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Atlantic/ Cape May/ Cumberland County News

CRP Sign-up Opens August 2

A general sign-up has opened for the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP) as of August 2,
2010, and will continue through August 27,
2010. During the sign-up period, farmers and
ranchers may offer eligible land for CRP's
competitive general sign-up.

CRP provides conservation practices that pre-
serve the soil, clean water, and restore wild-
life habitat. Producers enrolling in CRP plant
long-term, resource-conserving covers in ex-
change for annual rental payments, cost-
share, and technical assistance. Participants
voluntarily remove environmentally sensitive
land from agricultural production by entering
into long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years.
USDA is authorized to maintain CRP enroll-
ment up to 32 million acres. All interested
farmers and ranchers should contact the local
FSA office to learn more about this program.

CREP & Continuous CRP

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP) is a program to decrease erosion,
restore wildlife habitat, and safeguard ground
and surface water. CREP is a partnership with
federal and state government. It is also for
specific geographic areas.

Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying
for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) or Continuous CRP will be eli-
gible for annual rental payments and cost-
share of up to 50 percent on approved practic-
es. These programs will remain funded, and
continue to provide heightened environmental
benefits.

NAP Coverage
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-

gram (NAP) was designed to reduce financial

losses that occur when natural disasters cause
a catastrophic loss of production or prevented
planting of an eligible crop by providing cover-

age equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance.
Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or
agricultural commodity, except livestock, for
which CAT is not available.

The application deadline date for 2011 cover-
age is as follows:
8/1/2010- Strawberries

9/1/2010- Christmas Trees, Fin Fish, Flowers
& Grass (SOD)

9/30/2010- Barley, Clover, Grass, Mixed Fo-
rage, Rye & Wheat

11/20/2010- Apples, Apricots, Blueberries,
Caneberries, Cherries, Cranberries, Grapes,
Honey, Nectarines, Onions, Peaches, Pears,
Plums, Scallions & Shallots

12/31/2010- Asparagus, Beets, Broccoli, Cab-
bage, Carrots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs,
Horseradish, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip,
Peas, Potatoes, Radishes, Rhubarb & Turnips

3/15/2011- Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Canta-
loupe, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant,
Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins,
Sorghum, Sorghum Forage, Soybeans, Squash,
Sunflower, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Toma-
toes, Watermelon & Yams

5/1/2011- Nursery (2012 coverage)

Some of these crops are actually covered by
independent crop insurance agents. This will
vary by county.

The following crops are covered by indepen-
dent crop insurance agents for these coun-
ties:

Atlantic County- Apples, Blueberries, Corn,
Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches,
Potatoes, and Soybeans



Cape May County- Corn, Fresh Market Sweet
Corn, Nursery, Processing Beans and Soy-
beans

Cumberland County- Apples, Barley, Corn,
Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches,
Potatoes, Processing Beans, Soybeans, Toma-
toes, and Wheat

Producers who already have coverage on 2010
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage
on the same crop or crops for 2011, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date. A new CCC-471, application
for coverage is not required to be signed when
applying for continuous coverage of the same
Crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from the previous year’s cov-
erage or change crop shares must file a new
CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applica-
ble service fee.

Producers with 2010 NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qualify
for benefits:

= Timely file acreage reports and keep track
of harvested production using acceptable
methods. For example, bale weights or
other means of determining quantities of
hay are required.

= File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of
when a loss is apparent, due to drought,
hail, etc.

For more information on NAP coverage
please contact the office.

Timely Filing of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report
failed acreage and prevented planting and
may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of
Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file
a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the
disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage re-
port and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 ca-
lendar days of the final planting date for the
crop.

County Committee Elections

The Farm Service Agency is currently prepar-
ing a slate of candidates to be placed on the
county committee election ballot. Each year,
an election is held in a different LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-
year term is expiring. In counties with three
LAAs, one seat is up for election. In combined
counties in some years, two seats may be up
for election. The following are candidate eli-
gibility requirements for becoming a COC
member.

Candidate Eligibility

To hold office as a county committee member,

a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria
below:

e Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA

e Be eligible to vote in a county com-
mittee election

e Reside in the LAA in which the person
is a candidate

o Not have been:

0 Removed or disqualified from
the office of county commit-
tee member, alternate or
employee

0 Removed for cause from any
public office or have been
convicted of fraud, larceny,
embezzlement or any other
felony

0 Dishonorably discharged from
any branch of the armed ser-
vices.

Voting

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters begin-
ning Nov. 5, and must be returned to the coun-
ty office by the close of business on Dec. 6, or
postmarked by midnight Dec. 6, 2010.
Agricultural producers of legal voting age can
vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting
age but supervises and conducts the farming
operations on an entire farm can also vote.

