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NEWSLETT

Summer Yet?

County Committee Elec-
tions

The election of agricultural producers to
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county com-
mittee starts with the nomination of eligi-
ble candidates.

To become a nominee, eligible individu-
als must sign nomination form FSA-
669A. The form includes a statement
that the nominee agrees to serve if
elected. This form is available at USDA
Service Centers and online at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA File/
fsa0669a commiteeelectform.pdf

Nomination forms for the 2011 election
must be postmarked or received in the
local USDA Service Center by close of
business on Aug. 1, 2011.

Agricultural producers who participate or
cooperate in an FSA program may be
nominated for candidacy for the county
committee. Individuals may nominate
themselves or others as a candidate.
Additionally, organizations representing
minority and women farmers or ranchers
may nominate candidates. Nomination
forms are filed for the county committee
of the office that administers a pro-
ducer’s farm records.

KELLY MILLER currently holds the seat
in LAA 5. His area of representation
covers the Alamo, Hiko, Ash Springs
area. He has performed commendably
on behalf of FSA. Anyone interested in
being an FSA County Committee Mem-
ber must complete and sign nomination
form FSA - 669 A. The form includes a
statement that the nominee agrees to
serve if elected. This form is available at
USDA Service Centers and online.

Compliance

State and county offices shall view and
print their producer spot check lists as
posted on the designated web site. If an
entity is selected from the national data-
base that is no longer farming or partici-
pating in the 2011 crop year, a notation
shall be made on the spot check list. For
more information about the new spot
check selection procedure, feel free to
contact your local office for additional
clarification.

State and county offices shall view and
print their producer spot check lists as
posted on the designated web site. If an
entity is selected from the national data-
base that is no longer farming or partici-
pating in the 2011 crop year, a notation
shall be made on the spot check list. For
more information about the new spot
check selection procedure, feel free to
contact your local office for additional
clarification.

Sodbusting

Farmers and ranchers should be aware
that if they use highly erodible land for
crop production without proper conserva-
tion measures, they risk losing eligibility
to participate in Farm Service Agency
programs.

Before producers clear, plow or other-
wise prepare areas not presently under
crop production for planting, they are
required to file an AD-1026, indicating
the area to be brought into production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice indicates that the area will be highly
erodible land, the producer will be re-
quired to develop and implement a con-
servation plan on the affected acreage,
before bringing land into production.
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Disaster Assistance

The Farm Service Agency would like to
remind crop and livestock producers
throughout states that have recently ex-
perienced severe damage from flooding,
wildfires and tornadoes that FSA programs
are available to assist with recovery.

FSA administers several important pro-
grams that help producers recover from
disaster damage and livestock deaths.
Among the key programs available to ad-
dress impacts from disasters are the Emer-
gency Conservation Program (ECP), the
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Emer-
gency Assistance for Livestock, Honey-
bees and Farm-Raised Fish Program
(ELAP), the Noninsured Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) and the Supplemen-
tal Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE)
Program.

Fact sheets for all of these programs can
be found at www.fsa.usda.qov; click on
Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.

We encourage all who have suffered a dis-
aster due to the recent severe weather
conditions to read the fact sheets and visit
their local FSA county office so they get a
quick start in the recovery process.

NOTICE: Hispanic and/or
Women Farmers / Ranchers

If you believe that the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm
loan benefits to you between 1981 and 2000
because you are Hispanic, or because you are
female, you may be eligible to apply for compen-
sation.

To register your name to receive a claims
packet, call the Farmer and Rancher Call Center
at 1 888 508 4429 or \visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov.

The claims package will have detailed informa-
tion about the eligibility and claims process.

» NAP Records

" Production records for individual crops
| need to be filed at the FSA office to estab-
lish an approved NAP yield. If this is your
first year in NAP, you can provide produc-
tion and acreage information from prior

W years to establish your yield. If you partici-

pated in NAP in previous years, you
must report your production and acreage
on a yearly basis to keep your yield up-to
-date. Records submitted must be reli-
able or verifiable and need to show crop
disposition. We recommend producers
submit production records as soon as
harvest is complete. All production re-
cords must be submitted by the sub-
sequent crop year’s final acreage re-
porting date.

Crop Reporting

The annual, timely and accurate report-
ing of acres for all crops and land uses,
including failed acreage, can prevent
loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs. All cropland on
the farm must be reported to receive
benefits from the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, marketing assistance
loans and Load Deficiency Payments.
Conservation Reserve Program acreage
must be reported to receive annual rental
payments. And, crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be reported.

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland
on a farm, whether idle or planted. Pro-
ducers need to file their acreage reports
by June 15th for grains and July 15th
for all other crops, including grazing.

