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Service Center Newsletter

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
51 Cheney Road, Suite 2
Woodstown, NJ 08098

Tel: 856-769-1126

Fax: 856-769-0718

www.fsa.usda.gov/nj
Hours: M-F 8:00am - 4:30pm

Salem/Gloucester Staff

Al DiBella-County Executive Director
Deanne Bill- Program Technician
Tara Gruber— Program Technician

Sherri Paulding— Program Technician

County Committee
Wally Bradway, Chair
Wally Eachus, Vice Chair
Jim Eller, Member

Anthony Fabrizio, Member
Roy Gaventa, Member
Carol Winchell, COC Advisor

“Serving Gloucester and Salem Counties”

January 16, 2009
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Acreage Reporting
Please call now to schedule an appointment to report any wheat, barley, oats, rye or
other small grain acreage that you may have planted. The deadline is May 31, 2008,

but why wait! You may also report winter-over vegetable crops now, i.e. Spiach.
Don’t delay! Spring is right around the corner! 5

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) Sign-up is underway
Sign-up has started for the 2009 DCP program for farms with base acres. You can sign
up now until June 1, 2009. The June 1, 2009 deadline is mandatory for all partici-
pants. FSA will not accept any late-filed applications. Contracts are currently being
mailed for the 2009 growing season. Please sign and return as soon as possible, but
before June 1, 2009! You may also come in to sign your contracts anytime before the
deadline. You may request a 22% advance payment now, providing you can show
control of the farm for the 2009 crop year. Final payments will be issued in October.

Producers who are eligible for DCP will also be eligible to enroll in the Average Crop
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program. The enrollment period for ACRE is schedule to be-
gin in the Spring. You may first enroll in DCP, receive advance direct payments and
then later modify your enrollment to include ACRE, or you may wait and elect to en-
roll in DCP or ACRE at the same time in the Spring. Please call for more information.

Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC) Sign-Up Underway

Signup for the MILC program started December 22, 2008 and will continue through
the program’s expiration date, September 30, 2012. Under the Farm Bill, the MILC
payment rate and the per-operation poundage limit are modified. In addition, a “feed
cost adjuster” is introduced over the life of the 2008 Act, which adjusts the $16.94 per
hundredweight (cwt.) benchmark price upward depending on the cost of Feed ra-
tions. When available, MILC payments are based on a payment rate % that is
multiplied by the difference between a now-flexible target ($16.94 per cwt. or higher)

and the specific month’s Boston Class | price of milk. If the individual or entity has non-farm AGI greater than
$500,000, the individual or entity is not eligible for MILC benefits. Please call for more information or to sign up.

USDA Enacts Changes to Payment Limitations, Income Qualifications, and Implements Direct Attribution

USDA recently announced changes to Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) qualifications, program payment limitations, and
direct attribution for FSA programs, in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill. For commodity and disaster programs, the
AGI limitation was reduced from $2.5 million AGI from all sources to a three-year average non-farm AGI of $500,000
such that a person or entity shall not be eligible for such programs if the non-farm AGI exceeds $500,000. Also, an indi-
vidual or entity must have a 3-year average AGI less than or equal to $750,000 per year from farm income in order to
qualify for direct payments issued under DCP. The definition of income derived from farming operations was expanded
to include, among other items, such items as the packing, storing and transporting of agricultural commodities; produc-
tion of livestock products; farm-based production of renewable bio-energy, and in some instances, the providing of

operational inputs to farmers. For conservation programs, the average nonfarm AGI limitation is $1 million or less for
eligibility with allowances for certain exceptions.

“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer”
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Dates to Remember! Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP)
January 31, 2009—Final LDP availability date for Wool/Mohair @; New policy rates for 2009—$250 per crop,
February 16, 2009—The office is closed for President’s Day $750 max per County. Remember, you
February 27, 2009—2005-2007 CDP deadline must purchase crop insurance on all crops

March 16, 2009—NAP Sales Closing date
June 1, 2009—DCP sign up ends
Continues—Continuous CRP, CREP, Farm Storage Facility Loans

of economic significance for 2009 to be eli-
gible for the SURE disaster program.

It’s not too late to get NAP coverage on the following for 2009!: The following crops have a sales closing date of
March 16, 2009!: Fresh Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Cantaloupe, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant, Honeydews, Oats,
Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins, Grain Sorghum, Sorghum Forage, Squash, Soybeans, Sweet Potatoes, Sunflowers,
Tomatillos, Tomatoes, Watermelons and Yams. (CAT crops through Federal Crop Insurance are underlined. You need
to contact a private crop insurance agent to purchase. We have a list of agents available at this office)

2005-2007 Crop Disaster Program (CDP)
The majority of farmers submitted applications for the 2005-2007 CDP program last year. A sign-up deadline has finally
been announced. The last day to apply will be February 27, 2009. All required forms and supporting documentation
are due by the deadline. Please call if you have any questions.

Notice to all Foreign Investors

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreigners who have purchased or sold U.S.
agricultural lands to report any acquisition, lease, disposition, holding and land use changes to the U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture within 90 days of the transaction. Failure to do so may result in a fine up to 25% of the property’s fair
market price. Contact this FSA office for details.

Signature Limitation

A husband or wife can sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the County Office. A husband
or wife cannot sign a power of attorney form on behalf of the other, and they must have a power of attorney on file to
sign personally for CRP easements or claim settlements, such as promissory notes. Faxed signatures from producers
shall be accepted for most forms and other documents.

Reasonable Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing
impairment. If you require special accommodations, please telephone this office so arrangements can be made.
County Committee Meetings are normally on the 1* Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm. During December through
March, meetings are a 1:30 pm.




