
 
 

 Emergency Conservation Program Signup  
Signup for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) in Warren, Sussex and Morris 
Counties will begin on November 19th and run through January 7, 2013 for damage 
sustained from Hurricane Sandy. In order to be eligible, the natural disaster must have 
created new conservation problems, which, if not treated, would:  

•  Impair or endanger the land;  
•  Materially affect the productive capacity of the land;  
•  Represent unusual damage which, except for wind erosion, is not likely to recur 

frequently in the same area; and  
•  Be so costly to repair that Federal assistance is or will be required to return the 

land to productive agricultural use.  
Emergency practices eligible for up to 75% cost-share include:  

•  Removing debris from farmland and farm access roadways; and  
•  Restoring permanent fences utilized for livestock inclusion/exclusion;  

Producers must contact the county office in person, or by phone, to request ECP cost 
share before starting a practice. Producers who start a practice before requesting ECP 
funding may be ineligible to receive cost share. Please give the office a call to set up an 
appointment for signup.  
 

NEW Acreage Reporting Deadlines 
The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of FSA programs. Acreage 
reporting deadlines have changed. The new acreage reporting deadlines are as follows:  
 

Crop Nov. 15, 
2012 

Jan 15, 
2013 

June 15, 
2013 

July 15, 
2013 

Aug 15, 
2013 

Fall Barley, Perennial 
Forage, Fall Forage 

Seeding, Fall Wheat and 
all other Fall Seeded 

Small Grains 

X     

Apples, Blueberries, 
Cranberries, Peaches  X    

Spring Forage Seeding   X   
Corn, Fresh Market 
Sweet Corn, Grain 

Sorghum, Oats, 
Soybeans, Tomatoes and 
all other crops including 

CRP acres. 

   X  

Processing beans     X 
 

*If crops are not planted by the aforementioned dates, acreage reports must be completed 
with fifteen (15) calendar days of planting in order to be considered timely filed. 
 

   

                  

 

Warren-Sussex-Morris  
County FSA Office 
 

101 Bilby Road, BLDG 1H  
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
 

Phone: (908) 852-2576 
Fax:     (908) 852-4666 
 

 

Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nj 
 

County Office Staff 
Lindsay Caragher, CED 
Megan Everswick, FLO 
John Snearowski, PT 
Diandra Brunstetter, PT 
Debbie Crisman, PT 
 

County Committee 
Scott Ashley 
Robert DeBlock 
Carl Sigler 
James Smith  
Holly Sytsema 
 

The County Committee 
meets the last Monday of 
the month at 9:30AM.       
As meeting dates and times are 
subject to change, please call 
ahead if you plan on attending. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 

-Nov 19 - ECP Signup Begins 
-Nov 20 - NAP Closing Date: 

apples, apricots, blueberries, 
canberries, cherries, 
cranberries, grapes, honey, 
nectarines, onions & 
scallions, peaches, pears, 
plums 

-Nov 22 - Office Closed 
Thanksgiving Day 
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COC Elections 
Be watching your mailbox for your official 
county office committee election ballot! 
Ballots were mailed to all eligible voters in 
Local Administrative Areas (LAA) #2 and 
#3 starting on November 5, 2012. If, for 
some reason, you don’t receive a ballot, feel 
free to notify the FSA office. Completed and 
signed ballots are due back in the office by 
the close of business on December 3, 2012. 
If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by 
midnight Dec. 3, 2012. Ballots will be 
counted on December 6, 2012 at 9:30 AM at 
the Hackettstown FSA Office. 
Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall 
be denied the right to vote because of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation 
or marital or family status. 

 

2011 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program 

Applications 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
continue to accept SURE applications for 
2011 crop losses through June 7, 2013.  The 
SURE Program provides payments to 
producers when crop revenues are less than 
the crop guarantee.  The SURE Program 
payment is equal to 60 percent of the 
difference between the crop guarantee and 
revenue. 

To determine the guarantee and revenue 
for the SURE Program, all crops on all 
farms for a producer are included in the 
calculation.  Payments under the SURE 
Program are limited to $100,000.  

