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1BBelmont/Monroe County 
FSA Office 

1119 E Main St, Ste 1 
Barnesville, OH  43713-9102 

Phone: 740-425-2300 
Toll Free from 740 area code: 
       800-818-7645 
Fax:  740-425-2664 

County Executive Director: 
Christy S. Collins 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Belmont County: 
Sam Raber 
Phone: 330-339-5585 

Monroe County: 
David Drake 
Phone: 740-454-2824 

Program Technicians: 
Tina Pittman 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  April 7 at 9:00 am 

County Committee Election Results 
County committee elections are over, the ballots are counted and the results 
are in… Stanley Borovich of Saint Clairsville was elected to represent LAA 4 
and Stephen Wharton of Jacobsburg was elected to represent LAA 5.  

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are 
responsible for making decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity, 
and price support programs, as well as other important federal farm program 
issues.  

County committee members are a valuable asset because they are 
comprised of local producers who participate in FSA programs themselves 
and have a direct connection to farmers and ranchers in the community. All 
recently elected county committee members and alternates took office on 
February 18, 2014, and join the existing committee.  

For 2014, the Committee Chairperson will be Charles Schaefer of Beallsville 
and the Vice Chairperson will be Dale Dietrich of New Matamoras.  Other 
members include Stanley Borovich, Clayton Farnsworth of Lewisville and 
Stephen Wharton.  Louella Urbanek of Beallsville currently serves as 
Advisor to the Committee.  

For more information about county committees and the election process, 
please contact the Belmont/Monroe County FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  
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NAP Coverage Deadline 
March 17th is the last day for producers to apply for Non-Insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage using Form CCC-471, 
Application for Coverage, and pay the service fee at the FSA county 
office.   The application and service fee must be filed by March 17th, the 
deadline date for 2014 spring planted crops which include: forage sorghum, 
oats, potatoes, soybeans, sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops 
grown for food.  

The service fee is $250 per crop per county or $750 per producer per 
county. The fee cannot exceed a total of $1875 per producer with farming 
interest in multiple counties. Limited resource producers may request a 
waiver of service fees.  

To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant or sharecropper who 
shares in the risk of producing an eligible crop.  

 

 
FSA Reminds Producers of Farm Program Compliance  
The 1985 Farm Bill established the conservation compliance requirements for producers utilizing USDA 
benefits.  Although the provisions have been amended through other legislations and new farm bills, the 
sodbuster and swampbuster provisions remain in effect today for producers applying for certain USDA benefits.  

These are questions you should ask yourself each year to assure you remain eligible for USDA benefits:  

• Do you intend to clear timber areas or house lots to create or expand existing cropland?  
• Are you converting a pasture field into cropland?  
• Are you filling in an existing waterway to increase cropland?  
• Are there areas on your farm(s) that you are considering cropping that have not been cropped in recent 

years?  
• Are you planning any drainage projects such as installing new tile or grading wet-spots in a field?  
• Are you planning on clearing a fence row in order to bring new land into production?  (It’s okay to clean 

brush from fence rows as long as it is not increasing cropland).  

It is important for landowners to understand that even though you own your farm(s), there are federal 
conservation compliance regulations in place in the expiring farm bill and all future farm bills.  These compliance 
rules must be followed if you receive USDA program benefits.  Landowners who DO NOT receive federal 
program benefits: Do you rent your farm(s) out and only your farm operator receives government payments?  In 
this case, if compliance violations occur on your farm, your farm operator could be penalized on your farm and 
every other farm he/she owns and operates even across county and state lines.  

It is critical that all land operators communicate with their landowners and make sure the necessary paperwork 
and steps are followed before any of the above mentioned work is started.  Failure to comply with sodbuster or 
swampbuster provisions can result in loss of USDA benefits.  Questions about the highly erodible land 
conservation and wetland conservation provisions should be directed to the Belmont/Monroe County Farm 
Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation Service office.  

 
 
 



Actively Engaged 
To be eligible for payments and benefits under specified programs, all program participants, either individuals or 
legal entities, must provide significant contributions to the farming operation to be considered as "actively 
engaged in farming." Contributions can consist of capital, land, and/or equipment, as well as active personal 
labor and/or active personal management. The management contribution must be critical to the profitability of the 
farming operation and the contributions must be at risk.   

Each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest must contribute active personal labor and/or 
active personal management to the farming operation on a regular basis. The contribution must be identifiable 
and documentable; as well as separate and distinct from the contributions made by any other partner, 
stockholder or member. If any partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest fails to meet this 
requirement, program payments will be reduced by the corresponding share held by that partner, stockholder or 
member. There is an exception allowed for legal entities, such as corporations, if total direct payments received 
both directly and indirectly, by the legal entity and its members do not exceed $40,000.   

For more information about actively engaged, visit the Belmont/Monroe county FSA or go online to read the 
Actively Engaged Fact Sheet.  

 
Rural Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in 
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical 
business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.  

Applicants Must:  

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Must obtain a written recommendation and consent from a parent or guardian if the applicant has not 

reached the age of majority under state law  
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance 

from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along with 
providing adequate supervision.  

To find out more about the FSA Rural Youth loan program, Belmont County youth can contact Sam Raber at 
330-339-5585.  Monroe County youth can contact David Drake at 614-255-2453. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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