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2012 FSA County Committee Elec-
tions

The election of agricultural producers to
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county commit-
tees is important to all farmers and ranchers,
whether beginning or long-established, large
or small operation. It is crucial that every eli-
gible producer participate in these elections
because FSA county committees are a link be-
tween the agricultural community and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

County Committee (COC) members are a crit-
ical component of FSA operations. The intent
is to have the COC reflect the makeup of the
producers and to represent all constituents.
This means wherever possible, minorities,
women or lower income producers need to
be on the committee to speak for these un-
derrepresented groups.

County committees provide local input on:

e Commodity price support loans and
payments

e Conservation programs

e Incentive, indemnity and disaster pay-
ments for some commodities

e Emergency programs

e Payment eligibility

FSA county committees operate within official
regulations designed to carry out federal
laws. County committee members apply their
judgment and knowledge to make local deci-
sions.

Election Period

June 15, 2012 - The nomination period be-
gins.

Aug. 1, 2012 - Last day to file nomination
forms (FSA-669A) at the local USDA Service
Center

Nov. 5, 2012 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters
Dec. 3, 2012 - Last day to return voted ballots
to the USDA Service Center

Jan. 1, 2013 - Newly elected county commit-
tee members take office

Who Can Hold Office

To hold office as a county committee mem-
ber, a person must meet the basic eligibility
criteria

e Participate or cooperate in a program

administered by FSA

e Be eligible to vote in a county committee

election

e Reside in the Local Administrative Area

(LAA) in which the person is a candidate
Not have been:

e Removed or disqualified from the office
of county committee member, alternate
or employee

e Removed for cause from any public of-
fice or have been convicted of fraud, lar-
ceny, embezzlement or any other felony

e Dishonorably discharged from any
branch of the armed services

Nominations

To become a nominee, eligible individuals
must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The
form includes a statement that the nominee
agrees to serve if elected. This form is availa-
ble at USDA Service Centers and online at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA File/f
sa0669a _commiteeelectform.pdf

Nomination forms for the 2012 election must
be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by close of business Aug. 1,
2012.

Agricultural producers who participate or co-
operate in an FSA program may be nominated
for candidacy for the county committee. Indi-
viduals may nominate themselves or others
as a candidate.

Additionally, organizations representing mi-
nority and women farmers or ranchers may
nominate candidates. Nomination forms are



filed for the county committee of the office
that administers a producer’s farm records.

Who Can Vote

Agricultural producers of legal voting age may
be eligible to vote if they participate or coop-
erate in any FSA program. A person who is
not of legal voting age but supervises and
conducts the farming operations of an entire
farm may also be eligible to vote. More in-
formation about voting eligibility require-
ments can be found in the FSA fact sheet
titled “FSA County Committee Election - Eligi-
bility to Vote and Hold Office as a County
Committee Member.” Producers may contact
their local USDA Service Center for more in-
formation.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have
added or dropped rented land from your op-
eration, make sure you report the changes to
the office as soon as possible. You need to
provide a copy of your deed or recorded land
contract for purchased property. Failure to
maintain accurate records with FSA on all
land you have an interest in can lead to possi-
ble program ineligibility and penalties. Mak-
ing the record changes now will save you time
in the future.

Farm Loans Available

There are several types of Farm Loans availa-

ble from the Farm Service Agency. The fol-

lowing lists the types available:

e Direct Operating or Farm Ownership
Loan

e Emergency Loans

e Guaranteed Operating Loan or Farm
Ownership Loan

e Youth Loans

Please contact the office for more infor-

mation.

NAP Production Reporting

Production records for individual crops need
to be filed with our office to establish an ap-
proved NAP yield. If this is the first year you
participated in NAP, you can provide produc-
tion and acreage information from prior years
to establish your yield. If you participated in

NAP in previous years, you must report your
production and acreage on a yearly basis to
keep your yield up-to-date. Records submit-
ted must be reliable and verifiable. Records
need to show crop disposition. We recom-
mend producers submit 2011 production rec-
ords as soon as harvest is complete. All
production records must be submitted by the
subsequent crop year’s final acreage report-
ing date, which is July 15th.

Acreage Reporting

Acreage reporting time is here. Filing an ac-
curate acreage report for all crops and land
uses, including failed acreage and prevented
planting acreage, can prevent the loss of ben-
efits for a variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before disposi-
tion of the crop. Prevented planting must be
reported no later than 15 days after the final
planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm
Service Agency programs. For 2012 crops
other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program) crops, acreage reports
are to be certified by the July 15" deadline for
most crops. Please contact the office for spe-
cific dates. Some deadlines will be changing
for the 2013 crop year.

