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FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Lea County
USDA Service Center

Lea County FSA

401 Tatum Highway
Lovington, NM 88260
575-396-5857 (phone)
575-396-5768 (fax)
www.fsa.usda.gov/nm

Hours
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. -5 p.m.

County Committee

John Ingle — Chair

Rory Wier — V. Chair
Hayden Parker -- Member
Paul Herrera — Advisor

County Committee meets
the third Tuesday of each
month.

Staff

Terry Cater, CED
Cheri Sedgwick, PT
Donna Schooley, PT
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Lea County News

DCP-ACRE

The deadline to enroll a farm with base acres into
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or
the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is
August 14. This deadline applies for the 2009 crop
year only. Deadline for enrollment in 2010 through
2012 will be June 1 in each of those crop years.

ACRE is an alternative to traditional DCP enroll-
ment. The ACRE alternative provides eligible
producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on
the 5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-
year national average price. ACRE payments are
made when both state- and farm-level triggers are
met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to
forgo counter-cyclical payments, receive a 20-
percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-
percent reduction in loan rates. A decision to elect
ACRE binds the producer to the program through
the 2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by
the 2008 Farm Bill.

A calculator and fact sheet to help you decide if
you wish to enroll in ACRE or leave your farm in
DCP are available on the FSA website:
www.fsa.usda.gov. Fact sheets are also available at
the county office.

2009 Crop Peanut Loan Rates

On May 13, 2009, CCC announced the 2009 crop
peanut loan rates by type. Peanut premiums and
discounts remain unchanged from the 2008 crop
year.

Peanut Type Loan Value per Ton
Virginia $358.26
Runner $354.40
Spanish $350.11
Valencia $358.26

Livestock Disaster Program

Livestock producers who incurred eligible
livestock death losses due to adverse weather
events on or after Jan. 1, 2008 and before Oct. 1,
2011, should begin gathering related loss
documentation if they wish to participate in the
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Applications
are not currently being accepted for LIP, however,
when a sign up period opens, producers will be

required to provide verifiable death loss

documentation in order to participate.

Adequate documentation must prove the death of
eligible livestock occurred as a direct result of an
eligible adverse weather event. If adequate verifi-
able proof of death records is not available, a
livestock producer may provide reliable records,
along with verifiable beginning and ending inven-
tory, as proof of death. Certifications of livestock
death by third parties may be accepted only if
verifiable proof is otherwise unavailable. Accept-
able proof includes but is not limited to purchase
records, veterinarian records, bank or other loan
papers, rendering truck receipts, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency records, National
Guard records, written contracts, production re-
cords, Internal Revenue Service records, property
tax records, private insurance documents, and
similar documents.

Documenting losses under the
Emergency Assistance for Live-
stock, Honey, Bees and Farm-

Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The 2008 Farm Bill created five new disaster pro-
grams, one of which is ELAP. ELAP provides
emergency relief to producers of livestock, honey
bees, and farm-raised fish to aid in the reduction of
losses because of disease, adverse weather, or other
conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, as
determined by the Secretary of Agriculture, that are
not covered by other disaster programs.

All types for losses for which livestock, honey bee
and farm-raised fish producers may be compen-
sated for under ELAP will not be known until the
regulations are published in the Federal Register.
However, it is predicted that some possible losses
that may be compensated include: grazing losses
because of eligible adverse weather events other
than drought, purchased or harvested feed that was
intended as feed for eligible livestock that was
destroyed by an adverse weather event, feed pur-
chased to sustain livestock because of blizzards,
floods, hurricanes, etc.

Producers must provide verifiable documentation
of purchased feed intended as feed for livestock
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that was lost or additional feed purchased above
normal to sustain livestock because of disaster
conditions.

Producers must provide original feed receipts with
each containing the date of purchase, name, ad-
dress and phone number of vender, type and
quantity of feed purchased, cost, and signature of
vendor if the vendor is not licensed to conduct this
type of business. The county office will not accept
this documentation until a sign up period is open.
When a sign up is announced, bring your original
documentation to the county office and complete
an application. Your original receipts will be re-
turned.

County Committee Nominations
County Committee Nominations for LAA-1, North
Lea County open June 15. The nomination period
continues through Aug. 15, with elections taking
place this fall.

To be eligible to serve on a FSA county committee,
a person must participate or cooperate in a FSA
program, be eligible to vote in a county committee
election and reside in the LAA in which the person
is a candidate. Producers may nominate themselves
or others. Nomination forms are available at the
county office. Ballots will be mailed Nov. 6. Bal-
lots must be returned by Dec. 7.

Dates to Remember

July 15 Deadline to certify spring seeded
crops
Deadline to enroll in DCP or
August 14 ACRE

Commodity Certificate Exchanges
The 2008 Farm Bill provides that the purchase and
exchange of commaodity certificates for marketing
assistance loan (MAL) collateral “terminates
effective ending with the 2009 crop year.”
Commodity certificates will continue to be
exchanged for 2009 crop MAL collateral up to the
individual loan maturity date for that 2009 crop
commodity. Commodity certificates will not be
available for exchange for any 2010 and
subsequent crop loans.

NAP Notice of Loss

A producer should file a Notice of Loss within 15
days of the date that a loss is apparent to crops and
Native Grass covered by NAP. Multiple notices of
loss can be filed on the same crop in the same year,
and should be if a loss is apparent. Filing a notice
of loss is the equivalent of filing a claim for
disaster on your crop. If you do not file a claim,
you will not be compensated even if a county-
wide loss is approved at a later date.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio-
tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independ-
ence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.