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE 
Program, producers must have crop 
insurance on all insurable crops.  For crops 
that are not covered by crop insurance such 
as pumpkins and cucumbers, producers must 
have purchased Non Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at 
FSA.  The Crop Insurance and NAP 
purchase requirement is waived for crops 
that are not economically significant to the 
farming operation.  In addition, to be 
eligible the producer must have at least one 
crop with a 10 percent production loss. 

For more information concerning the 
2011 SURE program or other Farm Service 
Agency programs, contact your local FSA 
office or visit the Farm Service Agency 
website at /www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/.   
 
 

Hispanic and Women Farmer 
and Rancher Claims Period 

USDA has announced that Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who allege 
discrimination by the USDA in past 
decades can file claims between Sept. 24, 
2012 and March 25, 2013. 

 The process offers a voluntary 
alternative to litigation for each Hispanic 
or female farmer and rancher who can 
prove that USDA denied their applications 
for loan or loan servicing assistance for 
discriminatory reasons for certain time 
periods between 1981 and 2000.  

As announced in February 2011, the 
voluntary claims process will make 
available at least $1.33 billion for cash 
awards and tax relief payments, plus up to 
$160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible 
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers. 
There are no filing fees to participate.  

The Department will continue reaching 
out to potential Hispanic and female 
claimants, around the country to get the 
word out to individuals who may be 
eligible for this program so they have the 
opportunity to participate.  

Call center representatives can be 
reached at 1-888-508-4429. Claimants 
must register for a claims package (by 
calling the number or visiting the website) 
and the claims package will be mailed to 
claimants. All those interested in learning 
more or receiving information about the 
claims process and claims packages are 
encouraged to attend meetings in your 
communities about the claims process and 
contact the website or claims telephone 
number.  
Website: www.farmerclaims.gov  
Phone: 1-888-508-4429  
Claims Period: Sept. 24, 2012 - March 
25, 2013.  

Independent legal services companies 
will administer the claims process and 
adjudicate the claims. Although there are 
no filing fees to participate and a lawyer is 
not required to participate in the claims 
process, persons seeking legal advice may 
contact a lawyer or other legal services 
provider.  
    Secretary Tom Vilsack’s entire news 
release can be found at: 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usda
home?contentid=2012/09/0309.xml&conte
ntidonly=true  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milk Income Loss Contract 
Program 

There will be no MILC payment for the 
month of September. As MILC was a part of 
the expired 2008 Farm Bill, the program 
officially closed on September 30, 2012. If 
an additional milk assistance program is 
offered, dairies who participated in the 
previous MILC program will be contacted. 

 
Marketing Assistance Loans 

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is 
available for producers who share in the 
risk of producing the crop. To be eligible, a 
producer must maintain continual 
beneficial interest in the crop from harvest 
through the earlier of the date the loan is 
repaid or CCC takes title to the commodity.  
Beneficial interest means retaining the 
ability to make decisions about the 
commodity; responsibility for loss or 
damage to the commodity; and title to the 
commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a 
commodity is lost, the commodity is 
ineligible for loan — even if the producer 
regains beneficial interest. 

Commodity loan eligibility also requires 
compliance with conservation and wetland 
protection requirements; beneficial interest 
requirements, acreage reporting and 
ensuring that the commodity meets 
Commodity Credit Corporation minimum 
grade and quality standards.  For 
commodities to be eligible they must have 
been produced by an eligible producer, be 
in existence and in a storable condition and 
be merchantable for food, feed or other 
uses as determined by CCC. The quality of 
the commodity in farm storage must be 
maintained throughout the term of the loan. 
Producers do not have to participate in the 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE 
Programs to be eligible for a MAL. 

Violating provisions of a marketing 
assistance loan may trigger administrative 
actions, such as assessing liquidated 
damages, calling the loan and denial of 
future farm-stored loans.  
 The most common violations are 
removing or disposing of a commodity 
being used as loan collateral without prior 
authorization and providing an incorrect 
quantity certification. 
If you are interested in obtaining a 
Marketing Assistance Loan, please call the 
office.  

