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    April  2011 
 
 
 FSA OFFICE 
 
     Burlington 
       Camden 
         Ocean 
 
1971 Jacksonville  
 Jobstown Road,  
Columbus, N.J.  08022 
 
609-267-1639 phone 
609-261-3007  fax 
www.fsa.usda.gov/NJ 
 
        Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
George H. Adams Sr. 
Marilyn L. Russo 
Louis Parzanese 
John H. Hunter 
Ralph W. Wainwright 
 
    COC meets: 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
(call office for times) 
 
  County Staff 
Nick Morolda CED 
Robert Maxwell FLM 
Jim Mellor PT 
Craig Christo PT 
Julia Coriaty PT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CRP Signup Ends April 15 
Farmers and ranchers have until April 15 to 

enroll eligible land into the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) during the general sign-up 
period, which opened earlier this month. 

Contracts awarded under this sign-up are 
scheduled to become effective Oct. 1, 2011.  
Additionally, current CRP participants with 
contracts expiring this fall may make new con-
tract offers.   
  FSA will evaluate and rank eligible CRP offers 
using an Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) 
that shows the wildlife, water, soil, and air ben-
efits of enrolling the land in CRP.  Decisions on 
the EBI cutoff will be made after the sign-up 
ends and after analyzing the EBI data of all the 
offers.  

In addition to the general sign-up, CRP's con-
tinuous sign-up program will be ongoing.  Con-
tinuous acres represent the most environmental-
ly desirable and sensitive land. More informa-
tion can be found online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp   

 
Asparagus Signup Deadline 

Domestic asparagus producers may apply 
through April 8, 2011 for compensation due to 
marketing losses resulting from imports during 
the 2004 through 2007 crop years.   

The Asparagus Revenue Market Loss Assis-
tance Payment Program (ALAP) provides a 
one-time payment to eligible asparagus produc-
ers. Maximum per pound payment rates are 
$1.06 per pound for fresh market asparagus and 
$1.08 per pound for asparagus marketed for 
processing. Payments to asparagus producers 
will be calculated for each asparagus farm oper-
ation based on their 2003 marketed production 
quantities. A producer that did not harvest aspa-
ragus in 2007 does not meet that eligibility re-
quirement. 

For more information on the ALAP Program, 
contact the nearest Farm Service Agency county 
office or go online to http://www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2011 DCP Signup  

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Coun-
ter-cyclical Program (DCP) will continue 
through June 1, 2011. USDA urges produc-
ers to make use of the eDCP automated 
website to sign up, or producers can visit 
any USDA Service Center to complete their 
2011 DCP contract. 

 USDA computes DCP payments using 
base acres and payment yields established 
for each farm. Eligible producers receive 
direct payments at rates established by sta-
tute regardless of market prices. For 2011, 
eligible producers may request advanced 
direct payments based on 22 percent of the 
direct payment. 

For more information on this or other FSA 
programs, contact the nearest FSA office.   
 
ACRE 

The optional ACRE program provides a 
safety net based on state revenue losses and 
acts in place of the price-based safety net of 
counter-cyclical payments under DCP. The 
June 1, 2011, signup deadline is mandatory 
for all participants. USDA will not accept 
any late-filed applications.  

A farm's payment is based on a revenue 
guarantee calculated using a five year aver-
age state yield and the most recent two year 
national price for each eligible commodity.  

 An ACRE payment is issued when both 
the state and the farm have incurred a reve-
nue loss. The total number of planted acres 
for which a producer may receive ACRE 
payments may not exceed the total base on 
the farm. For participating in ACRE, in ad-
dition to not receiving counter-cyclical 
payments, a farm's direct payment is re-
duced by 20 percent, and marketing loan 
rates are reduced by 30 percent. 

 The decision to enroll in the ACRE pro-
gram is irrevocable. The owner of the farm 
and all producers on the farm must agree to 
enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm 
will remain in ACRE through the 2012 crop 
year.    
 

Dates to Remember 
March 31 Honey Loans Close 
April 8 Asparagus Signup Ends 
April 15 CRP General Signup Ends 
May 31 Small Grain Reporting Deadline 
Jun 1 ACRE Signup Ends 
Jun 1 2011 DCP Enrollment Ends 
  
  
  

Selected Interest Rates for 
April 2011 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.75%
Farm Ownership & Conservation Loans 5.00%
Limited Resource Loans 5.00%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50%

Emergency Loans 3.75%
Farm Storage Facility Loans 7-year 2.75%
Farm Storage Facility Loans 10-Yr -3.375% &12yr 3.625%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.250%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

 

  PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

CITY, STATE 
PERMIT #XXX  

Farm Record Changes 
 If you are changing your operation entity type, adding or dropping cropland or farms, or adding entities to 
your operation, contact the FSA county office to ensure program eligibility for 2011.   
 
