UsDA FSA  NEWSLETTER

Lea County FSA Office

401 Tatum Highway
Lovington, NM 88260

Ph: (575) 396-5857
Fax: (575) 396-5768

Hours
Monday - Friday
7:30 am - 5:00 pm

County Committee Meeting
Third Wednesday of each
month

County Committee
Hayden Parker—Chair
John Ingle—Vice Chair
Rory Wier—Member
Paul Herrera—Advisor

County Office Staff
Terry Cater
County Executive Director

Kathy Priest
County Operations Trainee

Donna Schooley
Cheri Sedgwick
Program Technicians

Website
www.fsa.usda.gov/nm

May, 2011

Livestock Forage Program (LFP)

LFP provides payments to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock grazing losses
due to qualifying drought or fire. Fire losses apply only to federally managed rangeland. Lea

County is now eligible for 2011 LFP for drought.

Applicants must have purchased insurance coverage through FSA’s Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) or meet the waiver requirements as defined in the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990, Section 2501 (e) (7U.S.C. 2279 (e)) to be a Socially Disadvan-
taged, Limited Resource, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher.

Producers should bring in cattle numbers and documentation such as tax records or bank documents

to begin the application process.

For more information contact the County Office.

Cotton Growers

EPA regulation requires that cotton acres
planted in New Mexico include refuge acres for
the pink bollworm if you plant B.t. varieties of
cotton. You CANNOT plant 100 percent B.t.
cotton.

You must either:

e  Plant 5% non-B.t. cotton either inter-
spersed or within a maximum of a half-
mile adjacent to your B.t. cotton acreage.
This cotton can be sprayed for foraging
insects until squaring. After squaring,
the refuge may not be sprayed with in-
secticide or pheromone for pink boll-
worm or treated with sterile pink boll-
worm. You may spray to control other
pests that are not lepidopteron. -OR-

e Plant 20% non-B.t. cotton within 1 mile
adjacent to your B.t. cotton acreage.

This acreage may be sprayed at any time
with insecticide excluding foliar B.t.
products, including pheromone. This
area may also be treated with sterile pink
bollworm.

If you have any questions, contact the County

Office or your Cotton Seed Representative.

NAP Notice of Loss

Producers suffering a loss due to an adverse
weather condition must file a notice of loss in
the county office within 15 days of the date the
loss becomes apparent. This includes any
weather-related condition including drought.

Acreage Reporting

Crop Reporting deadlines are approaching.
Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss
of benefits for a variety of programs.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm
Service Agency programs. For crops not cov-
ered by NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program), acreage reports are to be certi-
fied by the May 15 deadline on small grains
and a July 15 deadline on all other crops.

Exception—Crops must be reported on differ-

ent deadlines if the crop:

e is covered by NAP. The crop/s must be
reported 15 calendar days before the on-
set of harvest or grazing of the specific
crop acreage being reported.

e was failed acreage. The crop must be
reported within 15 calendar days of the
disaster event and before disposition of
the crop.

e was prevented planting. The crop must
be reported no later than 15 days after the
final planting date.

DCP Signup & Advance

Payments

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) is underway. DCP
contract signatures for enrollment are due
by the signup deadline of June 1, 2011.
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Agriculture Secretary
Vilsack Announces Proc-
ess to Resolve Discrimi-
nation Claims of His-
panic and Women Farm-

ers

As part of continued efforts to close the chap-
ter on allegations that discrimination occurred
at USDA in past decades, Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack and Assistant Attorney General
Tony West announced the establishment of a
process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and
women farmers and ranchers who assert that
they were discriminated against when seeking
USDA farm loans.

The claims process offers a streamlined alter-
native to litigation and provides at least $1.33
billion in compensation, plus up to $160 mil-
lion in farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and
women farmers and ranchers. This announce-
ment follows the Obama Administration’s set-
tlement of longstanding litigation brought by
African American farmers and Native Ameri-
can farmers.

In conjunction with this announcement,
USDA is launching an outreach effort to poten-
tial claimants that will include a call center for
farmers and ranchers, a website, public service
announcements, and in-person meetings around
the country. Individuals interested in partici-
pating in the claims process may register to
receive a claims package, or may obtain more

Dates to Remember

Final date to report small grain

May 15
acreages

Final date to request Market-
ing Assistance Loans or Loan
May 31 Deficiency Payments for 2010
crops—cotton, feed grains,
soybeans, and minor oilseeds.

Final date to enroll in 2011

June 1 Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP)

July 15 Final date to report all other
crop acreages
Final date to apply for 2009

July 29 Supplemental Revenue Assis-

tance Program (SURE)

information, by visiting ww.farmerclaims.gov.
Beginning February 25, 2011, individuals can
register to receive a claims package by calling
the Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-888-
508-4429. USDA cannot provide legal advice
to potential claimants. Persons seeking legal
advice may contact a lawyer or other legal ser-
vices provider.

Office Closure

The Lea County USDA Service Center will
be closed May 30 for the Memorial Day Holi-
day.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, lender and employer
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