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Farm Storage Facility Loan  
Program Changes 

 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program al-
lows producers of eligible commodities to obtain 
low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm stor-
age and handling facilities.  

 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan 
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now re-
quired to provide a down payment of 15 percent, 
with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 
percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facility 
and permanent drying and handling equipment. 
New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available 
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates 
for each term rate may be different and are based 
on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury 
Department. 

 
Payments are available in the form of a partial dis-
bursement and the remaining final disbursement. 
The partial disbursement will be available after a 
portion of the construction has been completed. 
The final fund disbursement will be made when all 
construction is completed. The maximum amount of 
the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the 
projected and approved total loan amount. 

 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the 
FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. 
An FSFL must be approved before any site prepa-
ration or construction can begin. 

 
The following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: 
 

 Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, 
peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds har-
vested as whole grain 

 Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley 
harvested as other-than-whole grain 

 Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry 
peas 

 
 

 Hay 
 Renewable biomass 
 Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold 

storage facilities 
 

For more information about FSFL please visit your 
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
NAP Coverage 
 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that 
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic 
loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible 
crop by providing coverage equivalent to catastro-
phic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each 
commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except 
livestock, for which CAT is not available.   
 
The regular application deadline dates for 2010 cov-
erage is as follows:  
8/1/2009- Strawberries 
 
9/1/2009- Christmas Trees, Fin Fish, Flowers, 
Grass (SOD) & Nursery (2010 only. Will change to 
5/1 for 2011 coverage) 
 
9/30/2009- Barley, Clover, Grass, Mixed Forage, 
Rye & Wheat 
 
11/20/2009- Apples, Apricots, Blueberries, Cane-
berries, Cherries, Cranberries, Grapes, Honey, 
Nectarines, Onions, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Scal-
lions & Shallots 
 
12/31/2009- Asparagus, Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage, 
Carrots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs, Horseradish, 
Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip, Peas, Potatoes, 
Radishes, Rhubarb & Turnips 
 
3/15/2010- Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Cantaloupe, 
Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant, Honeydew, 
Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins, Sorghum, Sor-
ghum Forage, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflower, 
Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Tomatoes, Water-
melon & Yams   
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Some of these crops are actually covered by inde-
pendent crop insurance agents.  This will vary by 
county.   
 
The following crops are covered by independent 
crop insurance agents for these counties: 
 
Atlantic County- Apples, Blueberries, Corn, Fresh 
Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches, Potatoes, 
and Soybeans 
 
Cape May County- Corn, Fresh Market Sweet 
Corn, Nursery, Processing Beans and Soybeans 
 
Cumberland County- Apples, Barley, Corn, Fresh 
Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches, Potatoes, 
Processing Beans, Soybeans, Tomatoes, and 
Wheat 
 
In order to be eligible for disaster assistance pro-
grams, like SURE, producers are required to timely 
purchase, at a minimum, CAT coverage for all insur-
able crops and/or NAP coverage for all non-
insurable crops on their entire farm. 
 
NAP coverage for 2010 costs $250 per crop, but 
not more than $750 per producer per county, or not 
more than $1875 total per producer for all counties. 
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2009 NAP 
crops may choose to continue coverage on the 
same crop or crops for 2010, if the applicable service 
fee is submitted by the application closing date. A 
new CCC-471, application for coverage is not re-
quired to be signed when applying for continuous 
coverage of the same crop or crops. 
 
Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or de-
lete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or 
changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with 
signatures and pay the applicable service fee. 
 
Producers with 2009 NAP coverage must remember 
to complete the following to qualify for benefits: 
 

 Timely file acreage reports and keep track 
of harvested production using acceptable 
methods. For example, bale weights or 
other means of determining quantities of 
hay are required. 
 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of 
when a loss is apparent, due to drought, 
hail, etc.   

 
 

SAFE Conservation Projects 
 
Enrollment in New Jersey State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) continues.  SAFE is a com-
ponent of the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), tailored to specific watershed areas. 
 
SAFE practices serve to restore wildlife habitat by 
establishing small blocks of grassland (10-40 
acres) and enhancing existing habitats.  Certain 
wildlife species are in decline, and SAFE habitats 
are designed to help revitalize these populations.   
 
Under CRP, farmers enroll eligible land in 10 to 15-
year contracts.  These plantings help prevent soil 
and nutrients from running into regional waterways 
and affecting water quality.  The long-term vegeta-
tive cover also improves wildlife habitat and soil 
quality. 
 
In addition to the annual rental payment and cost-
share, SAFE may offer participants an up front one-
time CRP Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) of $100 
per each SIP-eligible acre and a Practice Incentive 
Payment when cost share is made. 
 
For more information about potential SAFE projects 
in your area, contact your local FSA office. 
 
Succession in Interest 
 
If you have made changes that affect your interest in 
base acres since you signed your last Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must report 
these successions-in-interest to the county com-
mittee by Sept. 30, so a final determination can be 
made on who is eligible for the program on the farm. 
Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest in-
clude: 
 A sale of land  
 A change of operator or producer, including a 

an increase or decrease in the number of part-
ners  

 A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of 
the farm.  

 A change in producer shares to reflect changes 
in the producer's share of the crop(s) that were 
originally approved on the contract. 
 

