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August  2012 

NEWSLETTER 

FSA OFFICES DISCONTINUE 
MAILED NEWSLETTERS 

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are mov-
ing toward a “paperless” operation.  County FSA 
offices will be NOT be mailing monthly newslet-
ters, reminder cards or other general information.  
FSA Offices will be going  to electronic distribu-
tion of these materials.  However, County Commit-
tee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible 
producers.  THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST 
MAILED NEWSLETTER. 
 
Producers are asked to enroll in the new GovDeliv-
ery system which will provide notices, newsletters 
and reminders through electronic means.  FSA, like 
many other organizations, is trying to work smarter 
and be more efficient.  Moving to electronic notifi-
cations via email will help conserve resources and 
save taxpayer dollars. 
 
Producers can subscribe to receive free e-mail up-
dates by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
subscribe.  Limited copies of the paper version of 
the newsletter will be made available through the 
Grafton County FSA Office if internet access is not 
available. 
 
 

FILING FOR NAP LOSSES 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops 
covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you 
must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA 
County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of 
the disaster or when losses become apparent.  
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report 
and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop. 
 
 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO NOTIFY US OF 
ANY SIGNIFICANT WEATHER RELATED 
LOSSES TO CROPS, LIVESTOCK, AND/OR 
BUILDINGS. 
 
 
 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
The Farm Service Agency would like to remind 
crop and livestock producers that have recently 
experienced a severe weather event  that FSA pro-
grams are available to assist with recovery.  
We encourage all who have suffered a disaster due 
to the recent severe weather conditions to read the 
fact sheets and visit the Grafton County FSA Of-
fice at 19 Archertown Rd, Orford, NH so they get a 
quick start in the recovery process.   
Fact sheets for all of these programs can be found 
at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on Newsroom, then 
Fact Sheets.  
 
 

NEW ACREAGE REPORTING 
DEADLINES FOR NEW HAMPSHIRE 
The  Grafton County Farm Service Agency would 
like to remind producers of the new acreage report-
ing deadlines.  New deadlines  became effective 
July 1, 2012 and are as follows: 
 
  November 15   Perennial Forage 
  November 15   Fall Forage Seeding 
  January 2        Honey     
  January 15      Apples  
  February 15    Maple Sap         
  May 31        Ornamental Nursery   
  July 15        Corn, Fresh Market Sweet Corn 
  July 15        All Other Spring Planted Crops        
 
Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent 
loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must 
be reported to receive benefits from many FSA 
programs. 
For more information on acreage reporting and 
acreage reporting deadlines contact the Grafton 
County FSA Office at 19 Archertown Rd, Orford, 
NH or give us a call at 603-353-4650 (ext 2).  
 
 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS  
Special accommodations will be made upon re-
quest for individuals with disabilities, vision im-
pairment or hearing impairment. If accommoda-
tions are required, individuals should contact the 
Grafton County FSA office staff directly or by 
phone. 
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FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on be-
half of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit 
Corporation programs in which either has an inter-
est. This option is automatically available unless a 
written request for exclusion is made to the county 
office staff by either spouse. 
 
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses 
may not sign on behalf of each other for partner-
ships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar 
entities. 
 
Individual signatures are also required on certain 
Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility 
Loan documents. 
 
For more clarification on spousal signature author-
ity, feel free to contact the Grafton County FSA 
Office. 

 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

On November 5, 2012 election ballots will be 
mailed to eligible voters in LAA3 which includes 
the towns of:  Piermont, Orford, Lyme, Hanover, 
Lebanon, Canaan, Enfield, Orange, and Grafton.   
 
Eligible voters are persons who participate or co-
operate in a program administered by FSA.   If you 
feel you are qualified to vote and do not receive a 
ballot, please contact the Grafton County FSA Of-
fice. 
 
Ballots are due back to the County Office or post-
marked no later than December 3, 2012. 
 

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be 
electronically transferred into your bank account. 
In order for timely payments to be made, producers 
need to notify the FSA county office if your ac-
count has been changed or if another financial in-
stitution purchases your bank. Payments can be 
delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to 
your account and routing numbers. 
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
Any person who is convicted under federal or state 
law of a controlled substance violation could be 
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Viola-
tions include planting, harvesting or growing a 
prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include mari-
juana, opium poppies and other drug producing 
plants. 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county 
office personally because of work schedules, dis-
tance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney 
form available that enables you to designate an-
other person to conduct your business at the of-
fice. If you are interested, please contact our office 
or any FSA office near you for more information.  

FOREIGN LANDOWNER  
NOTIFICATION 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure 
Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA. 
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agri-
cultural land in the county are required to report 
the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in 
civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market 
value of the property. 
County government offices, real estate agents, at-
torneys and others involved in real estate transac-
tions are reminded to notify foreign investors of 
these reporting requirements. 
 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) is 
a federally funded program that helps producers 
reduce their risk when growing food and fiber 
crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock feed.  
Benefits are only available for crops for which the 
catastrophic level of crop insurance is not avail-
able.  NAP is a voluntary program that reduces the 
risk of financial loss when natural disasters cause 
losses or prevented planting of an eligible crop or 
agricultural commodity. 
 
 An eligible natural disaster is any of the follow-
ing: 
 Damaging weather, such as: drought, freeze, 

hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes; 

 An adverse natural occurrence,  such as: earth-
quake or flood;  

 A condition related to damaging weather or an 
adverse natural occurrence, such as: excessive 
heat, plant disease, volcanic smog (VOG), 
insect infestation   

 Any combination of these conditions. 
The natural disaster must occur during the cover-
age period, before or during harvest and must di-
rectly affect the eligible crop. 
 
A service fee of $250 per crop per county or $750 
per producer per county.  The fee for multi county 
producers cannot exceed $1875.  Limited resource 
producers may request a waiver of service fees. 
 
