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County Committee Elections - Please join us in congratulating Kathy Stattel as 
the newly appointed Minority Advisor to the Monmouth/Mercer/Middlesex FSA County 
Committee!  Kathy’s 1-year term began on March 1st.   Minority Advisors serve as an 
important link between the farm community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP) - Sign-up has 
started for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program and will 
continue through June 1, 2009.  The June 1, 2009 deadline is mandatory for all 
participants. USDA will not accept late-filed applications.  USDA computes DCP 
Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm. 
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of 
market prices. For 2009, eligible producers may request to receive advance direct 
payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment for each commodity associated with 
the farm.  Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market prices.  Counter-
cyclical payments are issued only when the effective price for a commodity is statutorily 
set below its target price. The effective price is the higher of the national average market 
price received during the 12-marketing year for each covered commodity and the national 
average rate for a marketing assistance loan for the covered commodity.   
 

Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program - Producers who are 
eligible for the DCP Program will also be eligible to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) Program.  The enrollment period for the ACRE Program will begin in 
the spring. Producers may first enroll in the DCP Program and then later modify their 
enrollment to include the ACRE program or they may wait and elect to enroll in DCP and 
ACRE at the same time.  The optional ACRE Program provides a 
safety net based on State revenue losses and acts in place of the 
price-based safety net of countercyclical payments under DCP. 
A farm’s payment is based on a revenue guarantee calculated 
using a 5-year average state yield and the most recent 2-year 
State price for each eligible commodity.  For the 2009 crop, the 

2-year price average will be based on the 2007 and 2008 crop years.  An ACRE 
payment is issued when both the State and the farm have incurred a revenue loss.  
The payment is based on 83.3 percent (85 percent in 2012) of the farm’s planted 
acres times the difference between the State ACRE guarantee and the State revenue 
times the ratio of the farm’s yield divided by the State expected yield.  The total 
number of planted acres for which a producer may receive ACRE payments may 
not exceed the total base on the farm.  In exchange for participating in ACRE, in 
addition to not receiving counter-cyclical payments, a farm’s direct payment is 
reduced by 20 percent, and marketing assistance loan rates are reduced by 30 
percent.  The decision to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevocable.  The owner 
of the farm and all producers on the farm must agree to enroll in ACRE.  Once 
enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop year and will remain in ACRE 
through the 2012 crop year.  Sign-up can be accomplished by making an appointment at a 
USDA Service Center or on-line at www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp. 
New Farm Bill Information : 

SPOUSAL 
SIGNATURES 

Husbands and wives 
may sign documents on 
behalf of each other for 

FSA and Commodity 
Credit Corporation 
programs in which 

either has an interest. 
This option is 

automatically available 
unless a written request 
for exclusion is made to 
the county office staff by 

either spouse. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Adjudication and 
Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD).        

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Eligibility Documentation for 2009 Payments - To be eligible for 2009 program payments, program participants are 
required to complete new eligibility forms.  Expect to hear from your local FSA office to arrange your visit to the office 
to provide your signature on all applicable forms. 
Payment Procedures - All payments, including direct deposits, paper checks, and payment statements are now issued by 
the national processing center in St. Louis.  FSA Offices no longer have the authority to issue checks to producers.  
Remember to report any banking changes, such as account number, routing number, or banking institution, to the FSA 
office to prevent delays in payment processing. 
Payment Limitation and Direct Attribution - New procedure has been implemented for determining payment 
limitations for all programs.  Program payments are limited by direct attribution to individuals or entities.  A legal entity 
is defined as an entity created under Federal or State law that owns land or an agricultural commodity, product, or 
livestock.  Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on the total payments received by the individual, both 
directly and indirectly.  Qualifying spouses are eligible to be considered separate persons for payment limitation 
purposes, rather than being automatically combined under one limitation. 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) - AGI is now determined by the average AGI of the three previous years preceding the 
most recent tax year.  For 2009, the years used to determine the AGI are 2005, 2006, and 2007.  There are three 
qualifying levels of AGI: 

• $500,000 Nonfarm Income: If a person or legal entity has average AGI nonfarm income that exceeds $500,000, 
the person or entity is not eligible for commodity program payments, price support and disaster assistance. 
• $750,000 Farm Income: If a person or legal entity has average AGI farm income that exceeds $750,000, the 
person or entity is ineligible for DCP direct payments. 
• $1,000,000 Farm Income: If a person or legal entity has average AGI farm income that exceeds $1M, the person 
or entity is ineligible for all conservation program benefits unless at least 66.66% of the total AGI is average 
adjusted gross farm income. 

Dates to Remember! 

 
If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please let us know.  Also, if you know of anyone that would like to receive this newsletter, 
please supply us with their address. Also, you may visit our State website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nj.                                                                                

March 31, 2009 - Final date to obtain a loan or LDP on wheat and oats. 
April 1, 2009 - Next scheduled meeting of the County Committee (9:30 am) 
May 31, 2009 - Final date to report fall planted small grains; also last day to apply for a 

Commodity Loan on Corn, Soybeans, and other grains. 
June 1, 2009 -  Deadline to sign contracts for Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program.  
July 15, 2009 -  Final date to report all 2009 crop acres  
August 1, 2009 -  Final date to request farm reconstitutions. 


