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FSA COC Nomination Deadline
Nears

County committees (COC) play acrucial rolein
hel ping the county office staff implement the
Farm Bill. Due to the important services that
COC members provide, producers are encour-
aged to participate in the FSA county committee
election process by nominating an eligible candi-
date by the August 2, 2010, deadline.

To become anominee, digible individuals must
sign form FSA-669A. The nomination form for
County FSA Committee Election (FSA-669A) is
available at your local FSA office. You may also
go on-line and download the form from our Ohio
FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh. The doc-
ument is located under the "1 Want To" section on
theright side of the screen. Or visit the County
Committee Elections website to learn more about
the County Committee Election process and read
over the fact sheets at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination
forms for the 2010 el ection must be postmarked or
received in the loca USDA Service Center by
close of business on August 2, 2010.

FSA county committee members make decisions
on disaster and conservation programs, emergency
programs, commodity price support loan programs
and other important agricultural issues. Members
serve three-year terms. Nationwide, there are more
than 7,800 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA
county committees. Committees consist of threeto
five members who are elected by eligible loca
producers.

FSA will mail ballotsto producers beginning No-
vember 5, 2010. The voted ballots are due back at
thelocal county office either viamail or in person
by December 6, 2010.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federa or state
law of a controlled substance violation could be
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits. Viola
tionsinclude planting, harvesting or growing a
prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include mariju-
ana, opium, poppies and other drug producing
plants.

2009 ACRE Program Production
Reports

Producersthat participated in the ACRE program
for 2009 are required to report 2009 production to
be used to compute 2009 ACRE payments, if appli-
cable, and 2010 benchmark farm yields. The report-
ing deadline date for 2009 production reportsis
July 15, 2010 for small grains and other crops.
Production reports may be submitted by the 2009
crop year operator, owner or other producer with an
interest in the reported acreage. Failure to file a pro-
duction report (FSA-658) for afarm enrolled in
ACRE will result in the farm’ s producers being in-
eligible for any ACRE contract payments and the
actual yield used to determine future benchmark
farmyields will be zero.

Sign-up Continues For Tree
Assistance Program

Orchardists and nursery tree growers have until Ju-
ly 6, 2010 to submit an application and provide sup-
porting documentation for Tree Assistance Program
(TAP) benefitsfor losses suffered during calendar
years 2008 and 2009, and for losses suffered during
January 1, 2010, to May 7, 2010. FromMay 8,
2010 to September 30, 2011 producers have within
90 calendar days of the disaster event or date when
the loss of trees, bushes, or vinesis apparent to
submit an application and supporting documenta-
tion.

TAP providesfinancial assistance to qualifying orc-
hardists and nursery tree growersto replant or reha
bilitate eligible trees, bushes, and vines that were
lost by natural disasters occurring on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists and nursery tree

growers must:

= guffer qualifying tree, bush, and vine lossesin

excess of 15 percent mortality (after adjustment

for normal mortality) from an digible natural

disaster for the individual stand

have owned the dligible trees, bushes, and vines

when the natural disaster occurred; however, €li-

gible growers are not required to own the land on

which dligible trees, bushes, and vines are

planted

= replace digible trees, bushes, vines within 12
months from the date the application is ap-
proved.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections

For more information about the TAP, please visit your local FSA
office or to read the TAP factsheet go to:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/tap051010.pdf .

Transition Incentives Program

The Transtion Incentives Program (TIP) encourages retired or re-
tiring owners and operators who are willing to sell or lease Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning or minority
farmers. The Transition Incentive Program (TIP) provides
annual rental paymentsto theretired or retiring landowners
for up to two additiona years after the date of the expiration
of the CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a fami-
ly member. Sign-up for the new TIP program began in May, at
local FSA offices.

To beedligible, TIP requiresthat the retired or retiring farmer:

» Haveland enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) that isin the last year of the contract.

= Agreeto alow the beginning or minority farmer to make
conservation and land improvements.

= Agreeto sdl, or have a contract to sdll, or agree to long-term
lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land under CRP contract to
abeginning or minority farmer by Oct. 1 of the year the CRP
contract expires.

The program was created by Congressin the 2008 Farm Bill ina
bid to help beginning and minority farmers get over one of the
biggest hurdles they face - finding affordable land. Ohio has ap-
proximately 32,826 acres expiring from CRP over the next two
years.

To learn more about the TIP program, producers interested in ap-
plying and participating in TIP should visit their USDA FSA
county office or to read the TIP Factsheet visit:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA _File/tip051410.pdf .

Selected I nterest Ratesfor
July 2010

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating L oans — Direct 2.875%
Farm Ownership Loans— Direct 4.875%
Farm Ownership Loans - Beginnin

Farmer Down ngment * 9| 1500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year | 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year | 3.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year | 3.500%
Sugar Storage Facility Loans 3.750%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.375%

SURE Program

Applications for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) are still being taken for the 2008 Crop
Year. SURE provides benefits for farm revenue |osses
due to natural disaster that were incurred starting in the
crop year 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be dli-
gible for SURE payments, a producer is required to ob-
tain crop insurance on al cropsin all counties or, if crop
insurance is not available, to participate in the Non-
Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except for grazed
acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP coverageis
no longer required for crops that are not of economic sig-
nificance or those where the administrative fee required
to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the
coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of

Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Beginning
Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the risk management
purchase requirement.