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assis-
tance may be paid are due in the county of-
fice by the earlier of July 15" or 15 calendar
days before the onset of harvest or grazing of
the specific crop acreage being reported.

Timely Filing of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report
failed acreage and prevented planting and
may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of
Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file
a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the
disaster or when losses become apparent.



If filing for prevented planting, an acreage re-
port and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 cal-
endar days of the final planting date for the
crop.

Hispanic and Women Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic
and women farmers and ranchers who be-
lieve they were discriminated against when
seeking USDA farm loans is being established.

If you believe that the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly de-
nied farm loan benefits to you between 1981
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or be-
cause you are female, you may be eligible to
apply for compensation.

For additional information on this and other
settlement issues contact:

e Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Pro-
cess, please visit: www.farmerclaims.gov or
call 1-888-508-4429;

o Pigford — The Black Farmers Discrimina-
tion Litigation, please visit:
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-
5547;

e Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement please visit:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-
5506.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments
be electronically transferred into your bank ac-
count. In order for timely payments to be
made, producers need to notify the FSA county
office if your account has been changed or if
another financial institution purchases your
bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA of-
fice is not aware of updates to your account
and routing numbers.

Payment Limitations

Anyone that plans to participate in 2012 pro-
grams is required to submit a completed CCC-
902, CCC-926, and CCC-901, if applicable, for
payment eligibility and payment limitation
purposes. The form used previously was

called a CCC-502.

Contributions

All partners, stockholders or members with

an ownership interest in the legal entity must

make a contribution, whether compensated

or not compensated, for active--*

= personal labor,

= active personal management,

= or acombination of active personal labor
and active personal management to the
farming operation;

*Note: there are exceptions for spouses.
Additional information on payment limita-

tions is available at FSA county offices or
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program
(FSFLP) allows producers of eligible commodi-
ties to obtain low-interest financing to build
or upgrade farm storage and handling facili-
ties.

The new maximum principal amount of a
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants
are now required to provide a down payment
of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of
the eligible storage facility and permanent
drying and handling equipment. New loan
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available de-
pending on the amount of the loan. Interest
rates for each term rate may be different and
are based on the rate which CCC borrows
from the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a par-
tial disbursement and the remaining final dis-
bursement. The partial disbursement will be
available after a portion of the construction
has been completed. The final fund dis-
bursement will be made when all construc-
tion is completed. The maximum amount of
the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of
the projected and approved total loan
amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to
the FSA county office that maintains the
farm's records. An FSFL must be approved be-
fore any site preparation or construction can
begin.

For more information about FSFL please visit
your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Sodbusting

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land
for crop production without proper conservation measures, they risk losing
eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs.

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently un-
der crop production for planting, they are required to file an AD-1026, indi-
cating the area to be brought into production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates that the area will be
highly erodible land, the producer will be required to develop and imple-
ment a conservation plan on the affected acreage before bringing land into
production.

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FsA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin
or continue in agriculture production. Loans are available for operating or
help purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs,

the FSA has provided priority funding for socially disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have
been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her
identity as members of a group.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility re-
quirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Dates to Remember

June 1 DCP/ACRE signup deadline
June 1 SURE 2010 sign up deadline
June 15 COC Nomination period opens
July 4 Office Closed- Independence Day
July 15 Reporting deadline for all crops ex-
cept small grains
July 15 Last day to report prior year pro-
duction for 2012 NAP APH’s
Last day to file COC election nom-
August 1 -
ination forms
August 1 NAP closing for Strawberries

September 1

NAP closing for Christmas trees,
Fin Fish, Flowers & Grass (SOD)

September 3

Office Closed- Labor Day

September 30

NAP Closing for Barley, Clover,
Grass, Mixed Forage, Rye & Wheat

September 30

Final date to report value loss
crops for 2012: ornamental nurse-
ry, Christmas trees, aquaculture,
ginseng & turfgrass sod

Continuing

Sign up under Continuous Sign Up
(CRP) programs

Civil Rights/Discrimination Complaint Process

As a participant or applicant for programs or activities operated or sponsored by USDA you have a right to be treated fairly. If you believe you have been
discriminated against because of your race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental sta-
tus, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public
assistance program, you may file a discrimination complaint. The complaint should be filed with the USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights within 180
days of the date you became aware of the alleged discrimination. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal

opportunity provider and employer.




