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Copies of the Final Rule and Notice are available 
from the Marketing Programs Branch; Livestock 
and Seed Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - 
Room 2628-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; 
Washington, D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-1115; 
or via the Internet at: 
www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms

Lamb Checkoff Referendum  
Program 
 
USDA will offer lamb producers, feeders, and first 
handlers the opportunity to vote in a nationwide 
referendum on whether to continue or terminate the 
Lamb Promotion, Research, and Information Order, 
authorized under the Commodity Promotion, Re-
search, and Information Act of 1996.  The referen-
dum will be held Feb. 2-27, 2009 and conducted at 
USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) county of-
fices.   
 
To be eligible to vote, persons must certify and pro-
vide documentation, such as a sales receipt or re-
mittance form, which shows they have been 
engaged in the production, feeding, or slaughtering 
of lambs during the period, Jan. 1, 2008, through 
Dec. 31, 2008.  Beginning Feb. 2, 2009, and con-
tinuing through Feb. 27, 2009, persons eligible to 
vote should obtain Form LS-86-1: Lamb Promo-
tion, Research and Information Order Referendum 
from a FSA county office either in person, by mail, 
fax, or via the Internet at: 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms and 
then click on the "Lamb Referendum Information" 
link and then click on the Form "LS-86-1".   
 
Persons must vote in the referendum at the FSA 
county office where their administrative farm re-
cords are maintained.  For those persons not par-
ticipating in FSA programs, the opportunity to vote 
will be provided at the FSA county office where the 
person owns or rents land.  Note, Form LS-86-1 
will only be available on the AMS website between 
the dates of Feb. 2, 2009 through Feb. 27, 2009. 
 
Form LS-86-1 and supporting documentation must 
be returned in person, by mail, or by fax to the ap-
propriate county FSA office.  The form and docu-
mentation returned in person or by fax must be 
received in the appropriate county office prior to the 
close of business on Feb. 27, 2009.  The form and 
documentation returned by mail must be post-
marked no later than midnight on Feb. 27, 2009, 
and received in the county FSA office by March 6, 
2009.  
 
USDA monitors activities of the American Lamb 
Board.  The mandatory program is financed by pro-
ducers, seedstock producers (breeders), feeders, and 
exporters who are assessed one-half cent ($.005) 
per pound when live ovine animals are sold.  The 
first handler, primarily packers, pays an additional 
30 cents per head on ovine animals purchased for 
slaughter. 

. 
 
Crop Disaster Program Sign-up 
Deadline 
 
  

The Farm Service Agency's (FSA) Crop Disaster 
Program (CDP) sign-up period for years 2005-
2007 will end Feb. 27, 2009. 
  
The ending date of Feb. 27 applies to the receipt of 
a signed and completed FSA-840 application 
along with all supporting documentation and re-
quired forms at the applicable county FSA office.  
Sign-up information and required forms are avail-
able at each county FSA office.  Late filed applica-
tions will not be approved after the Feb. 27 
deadline.  
  
All application determinations will be made by 
March 27, 2009. For further questions about CDP 
and the sign-up deadline, producers may contact 
their county FSA office or visit FSA's website at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Kansas City Mails 1099-G  
During the last week of January, producers who 
have received payments from FSA should have 
also received a CCC-1099-G from the Kansas City 
office.  A CCC-1099-G is a report to the Internal 
Revenue Service about FSA payments made to 
you during the previous calendar year.  The CCC-
1099-G is a service to help participating producers 
report taxable income. It is not intended to replace 
the program participant’s responsibility to report 
income to the IRS. 
 
If you received a CCC-1099-G, we recommend 
that you check the amounts shown with those in 
your records to see that the amounts are correct.  
Refunds will no longer be reported on the 1099-G, 
but will be available online from the FSA Finan-
cial Inquiries (FSA-FI) web-based database.  Pro-
gram participants with eAuthentication user ID’s 
and passwords can access their refund information 
at FSA-FI and select “Inquiry Type 1099/Refund 
Reports”.  Refund amounts are displayed on the 
Producer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page. 
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If you have a question concerning the 1099-G refund infor-
mation, you may contact your local FSA office for assistance 
locating the correct payment data.  If you choose to visit the 
office, bring your CCC-1099-G with you. 

