
Noninsured Crop Disaster Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP)Assistance Program (NAP)  

The noninsured crop disaster assistance 
program (NAP) is a federally funded pro-
grams that helps producers reduce their 
risk when growing food and fiber crops, 
specialty crops and crops for livestock 
feed.  These benefits are only available 
for crops for which the catastrophic level 
of crop insurance is not available.  Appli-
cation for coverage must be filed by the 
applicable crop’s closing date. 

Production for all crops must be reported 
to FSA no later than the acreage report-
ing date for the crop for the following 
year.  FSA requires that any production 
reported in a loss year be verifiable ac-
cording to Agency specifications.  NAP 
losses must be reported within 15 days 
of loss. 

Commodity Loans Commodity Loans   

Commodity loans, also referred to as 
Marketing Assistance Loans, are avail-
able to producers who share in the risk of 
producing the crop.  To be eligible, you 
must maintain beneficial interest in the 
crop through the time of application.  
Once beneficial interest in a commodity 
is lost, the commodity is ineligible as col-
lateral for the loan -- even if you regain 
beneficial interest. 
 
Violating provisions of a marketing assis-
tance loan may trigger administrative 
actions, such as assessing liquidated 
damages, calling for full payment of the 
loan and denial of future farm-stored 
loans.  The most common violations are 
removing or disposing of commodity be-
ing used as collateral without prior  
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Wishing you a Great New Year !Wishing you a Great New Year !Wishing you a Great New Year !   
2012 DCP/ACRE Sign2012 DCP/ACRE Sign2012 DCP/ACRE Sign---Up Up Up    

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP) enrollment will begin on 
January 23, 2012 and will end June 1, 
2012.   
 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
 
1. All  Producers planting on DCP base 
Acres must be identified on the DCP/
ACRE contract and receive a proportion-
ate share of DCP/ACRE payment for the 
farm. 
 
2.   Changes on the farm after enrolling 
June 1st in DCP/ACRE must be re-
ported to your local FSA Office.  This 
includes ownership changes; producer 
changes (Individuals and Entities; 
change in crop share arrangements. 
 

Get CovGet Cov--Delivery Delivery ----  Instant Instant 
News, UpdatesNews, Updates  

The Farm Service Agency are adopting 
an instant delivery, electronic option.  
Producers can now enroll in the new 
GovDelivery system which will provide 
notices, newsletters and reminders via 
email, rather than costly paper copies 
delivered through the mail. 
 
FSA, like many other organizations, is 
working smarter and more efficiently.  
Conversion to electronic notifications via 
email helps conserve resources and 
save taxpayer dollars. 
 
County Committee ballots will continue to 
be mailed to all eligible producers.  Sub-
scribe right now to receive your free e-
mail updates instantly by going to:  
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.   
 



tion Service announced  three special 
initiatives for conservation funding.  Or-
ganic, On-Farm Energy and Seasonal 
High Tunnel Initiatives are offered 
through the EQIP program of the 2008 
Farm Bill.  Anyone interested must sign 
up by February 3 to be considered in the 
first batching and ranking period.     
 
Organic Initiative 
 
Certified organic producers and those 
producers who are considering a transi-
tion to organic production methods are 
encouraged to participate.  Participants 
are eligible for up to $20,000 in annual 
payments not to exceed $80,000 pay-
ment limit over a 6-year period. 
 
Certified organic producers must provide 
a copy of their Organic System Plan 
(OSP) and certification must be main-
tained for the life of the contract.  Pro-
ducers must also certify they agree to 
develop and maintain on OSP and pro-
vide contact information of applicant’s 
USDA accredited organic certifying agent 
before approval of an EQIP Contract. 
 
On-Farm Initiative 
 
This helps producers install energy con-
serving practices such as residue/tillage 
management, irrigation water manage-
ment, pumping plants, windbreaks or 
shelterbelts, and farmstead energy im-
provements.  Proof of operational energy 
savings for conservation measures to be 
installed must be provided.  Receipts, 
invoices or records of historical energy 
consumption will be used to determine 
the potential benefits during the ranking 
process. 
 
Seasonal High Tunnels 
 
Under this initiative, high tunnels may be 
installed that total up to 2,178 square 
feet in size.  Payments are based on the 
size of the high tunnel being planned and 
installed. 
 
For these initiatives, if funds are still 
available after the first ranking period, 
subsequent ranking and batching dead-
lines will be March 30 and June 1, 2012.  
Producers must meet all USDA program 
eligibility criteria to participate. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

authorization and providing an incorrect 
quantity certification. 