Join USDA and FSA in celebrating Earth Day 2011  

April 22 marks Earth Day 2011. In recognition of the power of millions of individual actions, Earth Day 
2011 will be organized around A Billion Acts of Green®: Personal, organizational and corporate pledges to 
live and act sustainably. The first Earth Day was celebrated on April 22, 1970. The passage of the landmark 
Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act and many other groundbreaking environmental laws 
soon followed. The Earth Day Network (EDN) works with over 22,000 partners in 192 countries and more 
than 1 billion people now participate in Earth Day activities each year, making it the largest civic observance in 
the world. For more information about Earth Day, visit www.earthday.org. 
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Eligible Losses for    
NAP 

 
NAP covers participants for 
“nature disasters” such as: 
 

 Drought 
 Hail 
 Freeze 
 Excessive moisture 
 Wind 

 
Did you know that NAP al-
so covers participants for 
conditions resulting from 
“natural disasters” such as: 
 

 Heat 
 Disease 
 Insect infestation 

 
 
 
Important facts regarding 

the NAP program: 
 
Applications must be 
signed before the sales 
closing date for the crop. 
 
Crop losses must be re-
ported within 15 days of the 
weather related event be-
coming apparent. 
 
To be considered timely 
filed, prevented planted 
losses must be reported 
within 15 calendar days af-
ter the final planting date. 

2009 SURE  PROGRAM 
The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pro-

gram (SURE) provides benefits for farm reve-
nue losses due to natural disaster. To be eligible 
for SURE payments, a producer is required to 
obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties 
or, if crop insurance is not available, to partici-
pate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP).  Grazed acreage is not eligible for the 
NAP program.  Crop insurance or NAP cover-
age is no longer required for crops that are not 
of economic significance or those where the 
administrative fee required to buy NAP cover-
age exceeds 10 percent of the value of the cov-
erage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the 
definition of socially disadvantaged, limited re-
source, or beginning farmer or rancher are ex-
empt from the risk management purchase re-
quirement.  

 Applications for the 2009 SURE Program are 
being accepted and must be signed and on file 
by the deadline date of July 29, 2011. 

There are certain conditions that trigger SURE 
payments. For details and clarification call or 
stop by the local FSA office.    
 
Acreage Certification 

Time is nearing for producers to certify their 
2011 acreage.  Filing an accurate acreage report 
for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planting acreage, can 
prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of pro-
grams. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 
days of the disaster event and before disposition 
of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported 
no later than 15 days after the final planting 
date. 

Acreage reports are necessary for many Farm 
Service Agency programs and are required to be 
certified by the May 31, 2011 deadline on small 
grains and the July 15, 2011 deadline on all 
other crops. 

Acreage reports on crops covered by NAP 
(Noninsured Crop Assistance Program) are due 
in the county office by the earlier of the dead-
lines above or 15 calendar days before the onset 
of harvest or grazing of the specific crop 
acreage being reported.   
 
Adjusted Gross Income 

USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have 
established an electronic information exchange 
process for verifying compliance with the ad-
justed gross income (AGI) provisions for farm 
programs.  Written consent is required from 
each producer or payment recipient for the tax 
review process.  No actual tax data will be in-
cluded in the report that IRS sends to FSA.   

This ensures that payments are not issued 
to producers whose AGI exceeds certain lim-
its.  The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are 
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commod-
ity and disaster programs; $750,000 farm av-
erage AGI for direct payments; and $1 mil-
lion nonfarm average AGI for conservation 
programs.  

Participants in CCC programs subject to 
average AGI rules must submit form CCC-
927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Ent-
ity) to the Internal Revenue Service by June 
15 to avoid interruption of program benefits.  
These forms may be obtained from local 
FSA and NRCS offices or online at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainse
rvlet.    
 
Assistance for Livestock 
Losses  
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Ho-
ney Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) - 
Provides Emergency relief to producers of 
livestock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish. 
Covers losses from disaster such as adverse 
weather or other conditions, such as blizzards 
and wildfires not adequately covered by any 
other disaster program.  
  
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
- Provides financial assistance to producers 
who suffered grazing losses due to drought 
or fire.  
  
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) – 
Provides assistance to producers for livestock 
deaths that result from disaster.  
 

