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As we approach this Memorial Day weekend. | hope you and your family get some rest and pause
to remember the meaning of this holiday.

As producers | know you've had a busy spring with all the changes that have taken place. | want
you to know that our staff has offices to cover the entire state and we are ready, willing and capable
of being your partner and helping make this another successful crop year.

To our FSA Staff..as we approach the closeout of signup | want to thank you for all the hard work
you've done up to this point. Very shortly we will have training for the open enroliment period for
crop reporting. Recognizing that we have a busy summer ahead of us.

In the few months | have been with this agency | understand and appreciate that the job will get
done right and with the usual smile that you are accustomed to from the folks who work with FSA.

Bob Etheridge
State Executive Director

North Carolina Farm  Filing a Notice of Loss

Service Agency The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and
4407 Bland Rd., Suite 175 prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with an

Raleigh, NC 27609 interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all
crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-

Phone: 919-875-4800 Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance,

Fax: 1-844-325-6874 you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office

within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers of hand harvested crops must notify the



www.fsa.usda.gov/nc FSA County Office within 72 hours of the occurrence of the disaster or
when losses become apparent. This notification can be done by

State Committee: phone, fax, or e-mail but a CCC-576 must still be filed within 15 days.
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Thomas O. Gilmore, Sr., be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for the crop.
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

State Executive Director: FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to
Bob Etheridge begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are available for

operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.
Executive Officer:

Cindy Kernodle While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan
programs, FSA has provided priority funding for members of socially

Division Chiefs: disadvantaged applicants.

Mike Eaves:

Administrative Officer A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members
have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of

Tim Jones: his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or

Chief Farm Programs her individual qualities.

Mike Huskey: Chief For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are

Farm Loan Programs women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives,

Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
State Committee
Meeting: FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility
Monthly First Tuesday requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Please contact your |ocal
FSA Office for questions
specific to your operation

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
your local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for North Carolina counties:

September 30, 2014: Aquaculture

November 15, 2014: Perennial grazing and forage

January 2, 2015: Honey

January 15, 2015: Apples, Barley, Blueberries, Grapes, Oats, Peaches, Wheat and all

fall seeded small grains

May 15, 2015: Cabbage, Beans, Potatoes

May 31, 2015: NAP Covered Nursery

July 15, 2015: Corn, Soybeans, Tobacco, Cotton, Peanuts, Grain Sorghum, CRP, and all other
crops and land uses

September 15, 2015: Cabbage PP2, Beans PP2,

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

« If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

« If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate



documentation must be provided to the county office.

« If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local County
FSA office.

USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers

Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to
Support Next Generation of Farmers

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them
succeed.

USDA'’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers,
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA
education, and technical support programs. These issues have been identified as top priorities by
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.

Today’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:

» Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk management tools
to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver,
announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers and ranchers whom
already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a beginning farmer or social
disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.

« Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and
beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary
nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans. Previously, farmers
and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up to 25
percent. Waiving these reductions for new and beginning farmers will provide extra financial
support during times of emergency like drought and other natural disasters.

* Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision, beginning
farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP. This is a
fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and beginning farmers.
In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for
beginning farmers and ranchers — including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees,
and other benefits.

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is
available here.

USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation



Compliance Changes

The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and
signed AD-1026 certification form must be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency
(RMA), through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop
insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and
NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and revenue protection
programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and
Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other
conservation programs implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this
requirement and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 form on file for their
associated lands. If an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded
of the deadline of June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will
review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet
the required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details
outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance premium

support. Producers can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information. A listing of
service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of nhormal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014
to September 30, 2015 must file:

« A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November 1,



2015
 An application for payment by November 1, 2015

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

» ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

» ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet

« ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President
Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi-
fications, and authorizes several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What's in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service
Agency Customers?

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

« Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

» Be 10 years to 20 years of age

» Comply with FSA's general eligibility requirements

» Be unable to get a loan from other sources

» Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above

» Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant,
along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme



cold.

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is

apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:

* Proof of death documentation
 Copy of growers contracts
« Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following:

* A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January 30,
2016

 An application for payment by January 30, 2016.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-Up

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Selected Interest Rates for May 2015

90-Day Treasury Bill .125%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.50%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.625%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50%
Direct Farm Ownership - Joint Financing 2.50%

Emergency Loans 3.50%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



