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NEWSLETT

JIndependence Day !

COC Nomination Deadline

County Committees (COC) play a crucial
role in helping the county office staff im-
plement the Farm Bill. Due to the impor-
tant services that COC members pro-
vide, producers are encouraged to par-
ticipate in the FSA county committee
election process by nominating an eligi-
ble candidate by the Aug. 1, 2011, dead-
line.

To become a nominee, eligible individu-
als must sign form FSA-669A. The form
and other valuable information about
FSA county committee elections are
available online at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/internet/FSA File/
fsa0669a commiteeelectform.pdf

FSA county committee members make
decisions on disaster and conservation
programs, emergency programs, com-
modity price support loan programs and
other important agricultural issues. Mem-
bers serve three-year terms. Com-
mittees consist of three to five members
who are elected by eligible local produc-
ers.

Crop Certification Deadline

The annual requirement of reporting to
the FSA office can be referred to as crop
reporting, acreage reporting, or crop cer-
tification. Filing an accurate and timely
report for all crops and land uses, includ-
ing failed acreage, can prevent loss of
benefits for a variety of Farm Service
Agency programs. All cropland on the
farm must be reported to receive benefits
from the Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program, marketing assistance loans and
Load Deficiency Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland
on a farm, whether idle or planted. The
producer certification deadline for graz-
ing is July 15, 2011.

Disaster Assistance

The Farm Service Agency would like to
remind crop and livestock producers
throughout states that have recently ex-
perienced severe damage from heavy
rains, flooding, wildfires and tornadoes
that FSA programs are available to assist
with recovery.

FSA administers several important pro-
grams that help producers recover from
disaster damage and livestock deaths.
Among the key programs available to
address impacts from disasters are the
Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP), the Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP), Emergency Assistance for Live-
stock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP), the Noninsured Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) and the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pay-
ments (SURE) Program.

Fact sheets for all of these programs can
be found at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on
Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.

We encourage all who have suffered a
disaster due to the recent severe
weather conditions to read the fact
sheets and visit their local FSA county
office so they get a quick start in the re-
covery process.

Farm Safety

Summer is an exciting and hectic time on
most farms. Be Carefull! FSA employ-
ees care about our customers.
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Remember to: Walk around machinery and
check shields and guards; make sure the
PTO’s master shield is in place; make sure
Slow Moving Vehicle signs are on machin-

ery.

If you are taking medicine, take it at the
appropriate time and eat on schedule.

If you are working in grain bins know that
flowing grain can Kkill, and it can kill quickly.
It takes less than five seconds for a person
caught in flowing grain to be trapped. Try
not to work alone in bins or confined
spaces, and if that's not possible let some-
one know where you are by checking in
regularly by cell phone.

The American Society of Safety Engineers
(ASSE) offers the following safety tips for
farmers:

1. Educate yourself on farm equip-
ment. Read and follow instructions accord-
ing to the equipment’s manuals about
safety.

2. Conduct regular equipment in-
spections.

3. Don't wear loose clothing while
entering confined spaces such as grain
bins, silos and hoppers as this can prevent
entanglements.

4, Install Rollover Protective Struc-
tures (ROPS) on tractors.

5. Use seat belts while operating
tractors with a ROPS. Do not allow addi-
tional passengers on the tractor with you.

6.  While operating tractors and other
farm equipment, be very cautious on rural
roadways.

7.  Use protective gear when operat-
ing machinery: Be familiar with hazardous
chemicals. Take extra precaution when
handling chemicals such as anhydrous
ammonia, carbon dioxide, methane gas
and hydrogen sulfide.

8. Consistently educate your family
and co-workers about safety practices, es-
pecially children.

NOTICE: Hispanic and/or
Women Farmers / Ranchers;
Native Americans & African
Americans

If you believe that the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied
farm loan benefits, you may be eligible to ap-
ply for compensation at:

Hispanic or  If denied benefits be-

Women: tween 1981 and 2000

Call: 1 888 508 4429

Online: www.farmerclaims.gov

Native If denied benefits be-

Americans:  tween January 1, 1981
and November 24, 1999

Call: 1 888 233 5506

Online: www.indianfarmclass.com

African If denied benefits be-

American: tween October 13, 1999
and June 18, 2008

Call: 1888 472 7826

Online: www.blackfarmercase.com

FSA Farm Loans

FSA is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm
credit needs. If you are having trouble
getting the credit you need for your farm,
or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and
guaranteed loans are currently available.

