
 

2010 DCP Signup Continues 

 Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and 
will continue through June 1, 2010. Producers are urged to signup via the eDCP website 
or schedule an appointment at the office.  
 DCP payments are computed using base acres and payment yields established for each 
farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless 
of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers may request to receive advance direct 
payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary 
depending on market prices and are issued only when the effective price for a commodity 
is below its target price. The effective price is the higher of the national average market 
price received during the 12-month marketing year for each covered commodity and the 
national average loan rate for a marketing assistance loan for the covered commodity. 

 

FSA County Committee Nominations 
County committees play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the 

Farm Bill. Due to the important services that COC members provide, producers are 
encouraged to participate in the FSA county committee election process by nominating an 
eligible candidate. The nomination period begins June 15, 2010.  All nominations must be 
received by August 2, 2010. 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and 
other valuable information about FSA county committee elections are available online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News & Events, then County Committee Elections. 
Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by close of business on August 2, 2010.  

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation 
programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs and other 
important agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide, there are more 
than 7,800 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA county committees. Committees consist 
of three to five members who are elected by eligible local producers. 

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning November 5, 2010. The voted ballots 
are due back at the local county office either via mail or in person by December 6, 2010. 
Ballots will be counted in the office on December 9, 2010 at 9:30am. The newly elected 
committee member will take office January 1, 2011.  

The Hackettstown Office County Committee is made up of five (5) producers, each 
representing a Local Administrative Area (LAA). The Local Administrative Area up for 
election this year is LAA#5. LAA #5 is made up of Morris, Bergen, Hudson, Essex and 
Passaic Counties. Eligible individuals from these areas may be nominated for the 2010 
election and hold office on the Committee. 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
 For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and the same operator are 
grouped under one farm serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution, or recon, is the process of 
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  Remember, 
to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by June 1, 2010 for farms 
enrolled in specific programs. 
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Hours 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Staff 
Lindsay Spagnoli, CED 
Virginia Brophy, FLM 
John Snearowski, PT 
Diandra Brunstetter, PT 
Debbie Crisman, PT 

 
County Committee 
Scott Ashley 
Carl Sigler 
Holly Sytsema 
Robert De Block 
James Smith  
 

County Committee meets 
the last Monday of month 
at 9:30am  
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
- May 24 – COC meeting 
- May 25 - Emergency 

loan appl. deadline 
- May 31 - small grains 

reporting deadline 
-May 31 - Last day to 

request corn, 
soybeans, sorghum 
loan or LDP 

-May 31 – Office Closed 
for Memorial Day 

- June 1 - DCP/ACRE 
signup deadline 

- June 1 - last day to 
request a recon 

- June 15 - Forms must 
be returned to IRS 

- June 15 - COC member 
nomination begins 

-July 15 - Acreage 
reporting deadline 
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Acreage Reporting 
The annual, timely and accurate reporting 

of acres for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage, can prevent loss of 
benefits for a variety of FSA programs. All 
cropland on the farm must be reported to 
receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, Marketing 
Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency 
Payments. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 
days of the disaster event and before 
disposition of the crop. Prevented planting 
must be reported no later than 15 days after 
the final planting date. Acreage reports are 
due in the office by the earlier of May 31, 
2010 for small grains and July 15, 2010 for 
all other crops. If crops are planted after the 
aforementioned deadlines, they must be 
reported within fifteen (15) calendar days of 
planting. For Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) crops ONLY, 
the final date for reporting any specific crop 
acreage for which NAP assistance may be 
paid is the earlier of the following: the 
established acreage reporting date listed 
above, or, fifteen (15) calendar days before 
the onset of harvest or grazing of the 
specific crop acreage being reported.  

The office is currently scheduling 
appointments for acreage reporting for 
producers that have reported acreage in the 
past. You will be notified via postcard of 
the appointment date and time that has been 
set up for you. Please notify the office as 
soon as possible if you will be unable to 
make your established appointment. 
Producers who have not previously reported 
acreage to the office may not receive a 
postcard, but can call to schedule an 
appointment to report. 

 
 

NAP Production Reporting  
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) participants must file 
production records with the office for 
individual crops to establish an approved 
NAP yield. NAP participants must certify to 
their production and report acreage on a 
yearly basis to keep yield up-to-date. If 
records are required to be submitted, they 
must be reliable or verifiable and show crop 
disposition.  Production certification and/or 
records for 2009 must be submitted by July 
15, 2010. Prior year’s production may also 
be submitted by this deadline. 

 
 

ACRE Signup 
The Average Crop Revenue Election 

(ACRE) began in crop year 2009. ACRE 
offers producers an alternative to Direct and 
Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. The 
ACRE alternative provides eligible 
producers a state-level revenue guarantee, 
based on the 5-year state Olympic average 
yield and the 2-year national average price. 
The enrollment deadline is June 1, 2010. 

