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USDA Service Center 
 
Atlantic/ Cape May/ 
Cumberland County FSA 
1317 S. Main Rd. Bldg. 3 
Vineland, NJ 08360 
856-205-1225 (phone) 
856-205-0691 (fax) 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Anthony Melora 
Florence Ale 
Sue Wheeler 
David T. Sheppard Jr. 
Charles Muzzarelli Sr. 
 
County Committee meets 
2nd Wednesday of month 
 
County Staff 
Angela J. Andreoli, CED 
Robert R. Maxwell, FLM 
Toni Brooks, FLO 
Ellen Schmidt, FLO 
Lori Tobin, PT 
Lorna Hofstetter, PT 
Dawn Freeman, PT 
Ashlea Visconti, FLOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
2010 FSA County Committee Elections 
 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) county committees is important 
to ALL farmers and ranchers, whether beginning or 
long established, with large or small operations. It is
crucial that every eligible producer participate in 
these elections because FSA county committees 
are a link between the agricultural community and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   
 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical 
component of FSA operations.  The intent is to 
have the COC reflect the makeup of the producers 
and to represent all constituents.  This means whe-
rever possible, minorities, women or lower income 
producers need to be on the committee to speak for 
these underrepresented groups. 

County committees provide local input on: 

 Commodity price support loans and pay-
ments 

 Conservation programs 
 Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments 

for some commodities 
 Emergency programs 
 Payment eligibility 

 
FSA county committees operate within official regu-
lations designed to carry out federal laws. County 
committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.  

Election Period 

June 15, 2010 – The nomination period begins. 
Request nomination forms from the local USDA 
Service Center or obtain online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669
a_commiteeelectform.pdf  
   
Aug. 2, 2010 - Last day to file nomination forms 
(FSA-669A) at the local USDA Service Center  
Nov. 5, 2010 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters 
Dec. 6, 2010 - Last day to return voted ballots to 
the USDA Service Center 
Jan. 1, 2010 - Newly elected county committee 
members take office 
 

 
 

Who Can Hold Office 
To hold office as a county committee member, a 
person must meet the basic eligibility criteria. 

 Participate or cooperate in a program ad-
ministered by FSA 

 Be eligible to vote in a county committee 
election 

 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a 
candidate 
 

Not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of 

county committee member, alternate or 
employee 

 Removed for cause from any public office 
or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, 
embezzlement or any other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any branch 
of the armed services. 
 

Nominations 
To become a nominee, eligible individuals must 
sign nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes 
a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if 
elected. This form is available at USDA Service 
Centers and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0
669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local USDA Service 
Center by close of business on Aug. 2, 2010.   
 
Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program may be nominated for the coun-
ty committee. Individuals may nominate themselves 
or others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations 
representing minority and women farmers or 
ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomination 
forms are filed for the county committee of the of-
fice that administers a producer’s farm records. 
 
Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age may be 
eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate in 
any FSA program. A person who is not of legal vot-
ing age but supervises and conducts the farming 
operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to 
vote. More information about voting eligibility re-
quirements can be found in the FSA fact sheet 
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     titled “FSA County Committee Election - Eligibility 
to Vote and Hold Office as a County Committee 
Member.” Producers may contact their local USDA 
Service Center for more information. 

 
Acreage Reporting 
 
The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres 
for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety 
of Farm Service Agency programs.  All cropland on 
the farm must be reported to receive benefits from 
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Average 
Crop Revenue Election, marketing assistance 
loans, Load Deficiency Payments, Conservation 
Reserve Program and the Non-Insured Disaster 
Assistance Program. 
 
Crops reported on form FSA-578, “Report of 
Acreage”, must account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted. Producers need to file their 
acreage reports by May 31st for small grains and July 
15th for most other crops. 
 
Prevented Planting: 
Prevented planting needs be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after the final planting date. 
 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before dispo-
sition of the crop, and producers must be able to es-
tablish to the satisfaction of the county committee 
that the crop failed and was prevented from being 
replanted through the normal planting period be-
cause of natural disaster conditions. 
 
Please call the office if you have questions about the 
reporting deadlines for the type of crops you grow. 
 
NAP Loss Filing 
 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) or crop insurance, you 
must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA 
County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of 
the disaster or when losses become apparent.  
 
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report 
and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days 
of the final planting date for the crop. 
 

NAP Records 
 
Production records for individual crops need to be 
filed with our office to establish an approved NAP 
yield.  If this is the first year you participated in 
NAP, you can provide production and acreage in-
formation from prior years to establish your yield.  If 
you participated in NAP in previous years, you must 
report your production and acreage on a yearly ba-
sis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records submit-
ted must be reliable or verifiable.  Records need to 
show crop disposition.  We recommend producers 
submit 2009 production records as soon as harvest 
is complete.  All production records must be 
submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final 
acreage reporting date. 
 
Farm Reconstitutions 
 
At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts 
having the same owner and the same operator un-
der one farm serial number.  When changes in own-
ership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution 
is necessary.  If an owner or operator cannot agree 
about program participation, like in the case of the 
ACRE program, then producers should inquire about 
a reconstitution at the local FSA office. 
 
Remember, to be effective for the current year, re-
cons must be requested by August 2, 2010 for farms 
enrolled in specific programs.   
 
