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Etter, Tara - FSA, Hamilton Square, NJ

From: USDA Farm Service Agency <usdafsa@service.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 05, 2013 10:29 AM
To: Etter, Tara - FSA, Hamilton Square, NJ
Subject: Courtesy Copy: March 2013 Atlantic/ Cape May/ Cumberland Newsletter

This is a courtesy copy of an email bulletin sent by Angela Andreoli. 

This bulletin was sent to the following groups of people: 

Subscribers of NJ - Atlantic County Newsletter and Updates, NJ - Cape May County Newsletter and Updates, 
NJ - Cumberland County Newsletter and Updates (789 recipients) 

March 2013 

 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

Atlantic/ Cape May/ Cumberland County FSA 
Updates 

DEAR PRODUCERS: Welcome to the new GovDelivery bulletins and updates service from your Atlantic/ Cape 
May/ Cumberland County FSA office. Note that you are welcome to request to receive bulletins from more than 
one state and/or county and can add or remove individual subscriptions at any time.    

Atlantic/ Cape May/ 
Cumberland County FSA 
Office 

1318 S. Main Rd. Bldg 5A 
Vineland, NJ 08360 

Phone: 856-205-1225  ext.2 
Fax:  856-205-0691 

County Executive DIrector: 
Angela J Andreoli 

Farm Loan Manager: 

NAP Coverage Deadline March 15th 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was designed to 
reduce financial losses that occur when natural disasters cause a 
catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible crop by 
providing coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits 
NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except livestock, 
for which CAT is not available.   

The remaining application deadline date for 2013 coverage is as follows: 
3/15/2013- Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Cantaloupe, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, 
Eggplant, Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins, Sorghum, Sorghum 
Forage, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflower, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, 
Tomatoes, Watermelon & Yams   

Some of these crops are actually covered by independent crop insurance 
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Robert R Maxwell 

Farm Loan Officer:  

Ellen Schmidt 

Program Technicians: 
Lori Coles 

Dawn Freeman 

agents.  This will vary by county.   

The following crops are covered by independent crop insurance agents 
for these counties:  

Atlantic County- Apples, Blueberries, Corn, Fresh Market Sweet Corn, 
Nursery, Peaches, Potatoes, and Soybeans  

Cape May County- Corn, Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Processing 
Beans and Soybeans  

Cumberland County- Apples, Barley, Corn, Fresh Market Sweet Corn, 
Nursery, Peaches, Potatoes, Processing Beans, Soybeans, Tomatoes, and 
Wheat  

In order to be eligible for disaster assistance programs, like SURE, 
producers are required to timely purchase, at a minimum, CAT coverage for 
all insurable crops and/or NAP coverage for all non-insurable crops on their 
entire farm.  

NAP coverage for 2013 costs $250 per crop, but not more than $750 per 
producer per county, or not more than $1875 total per producer for all 
counties.  

Producers who already have coverage on 2012 NAP crops may choose to 
continue coverage on the same crop or crops for 2012, if the applicable 
service fee is submitted by the application closing date. A new CCC-471, 
application for coverage is not required to be signed when applying for 
continuous coverage of the same crop or crops.  

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) from 
previous year’s coverage or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 
with signatures and pay the applicable service fee. 

 

DCP/ACRE Sign-up Continues 

DCP and ACRE signups for the 2013 crops are on-going. The DCP sign-up period will end on Aug. 2, 2013; and 
the ACRE sign-up period will end on June 3, 2013.  
The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are unchanged from 2012, except that all eligible participants in 
2013 may choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year. This means that eligible producers 
who were enrolled in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in DCP in 2013 or may re-enroll in ACRE in 
2013.  Likewise producers who were enrolled in DCP may opt for ACRE enrollment. 
Read more about DCP and ACRE or contact the FSA county office for more information, or an appointment to 
enroll. 

45th CRP General Sign-Up 

USDA will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), beginning May 20 
and ending on June 14. CRP protects the nation's natural resources through voluntary participation, while 
providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural communities across the United States.  

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Producers that are accepted in the sign-up can receive 
cost-share assistance to plant long-term, resource-conserving covers and receive an annual rental payment for 
the length of the contract (10-15 years).  

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013. Producers with expiring contracts or 
producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP. 
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For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA service center or www.fsa.usda.gov. 

2012 NAP Production Reporting 

Production records for individual crops need to be filed with our office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If this 
is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from prior years to 
establish your yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous years, you must report your production and acreage 
on a yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be reliable and verifiable.  Records 
need to show crop disposition.  We recommend producers submit 2012 production records as soon as possible, 
but no later than July 15th.  

All production records must be submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date, 
which is July 15th.  

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest 
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to 
provide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of 
the eligible storage facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. New loan terms of seven, 10 or 12 
years are available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be different and 
are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the U.S. Treasury Department. 

Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement and the remaining final disbursement. The partial 
disbursement will be available after a portion of the construction has been completed. The final fund 
disbursement will be made when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of the partial disbursement 
will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total loan amount. 

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL 
must be approved before any site preparation or construction can begin. 

For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   

GovDelivery 

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving toward a paperless operation.  Producers are asked to 
enroll in the new GovDelivery system which will provide notices, newsletters and electronic reminders instead of 
a hard copy through the mail.  FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to work smarter and be more 
efficient. Moving to electronic notifications via email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer 
dollars.  County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. 
Producers can subscribe to receive free e-mail updates by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.   

HWFRCP Ends March 25  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack reminds Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination 
by the USDA in past decades that the filing period will close March 25, 2013.  
USDA urges potential claimants to contact the Claims Administrator for information and mail their claim 
packages on or before March 25, 2013.  
The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or female farmer and rancher who can 
prove that USDA denied his or her application for loan or loan servicing assistance for discriminatory reasons for 
certain time periods between 1981 and 2000. As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will 
make available at least $1.33 billion for cash awards and tax relief payments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt 
relief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers. There are no filing fees to participate in the 
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program.  
Claimants may register for a claims package by calling the telephone number below Monday through Friday 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time or by downloading the forms from the website.  
Website: www.farmerclaims.gov  
Phone: 1-888-508-4429  
Claims Period: September 24, 2012 - March 25, 2013.  
Independent legal services companies will administer the claims process and adjudicate the claims. Although 
there are no filing fees to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the claims process, persons 
seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal services provider.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your 
Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or 
problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. For all other inquiries, please 
contact askfsa@usda.gov.  

If you have questions about FSA activities, please view our Frequently Asked Questions page or you may also Search our 
web site. These features are designed to assist you in obtaining the information you are seeking. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the USDA Farm Service Agency. 


