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County Committee Election
Results

Congratulations to David Clement!
David was re-elected for a second term to
represent farmers from Bath, Monroe,
Lyman, Littleton, Lisbon, Sugar Hill,
Landaff, Easton, Franconia, Bethlehem,
and Lincoln. The election results for Local
Administrative Area #1 are:

David Clement — Elected to the county
committee (COC).

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking
the time to complete the election ballot.
The county committee system works only
because of your participation.

Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE)

The sign-up for 2010 losses runs
through June 1, 2012.

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) provides benefits for
farm revenue losses due to natural disasters
that were incurred in crop year 2010.
SURE is available to eligible producers in
Grafton County on:

¢ Any farm with actual production less

than 50% of the normal production of

the farm due to disaster-related
conditions.

For producers to be eligible for SURE,
they must have obtained a policy or plan of
insurance for all crops through either the
Federal Crop Insurance Act or FSA’s
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP). There are limited
exceptions to this rule, and SURE does not
require coverage for forage crops intended
for grazing.

Producers who meet the definition of
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource
Producer, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher,

are not required to purchase the catastrophic
insurance. Call the county office for more
information.

2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-up

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program
(DCP) enrollment will begin Jan. 23, 2012 and
will end June 1, 2012. Here are some
IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

s All producers planting on DCP base acres
must be identified on the DCP/ACRE contract
and receive a proportionate share of
DCP/ACRE payment for the farm.

*Changes on the farm after enrolling June
1* in DCP/ACRE must be reported to your
local FSA office such as:

oOwnership changes
oProducer changes (Individuals and
Entities)
oChange in crop shares arrangements
Note: No changes after Sept. 30, 2012.

FSA Adopting GovDelivery

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices
are moving toward a paperless operation.

Producers are asked to enroll in the new
GovDelivery system which will provide
notices, newsletters and electronic reminders
instead of a hard copy through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is
trying to work smarter and be more efficient.
Moving to electronic notifications via email
will help conserve resources and save taxpayer
dollars. ' '

County Committee ballots will continue to
be mailed to all eligible producers.

Producers can now subscribe to receive free
e-mail updates by going to

http.//www fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or contact

your county office.



Loan Deficiency Payments
~ (LDP) for Unshorn Lamb
Pelts

Eligible producers have until Jan. 31,
2012, to apply for Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts
produced during the 2011 crop year.

Eligible producers must have beneficial
interest in the pelts, owned the lamb for at
least 30 calendar days before the date of
slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for
immediate slaughter. Producers must also
comply with wetland conservation and
highly erodible land conservation
provisions on all lands they operate or have
interest in.

To qualify for payment, pelts must have
been produced by an eligible producer
from live unshorn lambs of domestic origin
in the United States.

LDPs for wool are still available, but
currently the payment rate is $0.00. Call
the county office for the most current rates.

Loan Deficiency Payments
(LDP) for Mohair

Funding is not provided for Marketing
Assistance Loans (MAL) for mohair
for FY 2012. Therefore, LDP’s for
mobhair are no longer available. This
applies for:

o The remainder of the 2011 crop
year (November 18, 2011 through
December 31, 2011)

eThe 2012 crop year (January 1,
2012 through September 30, 2012)

Disaster Assistance
Programs

FSA disaster assistance programs
include:

eEmergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish
(ELAP) ‘ '

eLivestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP)

eLivestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

eSupplemental Revenue Assistance
Payments (SURE) Program

oTree Assistance Program (TAP)

For producers to be eligible for SURE, -
TAP, and ELAP, they must have obtained a
policy or plan of insurance for all crops
through either the Federal Crop Insurance Act
or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP).

Producers who meet the definition of
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource
Producer, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher, are
not required to purchase the catastrophic
insurance.

Sign-up ends Jan. 30, 2012, for LFP, LIP,
and ELAP.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-Gs
detailing payments producers have received
from the Commodity Credit Corporation. The
annual report of program payments on the
CCC-1099-G is a service intended to help our
customers report taxable income. It is not
intended to replace the producers’
responsibilities to report income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations
or advise producers about which payments to
report on their income tax returns. However,
county office staff can review payments for
accuracy.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
Certification

Producers who enroll in USDA programs
are required to certify to their adjusted gross
income in order to be eligible to participate.
This information is also confirmed with the
IRS by filing a CCC-931. This form enables
the producer to both certify to income and give
permission to allow the IRS to review the
return information. Producers who have not
filed a CCC-931 in the county office for
2011/2012 must complete these forms to be
eligible for program participation. Contact the
county office for more details.




Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign
documents on behalf of each other for FSA
and Commodity Credit Corporation
programs in which either has an interest.
This option is automatically available
unless a written request for exclusion is
made to the county office staff by either
spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where
spouses may not sign on behalf of each
- other for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required
on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm
Storage Facility Loan documents.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed
to providing family farmers with loans to
meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you need
for your farm, or regularly borrow from
FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are
available.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans have a maximum limit of
$1,214,000.

To find out more about FSA loan
programs, contact the county office staff.

Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP)

The Continuous CRP program allows
participants to enroll acreages in
conservation practices that will reduce soil
erosion, improve water and soil quality,
and provide wildlife habitat.

Continuous CRP program participation
is voluntary. Eligible landowners enter into
contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in
length. In return, the landowners will
receive annual rental and maintenance
payments, incentive payments for certain
activities, and cost share for establishment.

For more information on Continuous
CRP enrollments, please contact the FSA
office.

Hispanic and Women Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic
and women farmers and ranchers who believe
they were discriminated against when seeking
USDA farm loans has been established.

If you believe that the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) improperly
denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because
you are female, you may be eligible to apply
for compensation.

For additional information on this and other
settlement issues contact:

eHispanic and Women Farmer Claims
Process:
www.farmerclaims.gov or
call 1-888-508-4429

ePigford — The Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com or
call 1-866-950-5547

eKeepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or
call 1-888-233-5506

Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP)

Producers who have purchased the NAP
coverage must keep in mind that they need to
give us their 2011 final production. Once we
receive your final production, we can then
calculate your actual production history (APH).
You still have time to get us this information,
but the sooner the better!
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Jan 2

Office closed - Holiday

Jan 16

Office closed - Holiday

Jan. 23

2012 DCP Enrollment begins

Jan. 30

Sign-up ends Jan. 30, 2012, for LFP,
LIP, and ELAP.

Jan. 31

Deadline to apply for Unshorn Lamb
Pelts Loan Deficiency Payment

Mar 15

NAP deadline for Annual crops (spring

seeded)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA} prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD). To File a complaint of discrimination,
write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
{800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