To trigger a SURE payment, participants must have at
least one crop of economic significance suffer a 10%
production loss due by comparing the actual production
on the SURE farm to that crop, and have either of the fol-
lowing:

= aportion of the SURE farm located in anatural disas-
ter county designated by the Secretary, including conti-
guous counties; or

= anoveral loss greater than 50 percent of the actua
production on the farm compared to expected revenue for
the farm for that crop year.

For more information about SURE, visit the National FSA
SURE website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA and then click
on the“ Disaster Assistance Programs’ link and then se-
lect the “ Qupplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Pro-
gram (SURE)” link under the “ Related Topics’ to read the
factsheet or visit the local FSA office.

Removing CCC Loan Collateral

Producers are reminded, if you have grain under Com-
modity Credit Corporation loan it cannot be removed or
disposed of without prior county office staff authoriza
tion or repayment. The county office staff may issuere-
|ease authorizations based on a telephone or in person
request when you are ready to move the grain. A loan vi-
olation is subject to monetary and administrative penal-
ties, such as repaying the loan at principal plusinterest,
liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future
farm-stored loans and loan deficiency payments.

All commodity loans are subject to spot check. Locking
in amarket |oan repayment rate is not a marketing autho-
rization. If you are planning to move CCC loan grain,
call the county office staff, before you HAUL!


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/tap051010.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/tip051410.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program will alow pro-
ducers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest financing to
build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.

The maximum principal amount of aloan through FSFL is
$500,000. Participants are required to provide adown payment of
15 percent, with CCC providing aloan for the remaining 85 percent
of the net cost of the digible storage facility and permanent drying
and handling equipment. Loantermsof 7, 10 or 12 years are avail-
able depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for each
term rate may be different and are based on the rate which CCC
borrows from the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement and the
remaining final disbursement. The partial disbursement will be
available after aportion of the construction has been compl eted.
Thefinal fund disbursement will be made when all constructionis
completed. The maximum amount of the partia disbursement will
be 50 percent of the projected and approved total |oan amount, not
to exceed $250,000.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office
that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL must be approved be-
fore any site preparation or construction can begin.

The following commoditiesin Ohio are eligible for FSFL:

= Corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley or minor
oilseeds harvested aswhole grain;

= Corn, grain sorghum, whest, oats or barley harvested as other-
than-whole grain;

Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry peas;

Hay;

Renewabl e biomass; and

Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage facilities

For more information about the FSFL program, contact your local
FSA office or visit the FSA Price Support website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov.

.Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of socially disad-
vantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to €li-
gible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA de-
fines a beginning farmer as a person who:

= Hasoperated afarm for not more that 10 years

= Will materially and substantially participate in the operation
of thefarm

= Agreesto participate in aloan assessment, borrower training
and financial management program sponsored by FSA

= Doesnot own afarmin excess of 30 percent of the county’s
average size.

Each member of an entity must meet the digibility re-
quirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed.

Additional program information, loan applications, and
other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Farm Reconstitutions

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner
and the same operator are grouped under one farm seria
number. When changesin ownership or operation take
place, afarm recongtitution is necessary.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining
or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming op-
eration. Remember, to be effective for the current year, re-
cons must be requested by August 2 for farms enrolled in
specific programs.

Thefollowing are the different methods used when doing a

farm recon:

= Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments
and quotas for a parent farm among heirsin settling an
estate;

= Designation of Landowner Method — may be used
when (1) part of afarmis sold or ownership istrans-
ferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more per-
sons; (3) farm ownership istransferred to two or more
persons; (4) part of atract is sold or ownership istrans-
ferred; (5) atract is sold to two or more persons; or (6)
tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons.
In order to use this method the land sold must have
been owned for at least three years, or awaiver
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding;

= DCP Cropland Method — the division of basesin
the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each re-
sulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent
tract;

= Default Method — the division of bases for a parent
farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to
the tract level when the reconstitution isinitiated in the
system.

Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must
be requested by August 2 for farms enrolled in specific pro-
grams.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

Special Accommodations Juvs |Independence Day Holiday. FSA
Y Offices Closed.

SpeCIaI accommodations will be made upon rmueﬁ forin- Final certification date for all crops
dividuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing July 15 :
SV . . D except small grains.
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals Final date to request farm_reconsii-
should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by Aug. 2 : eques
phone. tution for current  fisca year.

' Last day to file County Committee

Aug. 2 Y
Nomination forms.
PP Sept. 6 | Cjocad.

After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for Deadline to obtain 2011 NAP cover-
USDA services or application, you will be sent aletter in- Sept. 30 | age for Winter Wheat, Rye, Barley
forming you of the decision and options your can pursueif and Speltz.
you disagree. Continues | Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.
Generally, program participants have three choices— an Continues Cr%ntrlgrtrj]ous Conservation Reserve
informal review with the original agency decision-maker, program.
an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal to the . , _

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While al qualified producers are eigible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding
for members of Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gend-
er prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socialy disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.

If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify as socially disadvantaged, they should contact
their local FSA office for details. FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility
requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere

Maintaining Stored Grain Quality

With the high temperatures this summer, producers are reminded to keep an eye on the condition and quality of the
stored grain. Remember to contact your local FSA office if you notice changes in the condition and quality of the
stored grain.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, reli-
gion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is de-
rived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’'s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

