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THE ACRE PROGRAM 
The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a new program authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill that begins in crop year 
2009. Through ACRE, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers producers an alternative to Direct and Counter-cyclical 
(DCP) payments. The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year 
state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price.  
 
ACRE payments are made when both state-level and farm-level triggers are met. By participating in ACRE, producers 
elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  Producers also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 
30-percent reduction in loan rates. ACRE sign-up dates will be announced soon so a producer can choose to participate in 
ACRE, or stay with DCP.  
 
A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by the 
2008 Farm Bill.  For more details contact your local FSA office. 
 
ACRE/DCP SIGN-UP DEADLINE EXTENDED 
USDA has extended the sign-up deadline from June 1, to Aug. 14, 2009, for both the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program 
(DCP) and the forthcoming Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.  This action extends the sign-up deadline 
by 10 weeks to give producers ample time to decide whether to participate in ACRE or remain in DCP. 
 
DCP – Base Acres on Federally Owned Land 
The provision to terminate base acres on federally owned land has been rescinded.  If you have a DCP contract 
on federally owned land, visit your county office to make sure your bases are restored and signed up for 2009 
DCP. 
 
CROP CERTIFICATIONS 
July 15 is the deadline to certify CRP.   
 
OFFICE CLOSURE 
The office will be closed Friday, July 3, 2009 in observance of Independence Day. 
 
CED Vacancy 
Harding and Quay County are still without a CED.  The position has not been filled at this time.  Due to staff 
shortages, please be sure and call the office before making a trip to town. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To 
file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800)795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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2009 CRP Contract Extensions 
Harding County CRP producers with contracts that were scheduled to expire in 2009 may modify all or part of 
their contract to extend the expiration date for a period of 3 years.  Those producers should have received a 
letter explaining this offer.  You must contact the Harding County FSA Office by June 30, 2009 to accept this 
offer to extend. 
 
BEGINNING FARMERS & RANCHERS 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and ranchers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored 

by FSA 
 Does not own farm acreage in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size. 
 
Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.  
 
Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.  
You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov and www.nrcs.usda.gov . 
 

 

RECORD CHANGES  
Contact the Harding County FSA Office if there are any changes to your farming operation such as: 
 

* Name/Address/Telephone     * Direct Deposit information      *Death of owner/operator  
* Private/state leases      * Change in owner/operator      * Change in partnership, corporation, trust, estate, etc 
 
 
 

Failure to report these changes can result in loss of benefits. 
********************** 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