Ask you lender about an FSA Guaran-
teed Loan if you've had a setback and
your lender is reluctant to extend or re-
new your loan.

Farm Ownership Loans of Farm Oper-
ating Loans may be obtained as direct
loans for a maximum of up to $300,000.

Guaranteed Loans can reach a maxi-
mum indebtedness of $1,119,000. Pro-
ducers are encouraged to apply early so
that a loan can be processed and funded
in a timely manner.

FSA employees will help you complete
the necessary application and other
forms, and help you understand what
information is required, and where to find
it or who to contact to getit. To find out
more about FSA loan programs, contact
the county office staff.



Note: Please remember that
the Ely FSA Office is closed
every Friday during the sum-
mer months!

Planning is the Key!

Conservation programs administered by the
NRCS under the 2008 Farm Bill help people
reduce soil erosion, enhance water supplies,
improve water quality, increase wildlife habitat,
and reduce damages caused by floods and
other natural disasters. Public benefits include
enhanced natural resources that help sustain
agricultural productivity and environmental qual-
ity while supporting continued economic devel-
opment, recreation, and scenic beauty.

The 2008 Farm Bill programs available through
NRCS are voluntary programs that allow the
agricultural producer to customize his/her
needs to the program(s) available. You can
sign up for NRCS programs at any time.
However, by law, NRCS closes application
periods so that the current applications can
be processed and funded.

_ NRCS offers financial assistance to help
~ producers address natural resource con-
cerns on working agricultural lands. These
programs can be split into three groups,
environmental improvement programs,
stewardship programs, and easement pro-
grams.

NRCS in Nevada offers a number of con-
servation programs which provide financial
assistance to landowners as well as a
number of programs which offer technical
assistance.

In order to evaluate applications, NRCS
field employees visit with producer and
complete an on-farm evaluation of the pro-
ducer’'s resource needs and concerns.
Through this evaluation and planning,
NRCS field staff is able to provide the pro-
ducer with alternatives to address the iden-
tified resource concerns. After this initial
evaluation period, the producer can decide
if there is an NRCS program that meets
his/her needs and may be able to assist
with addressing the identified resource
concerns.

Contact the Ely Field Office staff at 775-
289-4065 Cory Lytle, District Conservation-
ist at ext 105; Clint Anderson, Rangeland

Management Specialist at ext 106; Reid
Kelly, Soil Conservationist at ext 109; or
Ed Sturges, Soil Conservation Techni-
cian at ext 112. Or stop by at 744 E.
North Industrial Way, Ely, NV.

Loans for Socially Disad-
vantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs
available to assist applicants to begin or
continue in agriculture production. Loans
are available for operating type loans
and/or purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible
to apply for these loan programs, the
FSA has provided priority funding for So-
cially Disadvantaged Applicants (SDA).

A socially disadvantaged applicants are from
groups whose members have been subjected
to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because
of his or her identity as a member of the group
without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially
disadvantaged groups are women, Afri-
can Americans, American Indians, Alas-
kan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders.

If producers or their spouses believe they
would qualify as socially disadvantaged,
they should contact their local FSA office
for details. FSA loans are only available
to applicants who meet all the eligibility
requirements and are unable to obtain
the needed credit elsewhere.

Foreign Landowner Notifica-
tion

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Dis-
closure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign
owners of U.S. agricultural land to report
their holdings through FSA.

Foreign persons who have purchased or
sold land in the county must report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of
closing. Failure to do so could result in
civil penalties of up to 25% of the fair
market value of the property.
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INTEREST RATES
JULY 2014 Dates to Remember

90 - Day Treasury Bill 0.125% July 4 Office Closed -- INDEPENDENCE DAY !

- . (]
Farm Operating - Direct 2.375% July 15 Deadline — acreage report — all crops
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.750% Aug 1 COC Nominations due in County Office
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 1.500% Aug 26 Clayre’s last day -- retirement at last !!
Beginning Farmer or Rancher OFFICE CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY

. — 0,
Commodity Loans — 1966 to present 1.250% Oct 31 Deadline to purchase NAP for forage
Farm Storage Facility—7 yrs 2.875% : :
Dec 1 Deadline to purchase NAP for grazing

Farm Storage Facility — 10 yrs 3.500%

COC — meet 3rd Wed of month on an “as
needed” basis

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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