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County Committee Elections - Please join FSA in congratulating the winners of
this year’s County Committee election! 70 ballots were received for LAA #3
(Mercer and western Monmouth County) and counted in a public forum on
December 8, 2011 resulting in Barry Taylor being re-elected as the regular
member, Frank Jany as the first alternate and Christopher Pazdan as the second
alternate. All members and alternates began their new term on January 1, 2012. The elected
County Committee System works because of your participation and FSA thanks all who
voted!

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) - Signup for the 2010 SURE
program will be available through June 1, 2012. SURE provides benefits for farm revenue
losses due to natural disasters in the 2010 crop year. A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible
when either a portion of the farm is located in a county covered by a qualifying natural
disaster declaration, which includes Monmouth, Mercer, and Middlesex Counties for 2010,
or a contiguous county, or the actual production is less than 50% of the normal production.

2012 DCP Signup - 2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) enrollment will
begin Jan. 23, 2012 and will end June 1, 2012. All producers planting on DCP base acres
must be identified on the DCP/ACRE contract and receive a proportionate share of
DCP/ACRE payment for the farm. Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1% in

DCP/ACRE must be reported to your local FSA office such as ownership changes, producer
changes (Individuals and Entities), and changes in crop shares arrangements. Changes
cannot be made after Sept. 30, 2012.
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Agriculture” Payment Limitation/Eligibility - Producers are reminded that no program benefits may be

provided until all the necessary payment limitation and eligibility determinations have been
made. Determinations are based on the facts as submitted by the producer, and as a program

= participant, it is the producer’s responsibility to promptly notify the county FSA office of any
changes in the farming operation that would affect an “actively engaged in farming”, or foreign person
determination. Any changes in an operation may result in a new or revised CCC-902 and/or AD-1026 being required
before any current year payments can be issued. Current payment limitation and eligibility requirements result in the
following annual limits: Direct and Counter Cyclical Payment Program (DCP); direct payments ($40,000) and
counter-cyclical payments ($65,000), ACRE: Direct Payment earned reduced by 20% - not to exceed $32,000;
Marketing Assistance Loans, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) and market gains ($75,000), Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) ($50,000), ELAP, LFP, LIP, and SURE $100,000, and Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP)
($100,000); Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)($200,000).

Appeal Process - After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will
be sent a letter informing you of the decision and options your can pursue if you disagree. Generally, program
participants have three choices: an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for
mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency.

Controlled Substance - Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation
could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited
plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.
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Farm Records Update - If you have bought or sold land, or if you have picked up or dropped rented land from
your operation, make sure to report the changes to the County Office as soon as possible and before Aug 1. You
need to provide a copy of your deed or closing contract for purchased property. We recommend keeping your
records up to date now to save you time in the spring. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you
have an interest in can lead to program ineligibility and penalties.

Special Accommodations - Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities,
vision impairment or hearing impairment. If you require such accommodations, please call the FSA office.

Bank Account Changes - Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank
account. For timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA County office staff if your account has
been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is
not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers.

Power of Attorney - For those individuals who find it difficult to visit the office personally, the FSA has a Power
of Attorney form available so you may designate another person to conduct your business at the office.

Foreign Landowner Notification - The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) of 1978
requires that any foreign person who acquires, transfers, or holds an interest in U.S. agricultural lands to report such
holdings to the local USDA-Farm Service Agency office within 90 days of the transaction. Failure to do so may
result in a fine of up to 25% of the property’s fair market value. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and
others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements
and that it is the foreign person’s responsibility to report the land transaction.

Dates to Remember! Visit our Web site at
January 16, 2012 — Martin Luther King Day; office will be closed. http://www.fsa.usda.gov/n

February 1, 2012 - Next scheduled meeting of the County Committee (9:00am)

March 15, 2012 - Next NAP sales closing date for 2012 Beans, Brussels Sprouts, Cantaloupe, Celery, Cucumbers, Eggplant,
Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins, Squash, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Tomatoes, Watermelons, and Yams.
Through June 1, 2012 — DCP and ACRE signup period for 2012.

The U.S. Dept of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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