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New Acting Administrator of FSA 
Bruce Nelson will take on the role as Acting Administrator of  FSA. Bruce has a strong foun-
dation of  farming, executive and leadership experience that will make him a great leader for the 
Agency. He has served as the State Executive Director of  Montana since 2009, and previously 
served as SED from 1993-2000, when he was awarded the Administrator’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award. He received the USDA Secretary Honor Award in 1995 and also received the Na-
tional award from the Inter Tribal Agriculture Council in 2000. Bruce spent many summers 
working on a family farm and holds a bachelor's degree in political science from the University 
of  Montana.  

Direct & Countercyclical Program (DCP) General 
Signup  has begun and will continue through June 1, 
2011. Eligible producers receive direct payments at 
rates established by statute regardless of  market 
prices. For more information, please visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or visit your local FSA Office. 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payment Pro-
gram (SURE) — sign-ups began in January for the 
2009 crop year. This program provides benefits for 
farm revenue losses due to natural disaster. For more 
information, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/sure or 
visit your local FSA Office. 

Important Dates and Events 
The New Hampshire fair season is upon us, and the 
Farm Service Agency will take part in the festivities. 
To promote knowledge of our programs and services, 
FSA fair booths will be set up at the following 2011 
fairs: 

North Haverhill :          July 27 to July 31              
Cheshire County:        August 3 to August 7                                   
Lancaster:                   August 31 to September 5    
Hopkinton State:         September 1 to September 5 
Deerfield:                    September 29 to October 2 

For a complete list of all New Hampshire fairs, please 
visit http://www.newhampshire.com/about-nh/nh-state
-fairs.aspx 
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Donna Juneau was selected by the Merrimack-Hillsborough-Belknap County Committee 
(COC) to be their new County Executive Director (CED) in Nov. 2010.  Prior to joining 
FSA, Donna worked for 18 years as an environmental consultant conducting field investi-
gations throughout NE and assisting clients with their environmental regulatory compli-
ance needs. Donna is a native of NH and currently resides in Goffstown with her husband 
and two sons.  She is grateful for the warm welcome FSA staff and program participants 
have extended to her over this past year and looks forward to the opportunity to serve the 
NH Agricultural Community. 

 
Patty Matte  was selected by the Coos-Carroll COC to be the new CED for the Coos-
Carroll FSA office.  Patty grew up on dairy farms in N.Danville & Kirby, VT and pres-
ently lives on a farm originally operated by her great-grandparents. Due to her previous 
10 years of experience in the Caledonia-Essex County FSA office in VT, she has already 
had the opportunity to work with some NH producers. Patty spends much of her spare 
time working in  her sizeable vegetable garden each summer, and looks forward to shar-
ing her produce and preserving what she can to enjoy over the long New England winters. 
 

 
Kelly Greenbacker joins FSA as a County Office Trainee (COT). She is originally from 
Durham, CT where her family owns and operates a 170-cow dairy farm. She studied 
Animal/Dairy Sciences and Agricultural Economics at Virginia Tech. and UNH. She 
came to NH from VT where she worked seasonally at a dairy farm and a ski resort. 
Kelly’s other interests include riding horses, skiing, and hiking. She is looking forward 
to her training and the opportunity to work with FSA staff and NH Agricultural produc-
ers . 
 

 
Jennifer Zaleski  began working as a Program Technician in the Cheshire-Sullivan 
County office last August. Prior to joining FSA Jenn worked for 3 years as an agricul-
tural statistician with National Agricultural Statistics Service where she was in charge of   
surveys and estimates related to agriculture. She currently resides in Westminster, VT 
with her boyfriend, but is originally from NY where her family owned and operated a 
130-cow dairy farm. She received a BS degree in Mathematics from William Smith Col-
lege in NY. Jennifer is grateful to have found a career in the agricultural field where she 
enjoys talking with and serving local producers. 
 

Mary Kim Lavery was hired as a Temporary Program Technician for  FSA’s Merrimack-
Belknap-Hillsborough County Service Center.  A graduate of U of ME, Orono with a MA 
in Public Administration she is enjoying learning about the loan and program side of  
FSA. In the past Mary Kim has worked in the private, non-profit sector and the picture 
framing industry.  She lives in Gilford with her husband and has both a son and daughter 
in college.  When not at work, Mary Kim enjoys gardening, x-c skiing, hiking and swim-
ming. 
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County Committee Election Results 

Retirements 
 

Irene Schmidt  began working for FSA as a Program 
Technician 34 years ago before being promoted to County 
Executive Director in 2005. She was committed to serving 
producers in Coos and Carroll counties throughout her ten-
ure.  Her FSA colleagues gathered from around the state to 
honor her with a retirement party in 
December. All of FSA would like to 
thank her for her dedicated service 
and wish her the very best in her re-
tirement—she will certainly be 
missed! 

 

 

Congratulations to the following newly elected  

County Committee Members!!! 

 

  Grafton County                       Coos‐Carroll County         

    Jacqueline (Jackie) Lewis                  Eldora Farnsworth       

    Richard Fabrizio                        Jules Robinson             

                                      Julie Hussey  

  Cheshire‐Sullivan County                    Richard Fortin  

    Leo Hunter                             Wayne Cheney  

    Dave Adams 

    Tim Gowen                             Rockingham‐Strafford County 

                                      Wayne Elwood     

  Merrimack‐Hillsborough‐Belknap County          Steven Panish              

    Keith Batchelder 

    Larry Moore  

    William Hall Jr.  
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USDA-NH Farm Service Agency  
J C Cleveland Federal Building 

53 Pleasant St, Room 1601 
Concord, NH  03301 

Telephone: 603-224-7941  
FAX: 603-225-1410  

 

 Jay Phinizy   State Executive Director  

  Linda L. Grames  Administrative Officer                    
     Program Specialist 
 
 Keith Farrell  District Director 

 Marilyn Ricker  Program Specialist 

 Susan Stevens  Administrative Specialist 

  

          

          

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

We Have a Little Garden 

by Beatrix Potter 

We have a little garden,  
A garden of our own,  
And every day we water there  
The seeds that we have sown.   

We love our little garden,  
And tend it with such care,  
You will not find a faded leaf  
Or blighted blossom there. 

Farm Loan News 
On May 5, 2011 NH State Executive Director Jay Phinizy, VT/NH Farm Loan Chief Patrick Freeman, and NH 
Farm Loan Manager Sherrill Harris attended the NH/VT Bankers Association’s Spring CEO/Senior Management 
Conference in New Castle, NH.    They spoke to the group about the importance of community banks investing in 
local agriculture and about FSA’s Direct and Guaranteed Loan Programs.  The audience was receptive to the pres-
entation as evidenced by subsequent contacts to the SED requesting more detailed informational meetings.  Other 
presenters covered the future of community banking, the impact of energy cost on the Northern New England 
economy, bank mergers and acquisitions, and updates on new banking regulations. 
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