Eligibility for NAP coverage is based on a proven 
history of crop production or on an expected yield 
for the county.  Each unit has an actual production 
history (APH).  Losses exceeding 50 percent of the 
APH will be covered.  Payments are based on 55 
percent of the average market price for the crop, set 
by the New Hampshire State Committee. 

 
 



 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

(CONTINUED) 
 
The application closing dates are: 
 
 SEPTEMBER 1—Fall Seeded Garlic, Orna-

mental Nursery, Christmas Trees, Floriculture 
 SEPTEMBER 30—All Forage Crops. 
 NOVEMBER 20—All Perennial Crops 
 DECEMBER 1—Maple Sap and Honey 
 MARCH 15—Annually Spring Seeded Crops 
 
NOTE:  Hay/Alfalfa Producers are reminded to 
report their 2012 PRODUCTION BY  
 November 15, 2012. 
 
For more information on NAP, give us a call at  
603-353-4650 (ext 2) or stop by and see us at  
19 Archertown Rd, Orford, NH! 
 

FARMING OPERATION CHANGES 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have 
added or dropped rented land from your operation, 
make sure you report the changes to the office as 
soon as possible.  You need to provide a copy of 
your deed or recorded land contract for purchased 
property.  Failure to maintain accurate records with 
FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to 
possible program ineligibility and penalties.  Mak-
ing the record changes now will save you time in 
the spring. Update signature authorization when 
changes in the operation occur.  Producers are re-
minded to contact the office of a change in opera-
tions on a farm so that records can be kept current 
and accurate.   
 
HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMERS 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
farm loans has been established. 
If you believe that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 because 
you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you 
may be eligible to apply for compensation. 
For additional information on this and other settle-
ment issues contact: 
Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, 
please visit: 
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429   
Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation, please visit: 
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-5547  
Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers 
Class Action Settlement please visit: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233 
5506.   
 
 
 

USDA INVITES MINORITY PRODUC-
ERS TO JOIN USDA MINORITY 

FARM REGISTER 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) invites minority farm-
ers and ranchers in New Hampshire and across the 
nation to voluntarily join the USDA Minority Farm 
Register to receive information and opportunities 
from USDA agencies.  
 
The new Minority Farm Register is an outreach 
tool to reach underserved farmers and ranchers 
who may or may not be enrolled in USDA loan, 
farm or conservation programs.  The Register is a 
shared outreach list that will help USDA, commu-
nity-based organizations and minority-serving edu-
cational institutions to communicate with minority 
farmers and ranchers. 
 
By joining the Register, minority producers may 
receive outreach materials, newsletters, and pro-
gram announcements from USDA agencies. They 
may also receive information and assistance from 
other USDA-approved outreach partners, such as 
community-based organizations, faith-based or-
ganizations, and minority-serving educational insti-
tutions. USDA will carefully control access to and 
use of the Register. 
  
Individuals wishing to join the Register must sign 
and date a form that provides their name and ad-
dress. Providing phone numbers, e-mail address, 
race, ethnicity, gender and farm or ranch location 
will be voluntary, although the additional informa-
tion increases the producer’s opportunities for re-
ceiving timely assistance.  
 
The Register pamphlet with the registration form is 
available at your local USDA Service Center or 
from approved USDA outreach partners. Visit the 
New Hampshire FSA website, 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nh, to locate an FSA 
County Office near you. 
 
Completed forms may be mailed to: USDA Minor-
ity Farm Register, USDA Stop Code 0503, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250. FSA and USDA’s Office of Advocacy and 
Outreach are jointly administering the Register. 
Registration forms are available in Spanish (AD-
2035SP) and English (AD-2035) on the FSA web 
site (www.fsa.usda.gov) under “Forms”.  
 
An individual may remove his or her name from 
the Register by writing to the Minority Farm Reg-
ister, USDA Stop Code 0503, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250.  
For more information, please contact the Farm 
Service Agency, STOP 0503, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-0503 (Call 1
-866-538-2610; Fax: 1-866-302-1760; E-mail: 
MSDA@USDA.gov).  
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FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farm-
ers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  Operating loans 
have a current fixed interest rate of 1.25% while farm ownership 
loan rates stand at 3.00%.  Direct operating loans can be used to 
purchase livestock, machinery and equipment, make minor repairs 
to farm real estate and refinance short and intermediate term farm 
operating debt along with other uses.  Farm ownership loans can 
be used to purchase land and farm buildings and to make repairs 
and improvements to farm real estate.  If you are interested in find-
ing out more about FSA loan programs, please contact the local 
office or the loan office in Concord at 223-6003. 
  

 
CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE (HEL & WET-

LAND) 
Producers intending to remove fence rows, convert woodlots to 
cropland, install new drainage, or improve or modify existing 
drainage, must notify the FSA and update Form AD-1026.  FSA 
will notify NRCS and NRCS will make HEL and wetland techni-
cal determinations.  Farmers with HEL determined soils are re-
minded of tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements per their 
conservation plan.  Failure to obtain ADVANCE approval for any 
of these situations can result in the loss of eligibility and all federal 
payments.  

 
 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

September 1 
NAP applications due for Garlic, Aquaculture, 
Christmas Trees, Floriculture, Ornamental Nursery 

September 3 Labor Day—Office Closed 

September 30 NAP applications due for Perennial Forage 

October 8 Columbus Day—Office Closed 

November 5 Election Ballots Mailed 

November 12 Veterans Day—Office Closed 

November 15 
********Acreage Reports due for 2013********            
Perennial Forage, Fall Forage Seeding, and         
Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

December 1 NAP applications due for Maple Sap and Honey 

November 15 **Report Hay/Alfalfa NAP Production for 2012** 
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