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NEWSLETT

Merry Christmas !

Kelly Miller re-elected to
County Committee

KELLY MILLER has been re-elected to
the position of a participating member of
and to represent LAA 5 on the County
Committee. Kelly and his family reside in
Hiko where Kelly’s farming operation is
located. Kelly has been a great asset to
the County Committee, and we look for-
ward with enthusiastic anticipation to his
participation in the future.

Eligible voters in Local Administrative
Area 5 who did not receive a ballot
should contact the FSA County Staff.

Move with FSA to Instant
Electronic Information

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices
are moving toward a paperless opera-
tion.

Producers can now enroll in the new
GovDelivery system for notices, newslet-
ters and electronic reminders thereby
discontinuing the slow and costly paper
copies received through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is
working smarter and more efficiently.
Conversion to electronic notifications via
email helps conserve resources and
save taxpayer dollars.

County Committee ballots will continue to
be mailed to all eligible producers.

Subscribe now to receive free e-mail up-
dates at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
subscribe or use the box “Sign up for
updates” on the FSA home page.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed
to providing family farmers with loans to
meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you
need for your farm, direct and guaran-
teed loans are currently available.

Ask you lender about an FSA loan guar-
antee if you have had a setback and your
lender is reluctant to extend or renew
your loan. Farm ownership loans or farm
operating loans may be obtained as di-
rect loans for a maximum of up to
$300,000. Guaranteed loans have a
maximum limit of $1,214,000. The one-
time loan origination fee charged on FSA
guaranteed loans has increased from
one percent to one and a half percent of
the guaranteed portion of the loan, for all
loans obligated after October 1, 2011.

LDPs for Unshorn Lamb
Pelts

Eligible Producers have until January 31,
2012, to apply for Loan Deficiency Pay-
ments (LDP) for unshorn lamb pelts pro-
duced during the 2011 crop year.

Eligible Producers must have beneficial
interest in the pelts, owned the lambs for
at least 30 calendar days before the date
of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb
for immediate slaughter. Producers must
also comply with wetland conservation
and highly erodible land conservation
provisions on all lands they operate or
have an interest in.



To qualify for payment, pelt must have
been produced by an eligible producers
from live unshorn lambs of domestic origin
in the United States.

NOTICE: Hispanic and/or
Women Farmers / Ranchers;
Native Americans & African
Americans

If you believe that the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm
loan benefits, you may be eligible to apply for
compensation at:

Hispanic or  If denied benefits be-

Women: tween 1981 and 2000

Call: 1 888 508 4429

Online: www.farmerclaims.gov

Native If denied benefits be-

Americans: tween January 1, 1981
and November 24, 1999

Call: 1 888 233 5506

Online: www.indianfarmclass.com

African If denied benefits be-

American: tween October 13, 1999
and June 18, 2008

Call: 1888 472 7826

Online: www.blackfarmercase.com

Loans for the Sociaily Disad-
vantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs avail-
able to assist applicants to begin or con-
tinue in agriculture production. Funds are
available for operating loans and to pur-
chase or improve farms or ranches
(ownership loans).

While all qualified producers are eligible to
apply for these loan programs, the FSA
has provided priority funding for members
of socially disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is
someone who has been subjected to ra-
cial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of
his or her identify as a member of a group,
without regard to his or her individual quali-
ties.

For purposes of this program, socially dis-
advantaged groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Na-

tives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to appli-
cants who meet all the eligibility require-
ments and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

Online Services

Producers with internet access can fill
out a variety of FSA forms online. Pro-
ducers can also register for secure elec-
tronic access that will allow them to elec-
tronically sign and transmit some forms
directly to the county office staff. If you
are new to the website, first you will want
to obtain a Level 2 USDA Service Center
Customer ID and password at: http://
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ and then
click on “Create an Account Page” link.

NRCS - Helping People Help
the Land

The Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) provides technical and
financial assistance to help agricultural
producers and others care for the land.
The assistance is based on an under-
standing that the land — the landscape as
a whole — must be the focus of conserva-
tion.

A Partnership Approach

Since the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s,
NRCS has worked through conservation
districts and others throughout the U.S.
to help landowners, as well as Federal,
State, tribal, and local governments and
community groups conserve natural re-
sources on private lands. NRCS has six
mission goals that include high quality,
productive soils; clean and abundant wa-
ter; healthy plant and animal communi-
ties; clean air; an adequate energy sup-
ply; and working farms and ranchlands.
To achieve these goals, the Agency im-
plements three strategies.

» Cooperative conservation: seeking and
promoting cooperative efforts to achieve
conservation goals.

» Watershed approach: providing infor-
mation and assistance to encourage and
enable locally-led, watershed-scale con-
servation.



* Market-based approach: facilitating the
growth of market-based opportunities that
encourage the private sector to invest in
conservation on private lands.

Conservation Assistance

NRCS helps landowners develop conser-
vation plans and provides advice on the
design, layout, construction, management,
operation, maintenance, and evaluation of
the recommended, voluntary conservation
practices. Programs and other Federal,
State, or local incentive programs may be
available to help producers implement con-
servation practices, as well as provide in-
centives to qualified landowners to protect
their natural resources. Activities include
farmland protection, upstream flood pre-
vention, emergency watershed protection,
urban conservation, and local community
projects designed to improve social, eco-
nomic, and environmental conditions. As
the leading source of technology NRCS
applies it to natural resources conservation
on private lands, develops technical guides
and other Web-based tools for use by land-
owners.

December Farm Service
Agency Office Closure

The Ely office will close on December
15, 2011 and will reopen January 3,
2012. If you need immediate assistance
please contact Claire Kehoe in Elko at
the Farm Service Agency Office by
phone at (775) 738-6445 ext. 106 or
claire.kehoe@nv.usda.qov.

Livestock Disaster Assis-

tance Programs

The 2008 Farm Bill provisions mandated
that the following programs expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2011 and are currently not
available for the 2012 crop year:

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP)

Emergency Livestock Assistance Pro-
gram (ELAP)

According to Farm Service Agency Hand-
book 1-LDAP, eligible forage and livestock
losses due to drought (LFP) or an adverse
weather event (LIP and ELAP) must have

occurred on or after January 1, 2008 and
before October 1, 2011. If you have any
questions, please contact the Farm Ser-
vice Agency.

On behalf of the Ely FSA
Office, we wish to thank all
of you for the cooperation
and friendship expressed
this past year. Friends are
the FAMILY we choose for
ourselves. They are like
the fruitcake of life -- some
nutty, some soaked in alco-
hol, some sweet -- but mix
them together and they’re
friends. Have a fantastic
day! Smile and laugh al-
ways!
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90 - Day Treasury Bill 0.125% OFFICE CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY
Farm Operating - Direct 1.500%
F hip - Di .3759

arm Ownership - Direct 3.375% Dec 15to | OFFICE CLOSED -- Vi on Christmas
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 5.000%

Jan 3 Vacation !

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 1.500%
Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Commodity Loans — 1966 to present 1.125%
Farm Storage Facility—7 yrs 1.500%
Farm Storage Facility — 10 yrs 2.125% COC — meet 3rd Wed of month on an “as
Conservation Loan 3.375% needed” basis

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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