada area remains well
above average in terms of snowpack and
precipitation received. As of February 1°
the area wide snowpack is 151 percent of
average and the area has received 198

percent of the average precipitation nor-

mally received from October 1% thru
February 1%. According to the data gath-
ered from the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service’s SNOTEL system,
as of February 1% eastern Nevada has
the highest percentage of average snow-
pack and precipitation in the State of Ne-
vada.

The water content contained in the snow
is above average for this time of year —
for example, Berry Creek at 9100 feet
elevation is currently 154% above aver-
age with 46 inches of snow; Diamond
Peak at 8033 feet elevation is 73% of
average with 12 inches; and Ward Moun-
tain at 9200 feet is 191% of average with
49 inches of snow.
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Feb 21 Office Closed — Presidents’ Day
90 - Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Jun 1 DCP Filing Deadline
Farm Operating - Direct 2.250%
Jun 15 Deadline — acreage report — small grains
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.750%
July 15 Deadline — acreage report — all crops
Conservation Loan 4.700%
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 1.500% Office closed every other Friday —i.e.
L February 18, March 4th, etc
Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Commodity Loans — 1966 to present 1.250%
Farm Storage Facility—7 yrs 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility — 10 yrs 3.375%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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