 
 
 

IRS Form 1099 
Reporting Changes 

Beginning with calendar year 2012 IRS 
reporting, Kansas City will not generate 
and mail IRS Form 1099-G and/or IRS 
Form 1099-MISC to producers if the total 
of reportable payments for each tax 
identification number is less than $600. 
However, if voluntary withholding or 
backup (involuntary) withholding was 
withheld from a payment and total 
payments are less than $600, then the 
appropriate IRS 1099 form will be issued. 
    Beginning with calendar year 2012 IRS 
reporting, Kansas City will also be issuing 
one IRS Form 1099-G and/or one IRS 
Form 1099-MISC to each multi-county 
producer whose total reportable payments 
for each tax identification number are 
equal to or greater than $600. Multi-county 
producer IRS forms will use the producer’s 
mailing address associated with the lowest 
State number and then the lowest county 
number within that State identified as 
receiving payments for the reportable 
calendar year.  
    Producers receiving less than $600.00 in 
combined payments need to consult a tax 
advisor to determine if these payments 
must be reported on their tax return. 

 
 The Conservation Stewardship 

Program (CSP) 
CSP, offered through the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
encourages agricultural and forestry 
producers who have achieved a high level 
of stewardship on their farm or woodlot to 
maintain existing conservation activities 
and adopt additional ones. 
CSP is a voluntary conservation program 
that provides financial and technical 
assistance for operators to continue to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air, and 
related natural resources on their and. CSP 
provides opportunities to both recognize 
excellent stewards and deliver valuable 
new conservation through an entirely new 
process available. More information and 
applications are available at your local 
NRCS office or www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov. 
Fiscal Year 2013 application cutoff is 
December 21, 2012. 
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101 Bilby Road, BLDG 1-H 
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Civil Rights/Discrimination Complaint Process  
As a participant or applicant for programs or activities operated or sponsored by USDA you have a right to be treated fairly. If you believe 
you have been discriminated against because of your race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, you may file a discrimination complaint. The complaint should be filed 
with the USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights within 180 days of the date you became aware of the alleged discrimination. To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 

Selected Interest Rates 
for November 2012 

Farm Operating - Direct 1.125 % 

Farm Ownership & 
Conservation Loans 

3.125 % 

Limited Resource - Farm 
Operating 

5.00 % 

Limited Resource - Farm 
Ownership 

5.00 % 

Farm Ownership - Direct  
Down Payment 

 Beginning Farmer or 
 Rancher 

1.50 % 

Emergency 2.125 % 

Marketing Assistance Loans 1.125% 
Farm Storage Facility 

      7-year loan term 
        10-year loan term 

      12-year loan term 

 
1.125  % 
1.175 % 
2.000 % 

Emergency Farm Loans 
FSA provides emergency loans to help producers recover from production 
and physical losses due to drought, flooding, other natural disasters, or 
quarantine. Emergency loan funds may be used to: 
 Restore or replace essential property; 
 Pay all or part of production costs associated with the disaster year; 
 Pay essential family living expenses; 
 Reorganize the farming operation and; 
 Refinance certain debts. 

Emergency loans are available for losses caused by drought and excessive 
heat from June 1, 2012 and continuing. Passaic & Sussex counties are 
eligible, for Secretarial Disaster Declaration coded S3427.  Applications will 
be accepted through June 24, 2013. 
 

Emergency Loans are also available for losses caused by Hurricane Sandy 
that occurred from October 26, 2012 and continuing.  Atlantic, Bergen, 
Burlington, Cape May, Camden, Cumberland, Essex, Gloucester, Hudson, 
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic, 
Somerset and Union counties are included in the eligible area for the 
Presidential Major Disaster Declaration coded M4086.  Applications will be 
accepted through July 5, 2013. 
 

For more information, please call Megan Everswick in our office at 
(908)852-2576, ext. 104.


