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May 1, 2012 

NEWSLETTER 

COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Elections for the 2012 calendar year were held in 
LAA’s 1 and 5. Linda Rice of Cornish was re-
elected in LAA 1 with 27 votes with Robert Taylor, 
First Alternate, receiving 1 vote. Chris Bartlett 
from Jaffrey won the election in LAA 5 with 11 
votes, taking over for Dave Adams of Marlbor-
ough. We would like to congratulate both Linda 
and Chris on their win and we look forward to 
working with both of them. The Committee is a 
vital link in FSA as they play an important part 
with the administration of many old and new farm 
bill programs. We want to thank all of you who 
took the time to vote for the committeeperson of 
your choice. At their meeting in January, the Com-
mittee voted in Tim Gowen as Chairperson and 
Leo Hunter as Vice-Chairperson. 
 

FSA OFFICES DISCONTINUE 
MAILED NEWSLETTERS 

 
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are mov-
ing toward a "paperless" operation. County FSA 
offices will be transitioning from mailing monthly 
newsletters, reminder cards or other general infor-
mation to electronic distribution of such materials.  
However, County Committee ballots will continue 
to be mailed to all eligible producers.  
 
Producers are asked to enroll in the new GovDeliv-
ery system which will provide notices, newsletters 
and reminders through electronic means. FSA, like 
many other organizations, is trying to work smarter 
and be more efficient. Moving to electronic notifi-
cations via email will help conserve resources and 
save taxpayer dollars.  
 
Producers can subscribe to receive free e-mail up-
dates by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
subscribe.  E-mail address can also be sent to Jenn 
at jennifer.zaleski@nh.usda.gov. THIS WILL BE 
YOUR LAST MAILED NEWSLETTER. Lim-
ited paper copies will be made available through 
the County Office if internet access is not avail-
able. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO NOTIFY US 
OF ANY SIGNIFICANT WEATHER-

RELATED LOSSES TO CROPS, LIVE-
STOCK, AND/OR BUILDINGS. 

DIRECTOR, PAM MARVIN, RETIRES 
 
By now, many of you have realized that I retired 
December 31, 2011, after 37 years of service to the 
Agricultural Stabilization & Conservation Service 
(ASCS) and Farm Service Agency (FSA). My ca-
reer started and ended with a total of 29 years in 
Sullivan County. In between, I spent 2 years in 
Grafton County, 4 years in Hillsborough County 
and, more recently, the last 20 years serving Chesh-
ire County.  
 
My decision to retire came with mixed emotions 
and a heavy heart. About 2/3rds of my life was 
spent doing what I loved the most and that was to 
see that our producers and landowners were made 
aware of the programs available to them. I made it 
through 7 farm bills and it warmed my heart to be 
able to put the many varied farm programs in to 
place and to help sustain our farms as much as I 
could.   
 
Words cannot express the immense pleasure I have 
had in working with you over the years. I would 
like to thank each and every one of you for making 
my job such a rewarding one. I wish you nothing 
but the best for the future. I carry with me many 
fond memories and look forward to the day when 
our paths will cross again.   
 

2012 DCP SIGNUP 
 
2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
enrollment will end June 1, 2012.  Here are some 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

 All producers planting on DCP base acres 
must be identified on the DCP contract and 
receive a proportionate share of DCP pay-
ment for the farm. 

 Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1st 
in DCP must be reported to your local FSA 
office such as: 

Ownership changes 

Producer changes (Individuals and Enti-
ties) 

Change in crop shares arrangements 

 Acreage reports are required for all farms 
enrolled in DCP. 

 
Note: Changes cannot be made after Sept 30, 2012.  
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NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER                
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
Production records for individual crops need to be 
filed at the FSA office to establish an approved 
NAP yield. If this is the first year you participated 
in NAP, you can provide production and acreage 
information from prior years to establish your 
yield. If you participated in NAP in previous years, 
you must report your production and acreage on a 
yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date. Records 
submitted must be reliable or verifiable. Records 
need to show crop disposition. We recommend 
producers submit production records as soon as 
harvest is complete. All production records must 
be submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final 
acreage reporting date. 
 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops 
covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you 
must file a CCC-576 (Notice of Loss) in the FSA 
County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of 
the disaster or when losses become apparent.  
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report 
and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop. 

 
2010 SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SURE) 

 
Sign-up for 2010 SURE losses continue through 
June 1, 2012.   
 

To qualify for a SURE payment, the producer’s 
operation must be located in a county with a Secre-
tarial disaster declaration for 2010, including con-
tiguous counties and have at least a 10 percent pro-
duction loss that affects one crop of economic sig-
nificance. Producers with agricultural operations 
outside a disaster county are eligible for SURE 
benefits if they had a production loss greater than 
or equal to 50 percent of the normal production on 
the farm. 
 

The following counties received Secretarial disas-
ter designation during 2010: Cheshire and Sullivan. 
 

For producers to be eligible for SURE, they must 
have obtained crop insurance and/or Non-Insured 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on all crops 
grown on the farm.  Those producers who meet the 
definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Re-
source, or Beginning Farmer do not have to meet 
this requirement.  A “farm” refers to all crop acre-
age in all counties that a producer planted. 
 

Contact the Cheshire-Sullivan County FSA Office 
for more information. 

USDA INVITES MINORITY PRODUC-
ERS TO JOIN USDA MINORITY 

FARM REGISTER 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) invites minority farm-
ers and ranchers in New Hampshire and across the 
nation to voluntarily join the USDA Minority Farm 
Register to receive information and opportunities 
from USDA agencies.  
 

