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by Aug. 1, 2014 for Honeybee, Livestock
and Farm-Raised Fish Losses

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish
losses have until August 1, 2014, to submit a notice of loss and application
for payment under the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock,
honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse
weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP
assistance is provided for losses not covered by the Livestock Forage
Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP).

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised
fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice
of loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August
1, 2014.

For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for
payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.

For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the
Farm Bill webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with
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11:00 AM their local FSA office to apply for these programs.

Farm Loan Office:
The Concord Center

10 Ferry st. suite212, Box 212 COC Nomination Deadline
Concord, NH 03301

Phone (603) - 223-6003 The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county

Fax (603) - 223-6030 committees is important to farmers and ranchers. It is crucial that every
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county

NH Acting Farm Loan committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S.

Manager: Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Brian Kuper

brian.kuper@vt.usda.gov County committee members are a critical component of the operations of
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers and

Farm Loan Officers: ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary

Lorna Wakefield to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA

lorna.wakefield@nh.usda.gov  agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.
Rebecca Davis
rebecca.davis@nh.usda.gov
William Wilson
william.wilson@nh.usda.gov

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and
knowledge to make local decisions.

The Local Administrative Area (LAA) holding election this year is LAA-1,
comprised of the towns of Lancaster, Jefferson, Northumberland, Whitefield
and Dalton.

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2014 through August 1,
2014. The nomination form is available at USDA Service Centers and
online. For more information contact your local FSA office.

Filing for NAP Losses

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including

grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop
insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of
the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final
planting date for the crop.

USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers

Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to
Support Next Generation of Farmers

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to improve the
financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled www.USDA.gov/newfarmers,
a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where beginning farmers and ranchers can
explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them succeed.
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USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: how to
increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in conservation opportunities;
select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA education, and technical support
programs. These issues have been identified as top priorities by new farmers. The website will also feature
instructive case studies about beginning farmers who have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or
expand their business operations.

Today'’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:

e Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk management tools to
farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver, announced via
an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP
for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are
eligible for a service fee refund.

e Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and beginning
farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting season
on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans. Previously, farmers and ranchers
grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up to 25 percent. Waiving these
reductions for new and beginning farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency
like drought and other natural disasters.

e Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision, beginning and
farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP. This is a fifty
percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and beginning farmers.

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning farmers
and ranchers - including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other benefits.

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is available here.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs,
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a
beginning farmer as a person who:

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land
to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for
USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required
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to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices,
Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of
these reporting requirements.

USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Tree Assistance
Program (TAP) Sign-up

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural
disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance
to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines
damaged by natural disasters. The deadline to sign up for losses from 2011-2014 is February 2, 2015.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for
pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes
and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.

Selected Interest Rates For June

Farm Operating, Direct including Microloans: 2.125%

Farm Ownership, Direct: 3. 875%

Farm Ownership, Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer:: 1.5%
Emergency Loan: 3.125%

Farm Storage Facility Loans, 7 yr.: 2.125%

Dates To Remember

July 17 - County Committee Meeting - 11:00 AM
August 1 - County Committee Nomination Deadline
August 1 - 2012 & 2013 ELAP Deadline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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