The following are the different methods used when 
doing a farm recon. 
·    Estate Method — the division of bases, allot-

ments and quotas for a parent farm among 
heirs in settling an estate; 

 
·     Designation of Landowner Method — may 

be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is 
sold to two or more persons; (3) farm owner-
ship is transferred to two or more persons; (4) 
part of a tract is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more per-
sons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons. In order to use this me-
thod the land sold must have been owned for 
at least three years, or a waiver granted, and 
the buyer and seller must sign a Memoran-
dum of Understanding; 

 
·     DCP Cropland Method — the division of 

bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the 
DCP cropland on the parent tract; 
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·     Default Method — the division of bases for a 

parent farm with each tract maintaining the 
bases attributed to the tract level when the 
reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
If payments have already been issued on a particu-
lar farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the 
next year, unless the payments are refunded. Re-
quest for recons should be filed by June 1. 

SURE Program 
 
The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses 
due to natural disasters that incurred in the crop 
years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be eli-
gible for SURE payments, a producer is required to 
obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or, 
if crop insurance is not available, to participate in 
the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except 
for grazed acreage.  However, crop insurance or 
NAP coverage is no longer required for crops that 
are not of economic significance or those where the 
administrative fee required to buy NAP coverage 
exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the de-
finition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Re-
source, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher are 
exempt from the risk management purchase re-
quirement.   

The following conditions trigger SURE pay-
ments:   

• At least one crop of economic significance 
must suffer a 10% production loss due to an 
eligible disaster condition 

• Prop of economic significance is a crop that 
has contributed or would have contributed at 
least 5% or more of the total expected reve-
nue from all crops on the farm 

• Producers in counties declared disaster 
counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or 
in contiguous counties, or those who show 
proof of an individual loss of at least 50% are
eligible to receive SURE payments for crop 
producer or crop quality losses.  Losses are 
measured with consideration to the whole-
farm revenue, which includes crop insurance 
indemnities and commodity program pay-
ments, so that producers are not paid more 
than once for the same loss.  

A SURE calculator is available at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home
&subject=diap&topic=sure.  The calculator is not 
official, but is intended for educational use.  A fact 

sheet and backgrounder are also available online. 
  
Measurement Service 
 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop 
plantings and land use acreages can make it offi-
cial by using the FSA measurement service. Pro-
ducers must file a request with the county office 
staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have stake 
and referencing done on the farm.  Measurement 
service is available using digital imagery and where 
an on-site visit is not required are charged at a re-
duced rate. 

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in 
reduced program payments, penalty, or loss of eli-
gibility. 

Producers can request ortho-imagery and CLU 
covering their land (commonly referred to as a clip) 
at no charge.   This would provide the acreage of an 
entire field.    

  
Early Land Preparation for CRP 
 
Beginning May 1 for arid areas, or July 1, of the fi-
nal year of a Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) contract, cover may be destroyed on certain 
acreage before the contract expires to prepare a 
seedbed for fall seeded crop. A CRP general sig-
nup may occur in Fiscal Year (FY) 2010. Questions 
have arisen concerning the general signup eligibili-
ty of land that is expiring from CRP that is ap-
proved for early land preparation. 
 
CRP participants that signed CRP-1G, Addendum, 
Modification To Allow Early Land Preparation, ap-
proved before April 22, 2010, to begin early land 
preparation were informed that beginning early 
land preparation activity will affect general signup 
eligibility.  
 
If early land preparation activity is performed, the 
land is not eligible to be offered for the anticipated 
FY 2010 general signup.  However, the CRP-1G 
may be withdrawn provided cover has not been 
damaged or destroyed because of early land prep-
aration. 
 
If no early land preparation activity was performed, 
the land is otherwise eligible to be offered for the 
anticipated FY 2010 general signup. 
 
If the county committee has not approved the CRP-
1G Addendum, the CRP-1G shall be voided and 
the participant will be informed that a new CRP-1G 
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Dates to Remember 

June 15 COC nominations period opens 
July 5 Office Closed- Independence Day 

July 15 
Reporting deadline for most crops 
except small grains 

July 15 
Last day to report prior year’s pro-
duction for 2010 APH 

August 1 NAP closing for Strawberries 

August 2 
Last day to file COC election nomi-
nation forms 

September 1 NAP closing for Christmas trees, Fin 
Fish, Flowers& Grass (SOD) 

September 6 Office Closed- Labor day 

September 30 NAP Closing for Barley, Clover, 
Grass, Mixed Forage, Rye & Wheat 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve 
program 

 
 

Visit our Web site at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age disability and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an in-
dividual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance,1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Atlantic/ Cape May/ Cumberland County  
USDA Farm Service Agency 
1317 S. Main Rd. Bldg. 3 
Vineland, NJ 08360 

Addendum that includes general signup eligibility provisions must be filed. 
 
Additional information on early land preparation for expiring CRP acres is available 
at FSA county offices.   

 
Be Counted! 
 
FSA wants to encourage all producers to complete the census. We realize 
as more of our population moves to urban areas, rural communities feel the 
impact. There are fewer people to work the farms and ranches, fewer stu-
dents in our schools, and fewer customers in local businesses.  
 
The census is used to determine the amount of funds a community receives 
to rebuild after a natural disaster. It is used to determine the number of 
seats a state has in the House of Representatives. It determines how over 
$400 billion in federal funds is allocated to states and communities.  
 

 The census is important; make sure your community is counted. 