 
Adjusted Gross Income 

The USDA has a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) to establish an electronic 
information exchange process for verifying 
compliance with the adjusted gross income 
(AGI) provisions for farm programs.  
Written consent will be required from each 
producer or payment recipient for the tax 
review process. No actual tax data will be 
included in the report that IRS sends to 
USDA. The agreement ensures that 
payments are not issued to producers whose 
AGI exceeds certain limits. Participants in 
CCC programs subject to average AGI rules 
must submit form CCC-927 (Individual) 
and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to the IRS by 
June 15 to avoid interruption of program 
benefits. Forms are NOT to be mailed to the 
FSA Office. Forms may be obtained from 
FSA, NRCS, or online at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainse
rvlet.  

 
Farm Loan Programs 

The Farm Service Agency is committed 
to providing family farmers with loans to 
meet their farm credit needs. If you are 
having trouble getting the credit you need for 
your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, 
direct and guaranteed loans are currently 
available. Ask your lender about an FSA 
loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and 
your lender is reluctant to extend or renew 
your loan. 
 Farm ownership loans or farm operating 
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed 
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of 
$1,112,000. Producers are encouraged to 
apply early so that a loan can be processed 
and funded in a timely manner.  
 FSA employees will help you complete 
the necessary application and other forms, 
and help you understand what information is 
required, where to find it or who to contact 
to get it.  To find out more about FSA loan 
programs, please contact Virginia Brophy at 
(908) 825-2576.   



 
SURE Program 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm 
revenue losses due to natural disasters that 
incurred in the crop years 2008 through 
September 30, 2011. To be eligible for 
SURE payments, a producer is required to 
obtain crop insurance on all crops in all 
counties or, if crop insurance is not 
available, to participate in the Non-Insured 
Assistance Program (NAP) except for grazed 
acreage.  However, crop insurance or NAP 
coverage is no longer required for crops that 
are not of economic significance or those 
where the administrative fee required to buy 
NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of 
the coverage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet 
the definition of Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource, or Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher are exempt from the risk 
management purchase requirement.   

The following conditions trigger SURE 
payments:   

• At least one crop of economic 
significance must suffer a 10% 
production loss due to an eligible 
disaster condition 

• Prop of economic significance is a crop 
that has contributed or would have 
contributed at least 5% or more of the 
total expected revenue from all crops 
on the farm 

• Producers in counties declared disaster 
counties by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, or in contiguous counties, 
or those who show proof of an 
individual loss of at least 50% are 
eligible to receive SURE payments for 
crop producer or crop quality losses.  
Losses are measured with 
consideration to the whole-farm 
revenue, which includes crop insurance 
indemnities and commodity program 
payments, so that producers are not 
paid more than once for the same loss.  

A SURE calculator is available at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=
home&subject=diap&topic=sure.  The 
calculator is not official, but is intended for 
educational use.  A fact sheet and 
backgrounder are also available online. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Measurement Service 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on 

their crop plantings and land use acreages 
can make it official by using the FSA 
measurement service. Producers must file a 
request with the county office staff and pay 
the cost of a field visit to have stake and 
referencing done on the farm.  Measurement 
service is available using digital imagery and 
where an on-site visit is not required are 
charged at a reduced rate. 

Incorrect acreage self-certification can 
result in reduced program payments, penalty, 
or loss of eligibility. 
 Producers can request ortho-imagery and 
CLU covering their land (commonly referred 
to as a clip) at no charge. This would provide 
the acreage of an entire field. 
 
 

Sodbuster Regulations 
 The term “sodbusting” is used to identify 
the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands 
for use as cropland. Sodbuster violations are 
unauthorized tillage practices on highly 
erodible lands that converted native 
vegetation such as rangeland or woodland, to 
crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 
 Farmers and ranchers should be aware 
that if they use highly erodible land for crop 
production without proper conservation 
measures, they risk losing eligibility to 
participate in Farm Service Agency 
programs. 
 Before producers clear, plow or otherwise 
prepare areas not presently under crop 
production for planting, they are required to 
file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be 
brought into production. 
 If Natural Resources Conservation 
Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area 
will be highly erodible land, the producer 
will be required to develop and implement a 
conservation plan on the affected acreage, 
before bringing land into production. 
 In addition, producers and the producer’s 
affiliates have to file an AD-1026 in the 
administrative or control county office 
before any farm program payments can be 
made. The AD-1026 is the producer’s signed 
certification that HELC, as well as wetland 
conservation, provisions will not be violated.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age disability and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Selected Interest Rates 
for May 2010 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.875 % 

Farm Ownership - Direct 5.000 % 

Limited Resource - Farm 
Operating 

5.00 % 

Limited Resource - Farm 
Ownership 

5.00 % 

Farm Ownership - Direct  
Down Payment 

  Beginning Farmer or    
  Rancher 

1.50 % 

Emergency  3.75 % 

Marketing Assistance Loans 1.50 % 
Farm Storage Facility 

  7-year loan term 
10-year loan term 

  12-year loan term 

 
  3.25  % 
3.875 % 
4.125 % 

Rural Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and 

operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and 
other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the 
loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 
 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 
 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the 

Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
 Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 50,000 or 

fewer people 
 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program 

of work as outlined above  
 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the 

project under guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The 
project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along 
with providing adequate supervision.  


