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    Final Payments for 2008 DCP 
 
Enrolled producers can expect their final direct 
payment to be deposited directly into personal bank 
accounts sometime during the first few weeks in 
October. 
 
Producers who did not elect to receive an advance 
direct payment will receive their entire direct pay-
ment for the year in one lump sum after Sept. 30 
which is the end of the fiscal year. 
 
The direct payment for a crop equals 85 percent of 
the farm’s base acreage times (x) the farm’s direct 
payment yield times (x) the direct payment rate. 
 
If there are any unearned payments, Commodity 
Credit Corporation will automatically subtract those 
amounts from the final Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Program payments you are about to receive. 
 
 
Farm Loan Programs 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for 
farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland and fi-
nance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs 
are designed to help producers who are temporar-
ily unable to obtain private or commercial credit. 
In many cases, applicants are beginning farmers 
who have insufficient net worth to qualify for fi-
nancing through a commercial lender. In other in-
stances, borrowers might have suffered setbacks 
from natural disasters or might be persons with 
limited resources.   
  
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans 
may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of 
up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans, as of October 1, 
2008, can reach a maximum indebtedness of 
$1,094,000. Emergency loans are always direct 
loans for farmers who may have suffered physical 
or production losses in disaster areas designated 
by a Presidential or Secretarial disaster declara-
tion. Rural Youth Loans, Beginning Farmer Loans 
and loans for Socially Disadvantaged applicants 
are also available through FSA.  
 
For detailed information, contact your local FSA 
county office to setup an appointment with a Loan 
Approval Official. 

NAP Coverage Closing Date  
Extended 
 
Since the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 
2008 was announced so late defining the 2009 risk 
management NAP Coverage requirement for the 
Supplemental Disaster Programs, the National Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office has extended the 
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) coverage purchase date for 2009 only.  As a 
result, the State Committee established NAP appli-
cation closing dates that fall before December 1, 
2008 have been extended to December 1, 2008, for 
the 2009 application crop year.   
 
Please note that extending the 2009 NAP applica-
tion deadlines to December 1, 2008, does not mod-
ify the definition of coverage period.  NAP 
coverage will not begin until the later of the follow-
ing dates: 

 30 calendar days after the date CCC-471 is 
filed; and 

 The date the crop is planted not to exceed the 
final planting date. 

 
NAP was designed to reduce financial losses that 
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic 
loss of production or prevented planting of an eligi-
ble crop by providing coverage equivalent to catas-
trophic (CAT) insurance.  Statute limits NAP to 
each commercial crop or agricultural commodity, 
except livestock, for which CAT is not available.   
 
The application deadline date for the 2009 NAP 
coverage for winter wheat, rye, barley, speltz, ap-
ples, asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, cherries, 
chestnuts, forage for all hay and pasture, grapes, 
nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries, 
honey, maple sap, aquaculture (finfish), Christmas 
trees, floriculture, ginseng, mushrooms, ornamental 
nursery, turfgrass sod and watercress in Ohio, is 
December 1, 2008.  For 2009-2012, the NAP Ser-
vice Fees have increased from: $100 to $250 per 
crop; $300 to $750 per county; $900 to $1,875 per 
producer for all counties.  
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2008 
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on the 
same crop or crops for 2009, if the applicable ser-
vice fee is submitted by the application closing 
date.  A new CCC-471, application for coverage is 
not required to be signed when applying for con-
tinuous coverage of the same crop or crops.   
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Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) 
from previous year’s coverage or changing crop shares must 
file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applicable 
service fee. 

  
FSA Signature Policy 
  

 Using the correct signature when doing business with 
FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program bene-
fits.  The following are FSA signature guidelines: 

  
For more information on NAP coverage, please contact your 
local FSA office.  

 
   

 A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. 
Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe, 

  
 
 

 For a minor, FSA requires the minor’ signature and 
one from an eligible parent. Note, by signing the ap-
plicable document, the parent is liable for actions of 
the minor and may be liable for refunds, liquidated 
damages, etc, 

County Committee Elections  
 
 Just a reminder: Be watching your mailbox for your official 

county office committee election ballot starting early next 
month. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters starting on 
November 3, 2008. If, for some reason, you don’t receive a 
ballot, feel free to notify your local FSA office. Completed 
and signed ballots are due back in the county office by the 
close of business on December 1, 2008. 