   
NOTICE:  Hispanic and/or NOTICE:  Hispanic and/or NOTICE:  Hispanic and/or 
Women Farmers / Ranchers; Women Farmers / Ranchers; Women Farmers / Ranchers;    
Native Americans & African Native Americans & African Native Americans & African 
AmericansAmericansAmericans   
   
If you believe that the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm 
loan benefits, you may be eligible to apply for 
compensation at: 
 
Hispanic or If denied benefits be- 
Women: tween 1981 and 2000 
Call:  1 888 508 4429 
Online:  www.farmerclaims.gov 
 
Native  If denied benefits be- 
Americans: tween January 1, 1981 
  and November 24, 1999 
Call:  1 888 233 5506 
Online:  www.indianfarmclass.com 
 
African  If denied benefits be- 
American: tween October 13, 1999 
  and June 18, 2008 
Call:  1 888 472 7826 
Online:  www.blackfarmercase.com 
 

Foreign Buyers Notification Foreign Buyers Notification Foreign Buyers Notification    
  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign own-
ers of U.S. agriculture land to report new 
holdings or their changes in holdings to the 
Secretary of Agriculture.  The Farm Ser-
vice Agency administers this program for 
USDA. 
 
All individuals who are not U.S. Citizens, 
and have purchased or sold agricultural 
land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the 
closing.  Failure to submit AFIDA form FSA
-153 could result in civil penalties of up to 
25 percent of the fair market value of the 
property.  County government offices, real 
estate agents, attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate transactions are re-
minded to notify foreign investors of these 
reporting requirements. 
 
  

NRCS Deadline for SignsNRCS Deadline for Signs--upsups 
 
The USDA Natural Resources Conserva-



 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Farming Operation ChangesFarming Operation Changes  
 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you 
have added or dropped rented land from 
your operation, make sure you report the 
changes to the office as soon as possible.  
You need to provide a copy of your deed or 
recorded land contract for purchased prop-
erty.  Failure to maintain accurate records 
with FSA on all land you have an interest in 
can lead to possible program ineligibility 
and penalties.  Making the record changes 
now will save you time in the spring.  Up-
date signature authorization when changes 
in the operation occur.  Producers are re-
minded to contact the office of a change in 
operation on a farm so records can be kept 
current and accurate. 
 
 

FSA Signature PolicyFSA Signature Policy  
 
Husbands and wives may sign documents 
on behalf of each other for FSA and Com-
modity Credit Corporation programs in 
which either has an interest.  This option is 
automatically available unless a written 
request for exclusion is made to the county 
office staff by either spouse. 
 
There are exceptions to the rule where 
spouses may not sign on behalf of each 
other for partnerships, joint ventures, cor-
poration or other similar entities.  Individual 
signatures are also require on certain Farm 
Loan Program and Farm Store Facility 
Loan documents. 
 

Power of Attorney Power of Attorney  
 
For those who find it difficult to visit the 
county office personally because of work 
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has 
a Power of Attorney form available that 
enables you to designate another person 
to conduct your business at the office.  If 
you are interested, please contact our of-
fice or any Farm Service Agency office 
near you for more information. 

  
IRS From 1099IRS From 1099--GG  
 
Producers annually receive their CCC-
1099-G forms detailing payments produc-
ers have received from the Commodity 
Credit Corporation.  The annual report of 
program payments on the CCC-1099-G 
form is a service intended to help our cus-
tomers report taxable income.   It is not  in- 

tended to replace the producer's  respon-
sibilities to report income to the IRS. 

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regula-
tions or advised producers about which 
payments to report on their income tax 
returns.  However, county office staff can 
review payments for accuracy. 

  

Highly Erodible Land and Highly Erodible Land and 
Wetland Conservation Com-Wetland Conservation Com-
pliancepliance  

 

Landowners and operators are reminded 
that in order to receive payments from 
USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible 
Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) provisions are required.  Farmers 
with HEL determined soils are reminded 
of tillage, crop residue, and rotation re-
quirements as specified per their conser-
vation plan.  Producers are to notify the 
USDA Farm Service Agency prior to con-
ducting any land clearing or drainage 
projects to insure compliance.  Failure to 
obtain advance approval for any of these 
situations can result in the loss of eligibil-
ity and all Federal payments. 

  

Appeal ProcessAppeal Process  

After an FSA Official makes a decision 
on your request for USDA services or 
application, you will be sent a letter in-
forming you of the decision and options 
you can pursue if you disagree. 
 
Generally, program participants have 
three choices -- an informal review with 
the original agency decision-maker, an 
opportunity for mediation and finally an 
appeal to the next level of authority 
within the agency. 



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, 
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Dates to Remember 

 OFFICE  CLOSED  EVEROFFICE  CLOSED  EVEROFFICE  CLOSED  EVERY  FRIDAYY  FRIDAYY  FRIDAY   

Jan 2 Office Closed - New Year’s Day Holiday 

Jan 17-20 CED Kohoe in Ely Office 

Jan 18 COC Meeting in Ely 

  

  

 COC — meet 3rd Wed of month on an “as      
needed” basis 

Jan 16 Office Closed - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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INTEREST RATESINTEREST RATESINTEREST RATES   
JANUARY 2012JANUARY 2012JANUARY 2012   

90 - Day Treasury Bill  0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 1.500% 

Farm Ownership - Direct 3.500% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Commodity Loans — 1966 to present 1.125% 

Farm Storage Facility—7 yrs 1.375% 

Farm Storage Facility — 10 yrs 2.125% 

Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 5.000% 

Conservation Loan 3.500% 
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