No one can be denied the right to vote be-
cause of race, color, national origin, sex, reli-



gion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation or marital or family status.

For additional clarification about county
committee elections, contact your local coun-
ty office staff.

Transition Incentives

Remember the Transition Incentives Program
(TIP) sign-up opened May 17, 2010. Retired or
retiring owners or operators are encouraged
to transition their Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acres to beginning or socially dis-
advantaged farmers or ranchers.

TIP provides annual rental payments to the
retiring farmer for up to two additional years
after the date of the expiration of the CRP
contract, provided the transition is not to a
family member.

To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or
retiring farmer or rancher:

e Have land enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) that is in the last
year of the contract.

e Agree to allow the beginning or socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher to make
conservation and land improvements.

e Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or
agree to long-term lease (a minimum of 5
years) the land under CRP contract to a
beginning or socially disadvantaged far-
mer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year the
CRP contract expires.

Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that
expire on September 30, 2010, or later.
However, retired or retiring owners or opera-
tors with CRP contracts that expired on Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009,
may be eligible to enroll in TIP. To learn more
contact your FSA Service Center or County Of-
fice or www.fsa.usda.gov .

Wetland Compliance

Producers renting or purchasing land that
may have a converted wetland status need to
check with the county office to learn if there
are restrictions.

Farm Bill regulations provide that, unless ex-
empt, persons are ineligible for benefits un-
der certain programs administered by USDA if
they:

= plant an agricultural commodity on wet-
land that was converted after December
23,1985

= convert a wetland after November 28,
1990

FSA may not approve any loan or loan guar-

antee to drain, dredge, fill, level or otherwise

manipulate a wetland, or to engage in any ac-

tivity that results in impairing or reducing the

flow, circulation or reach of water except in

the case of activity related to the mainten-

ance of previously converted wetlands.

The following provides permitted uses and

restrictions of certain wetlands for com-

pliance with Wetland compliance provisions:

= wetlands can be farmed under natural
conditions, but not converted

= wetlands converted before November 28,
1990, cannot be planted to an agricultur-
al commodity
and retain eligibility for benefits

= wetlands converted after Nov. 28, 1990,
must either be restored to wetland status
or mitigated to regain eligibility for pro-
gram benefits.

= wetlands that can be farmed under natu-
ral conditions cannot be manipulated in
any way, unless the Natural Resources
Conservation Service determines the
work would have a minimal effect on the
wetland values

= wetlands converted before December 23,
1985, can be farmed and maintained

= Additional information about wetlands is
available at the USDA Service Center.

SAFE Conservation Projects

Enroliment in New Jersey State Acres for
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) continues.
SAFE is a component of the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP), tailored to specific wa-
tershed areas.

SAFE practices serve to restore wildlife habi-
tat by establishing small blocks of grassland
(10-40 acres) and enhancing existing habitats.
Certain wildlife species are in decline, and
SAFE habitats are designed to help revitalize
these populations.

Under CRP, farmers enroll eligible land in 10
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to 15-year contracts. These plantings help prevent Dates to Remember
soil and nutrients from running into regional water- August 27 CRP General Sign up ends
ways and affecting water quality. The long-term ve- NAP closing for Christmas trees,
getative cover also improves wildlife habitat and soil September 1 Fin Fish, Flowers & Grass (SOD)
quality. September 6 |Office Closed- Labor day
NAP Closing for Barley, Clover,

. September !

In addition to the annual rental payment and cost- 30 Grass, Mixed Forage, Rye &

share, SAFE may offer participants an up front one- Wheat
Final date to report value loss

time CRP S{ghlng Incentive Paymgnt (SIP) O_f »100 per September |[crops for 2011: ornamental nur-
each SIP-eligible acre and a Practice Incentive Pay- 30 sery, Christmas trees, aquacul-

ment when cost share is made. ture, ginseng & turfgrass sod
October 11 |Office Closed- Columbus day

For more information about potential SAFE projects in NAP closing for Apples, Apricots,
your area, contact your local FSA office. Blueberry, Caneberry, Cherry, Cran-
November 20 |berry, Grapes, Honey, Nectarines,
Onions, Peaches, Pears, Plums,
Scallions & Shallots

Visit our Web site at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age disability and
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an in-
dividual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