 
 
 

 When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree 
with the name typed or printed on the form, or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature to 
be in disagreement.  Example - John W. Smith is on 
the form.  The signature may be John W. Smith or 
J.W. Smith or J. Smith.  Or Mary J. Smith may be 
signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary 
Smith, etc, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acreage Spot Check Determinations 
and Notification  

 FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms 
and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures.  Producers 
are responsible for the successful transmission and re-
ceipt of FAXED information.  

 
Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot checks 
of acreage reports.  Acreage reports are an integral part of 
farm program participation.  Acreage spot checks are com-
pleted to ensure accurate acreage reports are used in farm 
program computations. Examples of documents not approved for FAXED sig-

natures include:  
FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected number of farms 
in each state. Color imagery flown in summer 2008 will be 
used to verify all crops.  All acreage determinations will be 
completed using the FSA Geographic Information System 
official acreages.   

o Promissory note 
o Assignment of payment 
o Joint payment authorization 
o NAP actual production history and approved 

yield record 
 o Acknowledgement of commodity certificate 

purchase After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined Acre-
age will be sent to the farm operator.  Producer notifications 
will be issued by FSA as spot checks are completed. Ques-
tions concerning determined acres should be directed to your 
local FSA office for further explanation. 

o Financing statement 
o UCC financing statement 

 
 Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other 

for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an in-
terest, unless written notification denying a spouse this 
authority has been provided to the county office, 

 
 

Selected Interest Rates for 
October  2008 

 Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an 
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities, 

90-Day Treasury Bill 1.750% 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 3.750% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 5.125% 

 All members of a general partnership must sign for the 
general partnership unless an individual is authorized 
to act on the behalf of the general partnership and bind 
all members, 

Farm Ownership Loans - Down 
Payment 1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility 3.250% 

 Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual 
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a 
spouse that authority is provided to the county office, 

Sugar Storage Facility 4.250% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 3.000% 
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   Acceptable s gnatures for general partnerships, join ven-

tures, co por tions, estates, and trusts shall consist of an 
indicator “by  or “for” the individual’s name, individ-
ual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, 
and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact 
your local FSA office. 

Minority Farm Register 
The Minority Farm Register is a tool to promote equal ac-
cess to farm programs and services for minority farmland 
owners, farmers, tenants and other individuals with an agri-
cultural interest. Participants may receive information or be 
personally contacted through USDA outreach efforts. Pro-
grams include direct and guaranteed farm ownership and 
operating loans, marketing loans, as well as conservation, 
housing and rural business and risk management. 
 
Participation is voluntary.  All minority persons involved 
in farming are encouraged to participate. The information 
provided may be shared through the USDA Office of Out-
reach with other USDA-approved outreach partners, such as 
community-based organizations, educational institutions 
and other government agencies. 
 
If you are involved with farming and wish to be included in 
the Minority Farm Register, you are invited to visit the local 
county office staff and request the register form or 
download the form from the FSA website at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/For
ms/AD2035_040729V02.pdf.  
 

Electronic Services Available 
If a producer has Internet access, program participants can 
access many services from home 24/7, and receive approval 
and payment by direct deposit within 48 hours.  
 
To participate in these services, the program participant 
must meet all program eligibility requirements.  Online ser-
vices have stringent security measures to protect your pri-
vate information.  
 
To utilize electronic services a producer needs an active 
USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which requires an 
email address and filling out an online registration form at: 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/  and then followed by a 
visit to the county office for identity verification. 
 
If you have more questions, or would like assistance estab-
lishing your account, just contact your local USDA Service 
Center and talk with our trained FSA personnel. 

State Rental Rates 
 
A few months ago the process of reviewing county so
il rental rates began.  So, why were county soil rental 
rates reviewed?  Soil rental rates (SRR's) are to reflect 
the average cash rental rates per acre for non-irrigated 
cropland for the production of the predominant annu-
ally tilled crops during the most recent 3 years.  The 
SRR's are reviewed to ensure consistency with chang-
ing cash rent rates. 
 
Recently, the recommended changes to current SRR's 
were updated by the National CRP Program Man-
ager.  So how does this affect the CRP participant in 
Ohio?  SRR's in a majority of Ohio counties 
have been increased which will increase the maxi-
mum payment rates for CRP annual payments.  None 
of the soil rental rates for individual soil types de-
creased in Ohio. 
 
