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November 1, 2011 

NEWSLETTER 

2010 SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM(SURE) 

SIGNUP 
 
Signup for the SURE Program for 2010 crop losses 
will begin November 14, 2011 and end June 1, 
2012.  SURE provides benefits for farm revenue 
losses due to natural disasters.  The revenue for 
each crop is determined by multiplying the farm’s 
production quantity by the National Average Mar-
ket Price for the crop, NOT the actual price re-
ceived by the producer.  For producers to be eligi-
ble for SURE, they must have obtained crop insur-
ance and/or Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) coverage on all crops grown on the farm.  
Those producers who meet the definition of So-
cially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Begin-
ning Farmer do not have to meet this requirement.  
A “farm” refers to all crop acreage in all counties 
that a producer planted. 
 
Producers must have suffered a 10% crop produc-
tion or quality loss to at least one crop of economic 
significance on their farm in order to be eligible.  If 
interested in signing up, you will need to report all 
acreage as well as provide production records. For 
more information, please call the FSA office. 

 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

 
Be watching your mailbox for your official county 
office committee election ballot.  Elections this 
year will be held in Local Administrative Area 
(LAA) 1 which includes the towns of Cornish, 
Plainfield, Grantham, Croydon and Springfield and 
in LAA 5 which includes the towns of Chester-
field, Hinsdale, Winchester, Swanzey, Richmond, 
Fitzwilliam, Troy, Jaffrey and Rindge.  Ballots will 
be mailed to all eligible voters starting November 
4, 2011.  If, for some reason, you don’t receive a 
ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA office.  
Completed and signed ballots are due back in the 
county office by close of business on December 5, 
2011. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO NOTIFY 

US OF ANY SIGNIFICANT 
WEATHER-RELATED LOSSES TO 

CROPS, LIVESTOCK, AND/OR 
BUILDINGS. 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER            
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
In the last couple of years, our state has experi-
enced tornados, microbursts, tropical storms, ice 
storms, hail, drought and excessive rain.  Each of 
these events has affected our crops in one way or 
another. The NAP is a federally-funded program 
that will help producers reduce their risk of finan-
cial loss when natural disasters cause losses or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop or agricultural 
commodity.  The service fee is $250 per crop per 
county not to exceed $750 per producer per county.  
Limited resource farmers may request a waiver of 
service fees. 
 
Keep in mind that in order to qualify for new disas-
ter programs, there needs to be NAP or Crop Insur-
ance coverage on all crops that are of economic 
significance.  The application closing dates are: 
 
NOVEMBER 20  - All Perennial Crops 
DECEMBER 1  - Maple Sap and Honey 
MARCH 15  - Annually Spring 
   Seeded Crops 
SEPTEMBER 1  - Garlic, Aquaculture, 
   Christmas Trees, Flori
   culture, Ginseng,  Mush
   rooms, Ornamental 
   Nursery, Turfgrass Sod 
SEPTEMBER 30  - All Forage Crops 
 

AGRICULTURAL FOREIGN  
INVESTORS 

 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure 
Act of 1978 (AFIDA) requires foreign owners of 
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the 
Secretary of Agriculture.  Foreign persons who 
have purchased or sold agricultural land (including 
forestland) in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.  
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in 
civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market 
value of the property. Reminder letters and forms 
will be mailed out during the beginning of Decem-
ber. You may call this office and  
 
For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA 
programs, contact the FSA office near you or visit 
the USDA Web site at http://www.usda.gov.   

http://www.usda.gov�


 

CRP CONTINUOUS SIGNUP #42 
 
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program is 
a private lands environmental improvement pro-
gram that allows participants the opportunity to 
enroll environmentally sensitive acreages in con-
servation practices that will reduce soil erosion, 
improve water and soil quality and provide wildlife 
habitat and food sources. 
 
The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary en-
rollment program. Eligible landowners enter into 
contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in length. 
In return, the landowners will receive annual rental 
and maintenance payments, incentive payments for 
certain activities, and cost share for establishment. 
 
To be eligible for enrollment in the Continuous 
CRP, participants and acreage must meet certain 
requirements. Provided the eligibility requirements 
are met, FSA will automatically accept enrollments 
of acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may 
enroll in the program at any time during the year. 
For more information on Continuous CRP enroll-
ments, please contact your local FSA office. 
 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

 
  

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 
allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain 
low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm 
storage and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan 
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now 
required to provide a down payment of 15 percent, 
with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 
percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facil-
ity and permanent drying and handling equipment. 
New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available 
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates 
for each term rate may be different and are based 
on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury 
Department. 
 
Payments are available in the form of a partial dis-
bursement and the remaining final disbursement. 
The partial disbursement will be available after a 
portion of the construction has been completed. 
The final fund disbursement will be made when all 
construction is completed. The maximum amount 
of the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of 
the projected and approved total loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the 
FSA county office that maintains the farm's re-
cords. An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin. 
 
The following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: 
 

 Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, pea-
nuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested 
as whole grain 

 Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley 
harvested as other-than-whole grain 

 Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry 
peas 

 Hay 

 Renewable biomass 

 Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold 
storage facilities 

 
For more information about FSFL please visit your 
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 

FSA LOANS 
 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to 
assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type 
loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   
 
FSA loans are only available to applicants who 
meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 
 
The 7 year Operating Loan rate for November is 
1.375%. The Real Estate loan rate for November is 
3.75% with a term of 40 years, no down payment 
required. Emergency Loan rate for November is 
3.75% and is available for producers in both 
Cheshire and Sullivan counties as a result of the 
damage from Tropical Storm Irene.  
 