 
USDA Designates 45 Ohio Counties 
as Primary Natural Disaster Areas 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated forty-five 
Ohio counties as primary agricultural natural disaster ar-
eas, making certain farmers and other agricultural produc-
ers in the counties eligible for low-interest emergency 
loans from USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

 
DCP Sign-up Continues 
 
Sign-up for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment 
(DCP) Program continues until June 1, 2009.  The June 1, 
2009 deadline is mandatory for all participants. FSA 

 
will not 

accept any late-filed applications. 
The following counties were designated as primary natu-
ral disaster areas, due to excessive rain, and high winds 
related to Hurricane Ike that occurred from Sept. 14, 2008  

Online sign-up is available to all producers who are eligible to 
participate in the DCP Program and can be accessed at: 

through Sept. 16, 2008

www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp and then click on the "Access eDCP 
Services" link, under the "I Want to…" section.  To access the 
service, producers must have an active USDA eAuthentication 
Level 2 account, which requires filling out an online registra-
tion form at: http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov and then click 
on the "Create an Account Page" link, and lastly followed by a 
visit to the local FSA Service Center for identity verification. 
 
FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and 
payment yields established for each farm.  Eligible producers 
receive direct payments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive 
advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct 
payment for each commodity associated with the farm.  FSA 
began to issue advance direct payments in December 2008.  
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market 
prices and are issued only when the effective price for a com-
modity is statutorily set below its target price.   
 
Eligible producers for the DCP Program are also eligible to 
enroll in the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Pro-
gram or the Counter-cyclical Program. The enrollment period 
for the ACRE Program will begin in the spring.  You may first 
enroll in the DCP Program, receive advance direct payments 
and then later modify your enrollment to the ACRE program 
or you may wait and elect to enroll in DCP and ACRE at the 
same time in spring 2009. 
 
For more information about DCP, visit your local FSA office 
or go online to read the DCP factsheet at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/dcp2008.pdf.  
 
County Committee Meetings 
 
The four-member Crawford County Farm Service Agency 
committee meets once a month.  The committee has estab-
lished 8:30 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month as its 
regular meeting time and the Crawford County FSA office as 
its meeting place. We will post a notice on the county office 
bulletin board if the committee must reschedule the time or 
place of its next meeting. 
 
County committee members are: 
Chairman Terry Corney, representing LAA-3. 
Vic Chairman Donovan Scott, representing LAA-2 
Allen Schimpf, representing LAA-1. 
Trudy Ruehle, County Committee advisor. 

.   
 
Those counties are: Adams, Ashland, Auglaize, Brown, 
Butler, Carroll, Champaign, Clark, Clinton, Columbiana, 
Coshocton, Crawford, Darke, Delaware, Erie, Fairfield, 
Fayette, Greene, Guernsey, Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin, 
Holmes, Huron, Jefferson, Knox, Licking, Logan, Madi-
son, Mahoning, Marion, Morgan, Muskingum, Noble, 
Perry, Pickaway, Seneca, Shelby, Stark, Tuscarawas, Un-
ion, Van Wert, Warren, Washington, and Wood. 
 
Counties eligible because they are contiguous to those 
listed above are: Allen, Athens, Belmont, Clermont, 
Franklin, Harrison, Henry, Highland, Hocking, Lorain, 
Lucas, Medina, Mercer, Miami, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Morrow, Ottawa, Paulding, Pike, Portage, Preble, Putnam, 
Richland, Ross, Sandusky, Scioto, Summit, Trumbull, 
Wayne, and Wyandot. 
 
All counties listed above were designated natural disaster 
areas on December 31, 2008, making all qualified farm 
operators in the designated areas eligible for low-interest 
emergency loans from USDA's FSA, provided eligibility 
requirements are met.  To qualify, farmers must be unable 
to obtain credit from commercial sources.  Farmers in eli-
gible counties have eight months from the date of the dec-
laration to apply for loans to help cover part or all of their 
actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on 
its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, 
security available and repayment ability. FSA has a vari-
ety of programs, in addition to the emergency loan pro-
gram, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity. 
 
USDA has also made other programs available to assist 
farmers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, 
Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program.   
 
Interested farmers should contact their local FSA county 
office for further information on eligibility requirements 
and application procedures for these and other programs.  
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NAP Coverage Deadline 
 
March 16th is the last day for producers to apply for Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage 
using Form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and pay 
the service fee at the county office.   To download the elec-
tronic "NAP Basic Provisions Document", form CCC-471 
NAP BP, go to: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/ccc_471_nap_b
p.pdf.  The application and service fee must be filed by 
March 16th, the deadline date for 2008 spring planted crops 
which include: forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, soybeans, 
sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for 
food. 
 
The service fee is $250 per crop per county or $750 per pro-
ducer per county. The fee cannot exceed a total of $1875 per 
producer with farming interest in multiple counties. Limited 
resource producers may request a waiver of service fees. 
To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant or 
sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing an eligible 
crop. 
 
Farm Loan Programs 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers 
and producers to purchase farmland and finance agricul-
tural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help 
producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or 
commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are beginning 
farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for fi-
nancing through a commercial lender. In other instances, 
borrowers might have suffered setbacks from natural dis-
asters or might be persons with limited resources.   
  