Prevented Planting: Prevented planting
needs be reported no later than 15 cal-
endar days after the final planting date.

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acre-
age must be filed before disposition of
the crop, and producers must be able to
establish to the satisfaction of the county
committee that the crop failed and was
prevented from being replanted through
the normal planting period because of
natural disaster conditions.

Did Your Bank Change?

If you have changed banks and not noti-
fied FSA, your payment could be de-
layed. Payments are now electronically
transferred into your bank account. If we
are not aware of changes to your ac-
count and have incorrect routing num-
bers, there could be problems. For FSA
to make timely payments, you need to
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notify the office if you close your account or
if another financial institution purchases
your bank. It is important that any changes
in producer’s account such as type of ac-
count, bank mergers, routing number or
account numbers, be provided to the
county office promptly to avoid possible
payment delay.

Note: Please remember that
the Ely FSA Office is closed
every Friday during the sum-
mer months!

Payment Limitations

Anyone that plans to participate in 2011
programs is required to submit a com-
pleted CCC-902, CCC-926, and CCC-901,
if applicable, for payment eligibility and
payment limitation purposes. The form
used previously was called a CCC-502.

Contributions

All partners, stockholders, or members with
an ownership interest in the legal entity
must make a contribution, whether com-
pensated or not compensated, for active--*

e personal labor,

e active personal management, OR

e a combination of active personal labor
and active personal management to
the farming operation;

*Note: there are exceptions for spouses.

Additional information on payment limita-
tions is available at FSA county offices or
on line at: www.fsa.usda.qov

GIS

As part of a program to digitally map the
nation’s farms and fields, the United States
Department of Agriculture has established
the Common Land Unit (CLU) as a stan-
dardized GIS (Geographic Information Sys-
tems) data layer that has allowed mapping
to be integrated easily on a nationwide ba-
sis. The Farm Service Agency manages
this CLU data layer through a distributed
database environment for all field service
centers throughout the country.

Using GIS provides for more consistent
and more accurate land measurements,
such as field acreage and acreage
boundaries of conservation practices,
such as riparian buffers. With high quality
digital imagery, new land use changes
(farm transfers and land subdivisions)
can be easily updated. Maps can be cre-
ated in either paper or digital format for
FSA customers or the public.

More information about the Common
Land Unit and NAIP imagery can be
found by visiting on-line, APFO (Aerial

Photography Field Office) at
www.apfo.usda.gov.
Public Comment Sought

The Nevada State Technical Committee
will meet June 15 to discuss Farm Bill
programs administered by the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice. There are critical issues to be dis-
cussed and input from producers, part-
ners and conservation groups is wel-
come. Funding for energy-efficient irriga-
tion systems, converted agricultural land,
invasive weed control, and conservation
practices installed on public land are
among the topics to be discussed. Is
money being spent in the right places
and on the right practices? The meeting
will be held by videoconference from the
Nevada Farm Bureau office, 2165
Green Vista Dr., #205, Sparks, NV
89431.The remote video locations will be
located in:

Battle Mountain -- Cooperative Exten-
sion, 815 N. Second Street

Caliente -- Cooperative Extension, 360
Lincoln Street

Carson City -- Western Nevada College,
Reynolds Building, Room 102, 2201
West College Parkway

Elko -- Great Basin College, High Tech
Center, #121, 1290 Burns Rd., 89801,
Ely -- Cooperative Extension, 995 Camp-
ton Street

Eureka -- Cooperative Extension, 701 S.
Main Street, Annex Building

Fallon -- Cooperative Extension, 111
Sheckler Road

Owyhee -- Great Basin College SPHE,
Hwy. 225

Tonopah -- Cooperative Extension, #1
Frankie St., Old Courthouse
Winnemucca -- Cooperative Extension,
1085 Fairgrounds Road
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INTEREST RATES
MAY 2011 Dates to Remember

Jun 15 Deadline -- acreage report - small grains
90 - Day Treasury Bill 0.125% July 4 Office Closed -- INDEPENDENCE DAY !
Farm Operating -- Direct 2.750% July 15 Deadline -- acreage report -- all crops in-

cluding grazing

Farm Ownership -- Direct 5.000%
Farm Ownership -- Direct Down Payment, 1.500% OFFICE CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY
Beginning Farmer or Rancher Oct 31 Deadline to purchase NAP for forage
Commodity Loans -- 1966 to present 1.250% Dec 1 Deadline to purchase NAP for grazing
Farm Storage Facility -- 7 yrs 2.625% COC - meet 3rd Wed of month on an “as
Farm Storage Facility -- 10 yrs 3.250% needed” basis

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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