The new soil rental rates are in effect now and may be 
applied to any new CRP offer that has not been 
agreed to by the CRP participant and the FSA County 
Committee.  These rates, agreed to on an approved 
CRP contract, will guarantee your annual rental pay-
ment for the next 10-15 years (the length of your CRP 
contract).  That's not bad when some of the land you 
may enroll in CRP may be less productive cropland 
that cannot guarantee you any income.  For more in-
formation on calculating your CRP maximum annual 
payment rate for CRP enrollment, contact your local 
FSA Office.  

Removing CCC Loan Collateral 
Producers are reminded, if you have grain under 
Commodity Credit Corporation loan it cannot be 
removed or disposed of without prior county office 
staff authorization or repayment. The county office 
staff may issue release authorizations based on a 
telephone or in person request when you are ready to 
move the grain. A loan violation is subject to mone-
tary and administrative penalties, such as repaying 
the loan at principal plus interest, liquidated dam-
ages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-
stored loans and loan deficiency payments.   
 
All commodity loans are subject to spot check. 
Locking in a market loan repayment rate is not a 
marketing authorization. If you are planning to move 
CCC loan grain, call the county office staff, before 
you HAUL!  
 
Maintaining Stored Grain Quality 
 
Producers are reminded to keep an eye on the condi-
tion and quality of the stored grain.  Remember to 
contact your local FSA office if you notice changes 
in the condition and quality of the stored grain. 
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New Policy on Farms with 10 or Less Base Acres 
 

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Act) was enacted on June 18, 2008. Section 1101(d) of 
the 2008 Act provides that a producer on a farm will not receive direct payments, counter-cyclical payments, or av-
erage crop revenue election payments if the sum of the base acres of covered commodities and peanuts on the farm 
is 10.0 acres or less. This has commonly been referred to at the “10-acre provision.” 
  
H.R. 6849 was enacted on October 13, 2008. The legislation provides for both of the following: 
 
     • suspending the 10.0 acre provision for the 2008 crop year 
     • extending the 2008 DCP signup for farms with 10.0 base acres or less of covered commodities and peanuts 
        until November 26, 2008. 
 
H.R. 6849 provides for an extension of the 2008 DCP enrollment deadline for farms with10.0 base acres or less.       
Producers on farms with 10.0 base acres or less have until November 26, 2008, to initiate and complete enroll-
ment of a farm for 2008 DCP. H.R. 6849 does not extend the DCP signup deadline for farms with greater 
than 10.0 base acres. 
 
After H.R. 6849 passage, for contract year 2008 only, farms with 10.0 base acres or less of covered commodities 
and peanuts may receive payments, provided all eligibility criteria has been met. 
      
 
    Dates to Remember 

Nov. 3 County committee ballots mailed 
to voters. 

Nov. 11 Veterans Day Holiday.   FSA  
Offices Closed.  

Nov. 27 Thanksgiving Day Holiday.  FSA 
Offices Closed. 

Dec. 1 Application deadline for 2009 
NAP coverage for Fall Crops. 

Dec. 1 
Last day to return voted  
Ballots in county committee elec-
tion. 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day Holiday. FSA  
Offices Closed. 

Jan. 1 New Year's Day Holiday.  FSA 
Offices Closed. 

Jan. 1 Elected Committee Members and 
alternates take office. 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve 
program. 

 

 

Marketing Assistance Loans 
 
Marketing Assistance loans are available for producers who share in the risk of 
producing the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the 
crop through the time of application.  Beneficial interest means retaining the 
ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or dam-
age to the commodity; and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a 
commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if you regain 
beneficial interest. 
 
Commodity loan eligibility also requires you comply with conservation and 
wetland protection requirements; beneficial interest requirements, report how 
you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure that the commodity meets 
CCC minimum grade and quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible 
they must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in existence and in a 
storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as deter-
mined by CCC. Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program to be eligible for commodity loans.  The quality of the com-
modity in farm storage must be maintained throughout the term of the loan.  
 
Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative 
actions, such as assessing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of fu-
ture farm-stored loans.  The most common violations are removing or dispos-
ing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without prior authorization 
and providing an incorrect quantity certification.   Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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