If a succession-in-interest has taken place, you, as 
the “predecessor,” are required to refund any ad-
vance DCP payments you received for the affected 
base acres before a payment can be made to the 
“successor.”  
Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in 
contract termination and a loss of program benefits 
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for all producers involved.  
Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
 
FSA is currently accepting applications from bio-
mass facilities interested in participating in the Bio-
mass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP).  Once an 
agreement is signed between FSA and a facility 
and funding through the program is provided, the 
facilities can begin accepting materials. Producers 
who sell these materials can apply for matching 
payments under the collection, harvest, storage 
and transportation (CHST) component of BCAP. 
  
The matching CHST payments are paid at a rate of 
$1 for $1 per dry-ton equivalent received from a 
qualified biomass conversion facility, not to exceed 
$45 per dry-ton equivalent. A biomass owner is eli-
gible to receive payments for two years. The pur-
pose of the matching payments is to assist biomass 
producers with the CHST cost of delivering bio-
mass to a qualified biomass conversion facility.  
Once a facility becomes qualified, eligible material 
owners or producers who deliver biomass to that 
facility may be eligible to receive CHST payments.  
Eligible material owners or producers, who market 
eligible material to a qualified biomass conversion 
facility, may apply for the matching CHST payment 
at their FSA county office. An application must be 
submitted before the eligible material is sold and 
delivered to a qualified biomass conversion facility. 
After the product is delivered, a producer must pro-
vide FSA with documentation of product quantity, 
quality and payment rate. County offices will vali-
date payment requests with information in the 
county office and information provided under the 
terms of MOUs with the qualified biomass conver-
sion facilities. CHST payments will not be author-
ized until after an appropriate environmental 
analysis has been conducted.  
Biomass conversion facilities and material owners 
or producers should contact their FSA state offices 
or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more information 
 
County Committee Elections 
 
A slate of nominees for your county committee elec-
tion has been established. The next step in the elec-
tion process is the mailing of the ballots, which will 
begin on November 6, 2009.  Voters have until De-
cember 7, 2009, to return their properly completed 
ballots to the county office. Elected committee mem-
bers and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2010. 
 
Prospective Voter Requirements - Anyone who 
meets the requirements in either, 1 or 2, as well as 

item number 3, is eligible to vote for county commit-
tee members. 
 
1. Voter is of legal voting age and participates or 
cooperates in any FSA program, or 
2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but super-
vises and conducts the farming operations on an 
entire farm. 
3. The voter must also be eligible to participate in 
any FSA program provided by law, regardless of the 
status of funding. 
 
Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall be 
denied the right to vote because of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political be-
liefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. 
  
If you have any questions about your voter eligibility, 
please contact your county office staff. 
 
Rural Youth Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural 
youths to establish and operate income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and pro-
vide the youth with practical business and educa-
tional experience. The maximum loan amount is 
$5000. 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 
 
 Be a citizen of the United States (which in-

cludes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
legal resident alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility re-

quirements  
 Reside in a rural area, city or town with a 

population of 50,000 or fewer people 
 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
 Conduct a modest income-producing project 

in a supervised program of work as outlined 
above  

 Demonstrate capability of planning, manag-
ing and operating the project under guid-
ance and assistance from a project 
advisor. The project supervisor must rec-
ommend the project and the loan, along with 
providing adequate supervision.  

 
Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.  The FSA staff 
can help you with questions you may have about a 
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Dates to Remember 

September 1 
NAP closing for Christmas trees, Fin 
Fish, Flowers, Grass (SOD) & Nurs-
ery 

September 7 Office Closed- Labor day 

September 30 NAP Closing for Barley, Clover, 
Grass, Mixed Forage, Rye & Wheat 

October 12 Office Closed- Columbus day 

November 20  

NAP closing for Apples, Apricots, 
Blueberry, Caneberry, Cherry, Cran-
berry, Grapes, Honey, Nectarines, 
Onions, Peaches, Pears, Plums, 
Scallions & shallots 

December 31 

NAP closing for Asparagus, Beets, 
Broccoli, Cabbage, Carrots, Cauli-
flower, Greens, Herbs, Horseradish, 
Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip, 
Peas, Potatoes, Radishes, Rhubarb 
& Turnips 
 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve 
program 

 
Visit our Web site at 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age disability and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an in-
dividual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance,1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Atlantic/ Cape May/ Cumberland County  
USDA Farm Service Agency 
1317 S. Main Rd. Bldg. 3 
Vineland, NJ 08360 

particular program. 
FSA Farm Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers and ranchers to 
purchase farmland and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs 
are designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private 
or commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are beginning farmers who 
have insufficient net worth to qualify for financing through a commercial 
lender. In other instances, borrowers might have suffered setbacks from 
natural disasters or might be persons with limited resources.   
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct 
loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a 
maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000. Emergency loans are always direct 
loans for farmers who may have suffered physical or production losses in 
disaster areas designated by a Presidential or Secretarial disaster declara-
tion. Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for socially 
disadvantaged applicants are also available through FSA.  
For detail information loan eligibility or the different available loan programs, 
just contact the county office staff for an appointment with a farm loan offi-
cer. 