The new Minority Farm Register is an outreach 
tool to reach underserved farmers and ranchers 
who may or may not be enrolled in USDA loan, 
farm or conservation programs.  The Register is a 
shared outreach list that will help USDA, commu-
nity-based organizations and minority-serving edu-
cational institutions to communicate with minority 
farmers and ranchers. 
 

By joining the Register, minority producers may 
receive outreach materials, newsletters, and pro-
gram announcements from USDA agencies. They 
may also receive information and assistance from 
other USDA-approved outreach partners, such as 
community-based organizations, faith-based or-
ganizations, and minority-serving educational insti-
tutions. USDA will carefully control access to and 
use of the Register. 
  
Individuals wishing to join the Register must sign 
and date a form that provides their name and ad-
dress. Providing phone numbers, e-mail address, 
race, ethnicity, gender and farm or ranch location 
will be voluntary, although the additional informa-
tion increases the producer’s opportunities for re-
ceiving timely assistance.  
 

The Register pamphlet with the registration form is 
available at your local USDA Service Center or 
from approved USDA outreach partners. Visit the 
New Hampshire FSA website, www.fsa.usda.gov/
nh, to locate an FSA County Office near you. 
 

Completed forms may be mailed to: USDA Minor-
ity Farm Register, USDA Stop Code 0503, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250. FSA and USDA’s Office of Advocacy and 
Outreach are jointly administering the Register. 
Registration forms are available in Spanish (AD-
2035SP) and English (AD-2035) on the FSA web 
site (www.fsa.usda.gov) under “Forms”.  
 

An individual may remove his or her name from 
the Register by writing to the Minority Farm Reg-
ister, USDA Stop Code 0503, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250.  
 

For more information, please contact the Farm 
Service Agency, STOP 0503, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-0503 (Call 1-
866-538-2610; Fax: 1-866-302-1760; E-mail: 
MSDA@USDA.gov).  
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ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME 
 
USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have es-
tablished an electronic information exchange proc-
ess for verifying compliance with the adjusted 
gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs. 
Written consent is required from each producer or 
payment recipient for the tax review process. No 
actual tax data will be included in the report that 
IRS sends to FSA.   
 

This ensures that payments are not issued to pro-
ducers whose AGI exceeds certain limits. The lim-
its set in the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm 
average AGI for commodity and disaster programs; 
$750,000 farm average AGI for direct payments; 
and $1 million nonfarm average AGI for conserva-
tion programs.  
 
Participants in CCC programs subject to average 
AGI rules must submit form CCC-931 to their lo-
cal FSA County Office by June 15 to avoid inter-
ruption of program benefits. This form may be 
obtained from local FSA and NRCS offices or 
online at: http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/
mainservlet.    

 
HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMERS 

 
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans has been established. 
 

If you believe that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 because 
you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you 
may be eligible to apply for compensation. 
 

For additional information on this and other settle-
ment issues contact: 
 

 Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Proc-
ess: www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-
4429   

 Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation: www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1
-866-950-5547  

 Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers 
Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-
5506   

 
FARM RECORD CHANGES 

 
June 1, 2012 is the deadline to provide changes to 
your farm records at the local FSA office for the 
2012 crop year.  If you are changing your operation 
entity type, adding or dropping cropland or farms, 
or adding entities to your operation, contact the 
FSA county office by June 1.   

CROP REPORTING 
 
Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent 
loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must 
be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance 
loans and Load Deficiency Payments.  
 

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted. The producer certification 
deadline for all crops is July 16, 2012. 
 

CRP & NAP Certification 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be 
reported to receive annual rental payments. And, 
crop acreage for crops which benefits may be re-
quested under Non-insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) must also be reported. 
 

Prevented Planting: 
Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after the final planting date. Fail-
ure to report prevented planting acreage could re-
sult in loss of benefits for the SURE program or 
possibly other disaster assistance programs. 
 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before dis-
position of the crop, and producers must be able to 
establish to the satisfaction of the county commit-
tee that the crop failed and was prevented from 
being replanted through the normal planting period 
because of natural disaster conditions. 
 

PLEASE contact the office BEFORE JULY 16 
either by phone or in person to file your acreage 
report once you have planted or within 15 days of 
planting if after July 16.  
 
NEW CONTINUOUS CRP INITIATIVE 
 
FSA has announced a new conservation initiative 
to protect up to 750,000 acres of the nation’s most 
highly erodible croplands. This initiative will assist 
producers with targeting their most highly erodible 
cropland (land with an erodibility index of 20 or 
greater) by enabling them to plant wildlife-friendly, 
long-term cover through the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP).   
 

Producers can enroll land on a continuous basis 
beginning this summer at their local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county office. With the use of soil 
survey and geographic information system data, 
local FSA staff can quickly determine a producer’s 
eligibility for the initiative.  
 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local 
FSA office or visit FSA’s website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp for additional information 
regarding CRP.   
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VALUE ADDED PRODUCER GRANTS PRO-
GRAM THROUGH RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Earlier this month Rural Development held a meeting in Lancas-
ter to provide basic information on the Value Added Producer 
Grants program. Grants may be used for planning activities and 
for working capital for marketing value-added agricultural prod-
ucts and for farm-based renewable energy. Eligible applicants are 
independent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, agricul-
tural producer groups, and majority-controlled producer based 
business ventures. 
 
USDA Farm Service Agency State Executive Director Jay Phinizy 
has offered to help organize similar VAPG informational 
meetings with Rural Development staff in other regions of the 
state if there is interest. Please contact the Cheshire-Sullivan 
County Office if you or your organization is interested.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY PLANTING!! 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

May 28 Office Closed - Memorial Day 

June 1 DCP Enrollment Deadline 

June 1 2010 SURE Signup Deadline 

July 4 Office Closed - Independence Day 

July 16 Acreage Reporting Deadline 
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