
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
HIDALGO COUNTY FARM SERVICE AGENCY 

405 DUNCAN HIGHWAY 
LORDSBURG, NM  88045 

February  2008 
 

 
Tricia Elbrock, Chairperson   Arlen L. Hall, CED 
Robert Brunson, Vice-chairperson  Betty Rendon, PT 
Jay Peterson, Member       
Sylvia C. Dominguez, COC Advisor 
Next COC Meeting:  February 27, 2008 
Office Hours:  Monday – Friday Telephone: 505-542-3241 ext. 2 
             8:00 am-4:30 pm  FAX:  505-542-3295 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and 

marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio/tape, etc.) 

should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 

(Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation 
could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting 
or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and 
other drug producing plants. 

 
 
 



POWER OF ATTORNEY 
 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work 
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables 
you to designate another person to conduct your business at the office. If you are 
interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more 
information.  

SPOUSAL SIGNATURES 
 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and 
Commodity Credit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is 
automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office 
staff by either spouse. 

FAXED SIGNATURES 
 
Certain FSA program applications may be accepted by facsimile (fax) machine if Form 
FSA-237, Facsimile Signature Authorization and Verification, is on file. This authorization 
form should be completed, signed and witnessed by the FSA office staff, or notarized. 

DISASTER PROGRAMS 

Signup for Crop Disaster Assistance and Livestock Compensation continues.  Deadlines 
for the above mentioned programs have not been established as yet, but we expect them 
in the very near future.  Producers interested in participating should contact the County 
Office for further information and eligibility requirements. 

CHANGING BANKS 
 
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using Direct Deposit. 
This innovation has cut down on the number of missing and late payments and reduced 
the time required to move funds.  It has been calculated that having a problem with a 
payment is 20 times greater with checks than with Direct Deposit.  Another benefit is that 
Direct Deposit to your account can be made within 48 hours. 

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s important to keep the county office up-to-date 
on changes you might make in your financial institutions. 

If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your 
FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so we can update our files to insure 
uninterrupted service. 

SELLING LAND 

If you’re planning to sell farmland, there may be some program consequences of which 
you should be aware. For example, if you’re planning to sell land that’s enrolled in the 
Conservation Reserve Program, the buyer must agree to continue the enrollment. If the 
buyer doesn’t want to continue the CRP contract, you might have to refund all of the 
payments you’ve received to date. 



Reviewing program implications with your local Farm Service Agency staff before 
completing a sale of farmland is always a prudent precaution. 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 

Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment, or hearing impairment to attend or participate in meetings or events 
sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special accommodations to attend 
or participate in one of our events, please call the FSA county office and we will be happy 
to make any needed arrangements.  

FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION  
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 
Agency administers this program for USDA.  

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to 
report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA 
form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the 
property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 

BEWARE OF CROP INSURANCE REBATING SCHEMES 

With the spring sales closing date for many Federal crop insurance policies right around 
the corner, crop insurance agents have stepped up their marketing efforts.  The Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) has received reports from producers and agents that some 
aggressive marketers have been approaching producers with rebating offers.  These 
schemes promise lower insurance premiums, refunds, dividends, or items of value tied to 
crop insurance purchases.  Most of these activities are illegal.  RMA reminds all Federal 
crop insurance program participants that it is now coordinating with state regulators to take 
appropriate regulatory action against all those who are found to promote or participate in 
such schemes.  Producers who are found to participate in illegal rebating activities 
will not only lose their crop insurance coverage but will also lose eligibility in all 
USDA programs.  Producers and agents can report suspicions of illegal rebating to the 
OIG Hotline: 1-800-424-9121. 
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