
 
 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance 
to producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory or prevented 
planting occurs due to natural disasters. Signup for 2013 coverage is currently 
underway. NAP applications are due at different times according to the crop being 
insured. Producers should apply for NAP coverage using form CCC-471 (Application 
for Coverage). Related service fees are due when the application is filed. The application 
and service fee MUST be filed by the crop sales closing date, listed below. The service 
fee is $250 per crop per county or $750 per producer per county. The fee cannot exceed 
a total of $1875 per producer for individuals with farming interests in multiple counties. 
Limited resource producers may request a waiver for service fees. To qualify for 
coverage, a producer must share in the risk of producing an eligible crop. The next 
application closing deadline is:  
 
March 15, 2013 - beans, Brussel sprouts, cantaloupes, celery, corn, cucumbers, eggplant, 
honeydew, oats, okra, peppers, pumpkins, sorghum, soybeans, squash, sunflowers, sweet 
potatoes, yams, tomatillos, tomatoes, watermelon  
 

Emergency Forest Restoration Program 
Signup for the Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) in Warren, Sussex and 
Morris Counties is currently underway and will continue through March 18, 2013. 
EFRP is established to carry out emergency measures to restore Nonindustrial Private 
Forest Land (NIPF). In order to be eligible, the NIPF land damaged by the natural 
disaster must: have existing tree cover (or had tree cover immediately before the disaster 
and is suitable for growing trees), and have damage to natural resources that, if not 
treated would impair or endanger the natural resources on that land and materially affect 
the future use of the land.  Financial assistance shall be limited to restoring to the 
immediate pre-disaster condition. The following types of measure may be eligible: 
removing debris from NIPF, site preparation on NIPF, seeding establishment on NIPF, 
and restoring conservation structures and other similar installations. Producers must 
sign up at the county office in person, to request EFRP cost share before starting a 
practice. Producers who start a practice before requesting EFRP funding may be 
ineligible to receive cost share. Please give the office a call to set up an appointment. 

 

Microloan Program 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve 
the unique financial operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm 
operations.  FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit 
needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a streamlined application process built to fit 
the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program will also be useful to 
specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    
Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-
up expenses such as hoop houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation 
and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and 
distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular 
operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a 
commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program. Individuals interested in 
applying for a microloan or who would like to discuss other farm loan programs 
available, should contact the office to setup an appointment with a loan approval 
official. 
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
- Mar 15 - NAP Closing Date: 

beans, Brussel sprouts, 
cantaloupes, celery, corn, 
cucumbers, eggplant, honeydew, 
oats, okra, peppers, pumpkins, 
sorghum, soybeans, squash, 
sunflowers, sweet potatoes, 
yams, tomatillos, tomatoes, 
watermelon 

- Mar 18 - EFRP signup ends  
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Actively Engaged in Farming 
To be eligible for payments and benefits under specified programs, all program participants, either individuals or legal 
entities, must provide significant contributions to the farming operation to be considered as "actively engaged in farming." 
Contributions can consist of capital, land, and/or equipment, as well as active personal labor and/or active personal 
management. The management contribution must be critical to the profitability of the farming operation and the 
contributions must be at risk. 
Each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest must contribute active personal labor and/or active 
personal management to the farming operation on a regular basis. The contribution must be identifiable and 
documentable; as well as separate and distinct from the contributions made by any other partner, stockholder or member. 
If any partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest fails to meet this requirement, program payments will be 
reduced by the corresponding share held by that partner, stockholder or member. The exception to this rule for a 
stockholder or member of a legal entity only occurs when both of the following apply:  

 At least half of the interest in the legal entity is held by stockholders or members who are providing active 
personal labor or active personal management;  

 The total direct payments received by the legal entity and each of the members can’t exceed $40,000.  

 
GovDelivery 
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving toward a paperless operation. Newsletters like these will be the 
primary way operators and landowners will learn about FSA program updates. Please encourage others in the community 
to call FSA and provide their email address if they would like to receive newsletters via GovDelivery. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free 
Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Selected Interest Rates 
for March 2013 

Farm Operating - Direct 1.25 % 

Farm Ownership & 
Conservation Loans 

3.25 % 

Limited Resource - Farm 
Operating 

5.00 % 

Limited Resource - Farm 
Ownership 

5.00 % 

Farm Ownership - Direct  
Down Payment 

  Beginning Farmer or 
  Rancher 

1.50 % 

Emergency 2.250% 

Marketing Assistance Loans 1.125% 

Farm Storage Facility 
      7-year loan term 

        10-year loan term 
      12-year loan term 

 
1.375% 
2.00  % 
2.25  % 

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) allows producers of eligible 
commodities to obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage 
and handling facilities. The new maximum principal amount of a loan through 
FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a down payment 
of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the 
net cost of the eligible storage facility and permanent drying and handling 
equipment. New loan terms of seven, 10 or 12 years are available depending 
on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be different 
and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the U.S. Treasury 
Department. Interest rates for farm storage facility loans approved for March 
2013 are as follows, 1.375 percent with seven-year loan terms; 2.000 percent 
with 10-year loan terms, and; 2.250 percent with 12-year loan terms. 
Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement and the 
remaining final disbursement. The partial disbursement will be available after 
a portion of the construction has been completed. The final fund disbursement 
will be made when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of the 
partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total 
loan amount. 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that 
maintains the farm's records. An FSFL must be approved before any site 
preparation or construction can begin. For more information about FSFL 
please call the office. 