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be ob-
tained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Currently, guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebt-
edness of $1,094,000. Emergency loans are always direct 
loans for farmers who may have suffered physical or pro-
duction losses in disaster areas designated by a Presidential 
or Secretarial disaster declaration. Rural Youth Loans, 
Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for socially disad-
vantaged applicants are also available through FSA.  
 
For detailed information, contact your local FSA county of-
fice to setup an appointment with a Loan Approval Official.
 

Selected Interest Rates for 
February  2009 

90-Day Treasury Bill .125% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.125% 

USDA Designates 47 Ohio  
Counties as Primary Natural  
Disaster Areas 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated forty-
seven Ohio counties as primary agricultural natural 
disaster areas, making certain farmers and other agri-
cultural producers in the counties eligible for low-
interest emergency loans from USDA's Farm Service 
Agency (FSA).  
 
The following counties were designated as primary 
natural disaster areas, due to drought that occurred 
from July 1, 2008 and continuing.   
Those counties are: Adams, Allen, Ashland, Athens, 
Auglaize, Belmont, Brown, Butler, Clark, Clermont,   
Clinton, Crawford, Defiance, Erie, Franklin, Fulton, 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Highland, Hock-
ing, Holmes, Huron, Knox, Licking, Logan, Lucas, 
Marion, Monroe, Montgomery, Morrow, Ottawa, 
Perry, Pickaway, Pike, Preble, Ross, Scioto, Seneca, 
Union, Van Wert, Warren, Washington, Williams, 
Wood, and Wyandot. 
 
Counties eligible because they are contiguous to those 
listed above are: Champaign, Coshocton, Darke, 
Delaware, Fairfield, Fayette, Greene, Guernsey, Har-
rison, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lorain, Madison, 
Medina, Meigs, Mercer, Miami, Morgan, Muskin-
gum, Noble, Paulding, Putnam, Richland, Sandusky, 
Shelby, Stark, Tuscarawas, Vinton, and Wayne. 
 
All counties listed above were designated natural dis-
aster areas on December 31, 2008, making all quali-
fied farm operators in the designated areas eligible for 
low-interest emergency loans from USDA's FSA, 
provided eligibility requirements are met.  To qualify, 
farmers must be unable to obtain credit from com-
mercial sources.  Farmers in eligible counties have 
eight months from the date of the declaration to apply 
for loans to help cover part or all of their actual 
losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its 
own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, 
security available and repayment ability. FSA has a 
variety of programs, in addition to the emergency 
loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from 
adversity. 
 
USDA has also made other programs available to as-
sist farmers, including the Emergency Conservation 
Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program.   
 Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.750% Interested farmers should contact their local FSA 
county office for further information on eligibility re-
quirements and application procedures for these and 
other programs.   

Farm Ownership Loans —
Beginning Farmer Down Payment 1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 1.875%  
Sugar Storage Facility Loans 3.125%  

 Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.375% 
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    Dates to Remember 

Feb. 2 Deadline on 2008 LDPs for wool, 
mohair and unshorn lamb pelts. 

Feb. 16 President's Day Holiday. FSA Of-
fices Closed. 

Feb. 27 Lamb Checkoff Referendum Pro-
gram finishes today.  

Mar. 16 Deadline to obtain 2009 NAP cov-
erage on spring planted crops. 

Mar. 31 
Final Availability for 2008 crop 
wheat, barley, oats, honey loans 
and LDPs. 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan  
Program. 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program. 

 

Bank Account Changes 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order for timely payments to 
be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your account has been changed or if another financial institution pur-
chases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers. 

Customer Statement 
January signals the beginning of a new year, and a time to gather financial records and starting to think about filling out a 1040. 
Producers who have signed up for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account will be able to access their farm data via their Cus-
tomer Statement.  The website is available at: http://customerstatement.usda.gov/. 
 
The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA services and programs into a single report that’s at your fingertips and available 
online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For a producer replacement 1099 Call 1-866-729-9705. 
It allows USDA customers to view their participation, application and payment status in various commodity and conservation 
programs; information on farm loans; and conservation plan and land unit information. 

Youth Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate 
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agri-
cultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the or-
ganization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the 
youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000. 
 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Live in a rural area or in a town of 50,000 people or fewer 
• Must obtain a written recommendation and consent from a parent or 

guardian if the applicant has not reached the age of majority under 
state law 

• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
 

• Be unable to get a loan from other sources    
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program 

of work as outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the pro-

ject under guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project 
supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along with pro-
viding adequate supervision.  

 
To find out more about the FSA Rural Youth loan program, contact your local 
FSA county office to setup an appointment with a Loan Approval Official. 
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