For details and clarification call or stop by 
the local FSA office.    

 
Hispanic and Women Far-
mers 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic 
and women farmers and ranchers who be-
lieve they were discriminated against when 
seeking USDA farm loans is being estab-
lished. 

If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly 
denied farm loan benefits to you between 
1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or 
because you are female, you may be eligible 
to apply for compensation. 

For additional information on this and other 
settlement issues contact: 

 
 Hispanic and Women Farmer 

Claims Process, please visit: 
www.farmerclaims.gov or call  
1-888-508-4429;   

 
 

 

 

2012 EQIP 

The Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) is a 
voluntary conservation 
program for persons 
who are engaged in li-
vestock, forestry or 
agricultural production, 
including organic pro-
duction. EQIP offers fi-
nancial and technical 
assistance to implement 
conservation practices 
on eligible agricultural 
land.   

NRCS professionals 
work with producers to 
develop a conservation 
plan for their operation, 
design conservation 
practices, and provide 
guidance to help im-
plement the plan.    

Applicants must have 
an interest in an agricul-
tural operation, and be 
compliant with the con-
servation provisions of 
the 2008 farm bill with 
current crop and pro-
ducer records on file 
with USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency.  

 

The application period 
runs through August 31, 
2011 for 2012 fiscal 
year funding.  Please 
see the NRCS website 
for additional informa-
tion 
www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov. 

 

 

 Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrim-
ination Litigation, please visit: 
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-
866-950-5547;  
 

 Keepseagle  - The Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement 
please visit: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-
888-233-5506.   

 
Cold Storage Facility Loans 

 The Farm Storage Facility Loan program al-
lows producers to build cold storage facilities to 
store their fresh fruits and vegetables. To be eli-
gible, cold storage facilities must have a useful 
life of 15 years and include:  

 New structures suitable for a cold sto-
rage facility;  

 New walk-in, prefabricated, permanent-
ly-installed coolers suitable for storing 
fresh fruits and vegetables;  

 New permanently affixed cooling, circu-
lating and monitoring equipment;  

 Electrical equipment integral to the 
proper operation of a cold storage facili-
ty;  

 An addition or modification to an exist-
ing storage facility.  

USDA will not make cold storage facility 
loans for portable structures, portable handling 
and cooling equipment, used or pre-owned 
structures, cooling equipment or structures 
deemed unsuitable.  

The maximum loan amount for a Farm Sto-
rage Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which 
requires a down payment of at least 15 percent. 
Applications must be approved before construc-
tion can begin. Loan terms of seven, 10 or 12 
years are available depending on the amount of 
the loan.  

For more information on this program or other 
FSA farm programs please contact the local 
FSA county office or visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Beginning and Limited Re-
source Loans 

FSA has a program to assist beginning far-
mers and or members of socially disadvantaged 
groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Under 
these designated farm loan programs, FSA can 
provide financing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who: 

 
 Has operated a farm for not more that 10 

years 
 
 

 Will materially and substantially par-
ticipate in the operation of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan as-
sessment, borrower training and fi-
nancial management program spon-
sored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 
percent of the county’s median size. 

 
Each member of an entity must meet the 

eligibility requirements. Loan approval is 
not guaranteed.  

Additional program information, loan ap-
plications, and other materials are available 
at the local USDA Service Center or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov and www.nrcs.usda.gov .   

 
Direct and Guaranteed 
Loans 

The Farm Service Agency is committed to 
providing family farmers with loans to meet 
their farm credit needs.  If you are having 
trouble getting the credit you need for your 
farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct 
and guaranteed loans are currently availa-
ble.   

Farm ownership loans or farm operating 
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed 
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of 
$1,119,000.  Producers are encouraged to 
apply early so that a loan can be processed 
and funded in a timely manner.  

FSA employees will help you complete the 
necessary application and other forms, and 
help you understand what information is re-
quired, where to find it or who to contact to 
get it.  To find out more about FSA loan pro-
grams, contact the county office staff. 
 
Conservation Loan Pro-
gram 

The Conservation Loan (CL) program 
provides farmers with the funding necessary 
to implement conservation measures on 
their land.  The available limit for a direct 
CL is $300,000, and the limit for a guaran-
teed CL is $1,119,000.   

The Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) will work with applicants to 
develop a conservation plan containing ap-
proved conservation practices, such as water 
conservation structures, forest cover, per-
manent pastures, manure digesters and other 
installations.   

For more information on a potential Con-
servation Loan, call the local FSA office 
and make an appointment with a loan offic-
er.   
 