Funding is available in most loan categories.  Ap-
plicants are encouraged to contact the Farm Loan 
team at 223-6003 for eligibility requirements. 
 

2012 DCP SIGNUP 
 
2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
enrollment will begin Jan. 23, 2012 and will end 
June 1, 2012.  Here are some IMPORTANT RE-
MINDERS: 

 All producers planting on DCP base acres 
must be identified on the DCP contract and 
receive a proportionate share of DCP pay-
ment for the farm. 

 Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1st 
in DCP must be reported to your local FSA 
office such as: 

Ownership changes 

Producer changes (Individuals and Enti-
ties) 

Change in crop shares arrangements 
 
Note: Changes cannot be made after Sept. 30, 
2012.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


 

HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMERS 
 
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans has been established. 
 
If you believe that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 because 
you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you 
may be eligible to apply for compensation. 
 
For additional information on this and other settle-
ment issues contact: 
 

 Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Proc-
ess: www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-
4429   

 Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation: www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1
-866-950-5547  

 Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers 
Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-
5506   

 
NEW HAMPSHIRE AGRICULTURAL 

MEDIATION PROGRAM 
 
NHAMP is the official United States Department 
of Agriculture certified agricultural mediation pro-
gram for New Hampshire. NHAMP provides me-
diation services to the agricultural community to 
help resolve disputes before they end up in court. 
 
Mediation is a process in which two or more par-
ties meet with an impartial person to assist them 
with the negotiation of the differences. Mediation 
is a voluntary and confidential alternative to the 
traditional legal and regulatory process. 
 
The mediator does not have decision-making au-
thority and does not determine who is legally right 
or wrong. Mediation leaves the decision-making 
power totally and strictly with the parties. The me-
diator helps by: 

 Eliminating communication obstacles 

 Facilitating a calm and rational discussion 

 Identifying and clarifying the issues 

 Exploring options 

 Recording agreements 
 
Mediation offers several advantages over other 
remedies in resolving agricultural disputes because 
the process: 

 Provides an informal and impartial setting in 
which to openly discuss all issues involved, 
including sensitive financial matter and per-
sonal issues 

 Allows the parties who are most familiar with 
the dispute to devise their own solutions tai-
lored to their interests 

 Helps restore communication between disput-
ing parties and preserves and enhances impor-
tant business relationships 

 May save all parties time and money as com-
pared to litigation 

 Has fewer implementation issues since the 
parties agree to all terms 

 
What kind of agricultural disputes can be medi-
ated? 

 Adverse decisions from a USDA Agency 

 Farm and rural development loans 

 Pesticide issues 

 Environmental issues 

 Conflicts with non-farm neighbors 

 Financial conflicts within farm families over 
management and transition issues 

 Wetlands determinations 

 Crop insurance 

 Other agricultural disputes 
 
Mediation is a free service of NHAMP. NHAMP is 
funded through a grant from the USDA to provide 
mediation services to the agricultural community in 
New Hampshire. 
 
Mediators provided through NHAMP include pro-
gram staff as well as private mediators throughout 
the state who are contracted on a case by case ba-
sis. All mediators have completed mediation train-
ing and additional training on agricultural and rural 
disputes. 
 
NHAMP is a program of the Environmental Me-
diation Center (EMC). The EMC is a non-profit 
organization. In addition to administering the agri-
cultural mediation programs for New Hampshire 
and Vermont, the EMC designs and administers 
dispute resolution programs for governmental and 
regulatory environmental permitting bodies. 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Matt Stassberg or Julie Hoyt 
 
NHAMP 
PO Box 2042 
Concord, NH  03302-2042 
 
(603) 685-4780 or  (800) 511-2213 
 
matts@emcenter.org 
julieh@emcenter.org 
 
www.nhamp.org 

 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com/�
http://www.IndianFarmClass.com�


 
Cheshire-Sullivan County FSA Office 
11 Industrial Park Dr 
Walpole, NH  03608 

 PRESORTED  STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Des Moines IA 
PERMIT #5709 

FSA IS MOVING TO ELECTRONIC  
INFORMATION 

 
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving toward a 
"paperless" operation. County FSA offices will be transitioning 
from mailing monthly newsletters, reminder cards or other gen-
eral information to electronic distribution of such materials.  
However, County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to 
all eligible producers.  
 
Producers will be asked to enroll in the new GovDelivery system 
which will provide notices, newsletters and reminders through 
electronic means. Also providing the local FSA office with the 
producers email will assist in a smooth transition to the new sys-
tem.  
 
Interested producers may send us their e-mail address at any time. 
Currently the GovDelivery system is not fully operational. By 
providing an e-mail address now, we will be able to sign you up 
once the system is available. E-mail addresses can be sent to ei-
ther Jenn Zaleski at jennifer.zaleski@nh.usda.gov or Pam Marvin 
at pamela.marvin@nh.usda.gov. 
 

WOOL LDP 
 
The 2011 crop year for wool, mohair and unshorn pelts began on 
January 1 and ends on December 31, 2011. If interested, you may 
apply for a loan deficiency payment anytime after your wool has 
been shorn and through January 31, 2012. At the present time, the 
payment rate is $0.00 per pound of shorn wool. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 4 
County committee ballots mailed to 
voters  

November 11 Office Closed-Veteran’s Day 

November 14 SURE Signup Begins 

November 20 
Deadline For NAP Coverage On All 
Perennial Crops 

November 24 Office Closed-Thanksgiving 

December 1 
Deadline For NAP Coverage On 
Maple Sap & Honey 

December 5 Final Date To Return Ballots 

December 26 Office Closed-Christmas 

January 2, 2012 Office Closed-New Year’s Day 
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