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USDA To Issue Annual Program Payments

Fina DCP and ACRE payments for 2010 participants will be issued beginning October 12, 2010.
Producers who received an advance payment will be paid the balance they are due. Those who did not
take an advance will be receiving their full payment amount. These payments will be deposited directly
into personal bank accounts, unless you have not provided FSA with a Direct Deposit form, then the
payment would be issued by check. ACRE revenue payments are scheduled to be made at alater time.
CRP annual rental payments will be issued beginning Oct. 4™,

If there are any unearned payments, Commodity Credit Corporation will automatically subtract those
amounts from the final Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payments you are about to receive.

For more information on CRP, DCP or ACRE, producers should contact their local FSA office or visit

FSA's Website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Financial Services Website

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) Financia
Services website allows producers to generate
reports that show both current and historical
financia information.

Registered producers may view summary and
detail information about specific payments,
collections, outstanding debt (excluding loans)
and CCC-1099-G. Registered producers may
enter their own information to assign a payment
to athird party, request that a payment be made
jointly to the producer and a third party, or route
their program payments to their account at a
financial ingtitution.

Currently, individual producers who have
Internet access and have registered for e-
authentication Level 2 may use the FSA
Financial Inquiries website. Producers may sign-
up for an e-authentication Level 2 Account on
the www.eauth.egov.usda.gov website.

Below are the steps needed to obtain an e-
authentication Level 2 Account.

= ToobtainaLlevel 2 Account you must
complete a customer profile and submit it
online.

= After submitting your customer profile, you
will receive a confirmation email, and you
must respond to it within 7 daysto activate
your account.

»  Then you must complete the “Identity
Proofing” process by visiting alocal USDA
Service Center and present a photo ID, such as
your Driver's License.

The Financial Management Information webpage
is http://www.fsa.usda.gov/fmi .

FSA Conservation Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes and
guarantees conservation loans on farmsto help
conserve our natural resources. The Conservation
Loan (CL) Program provides farmers with the
credit necessary to implement conservation
measures on their land.

Thedirect CLsloan limit is up to $300,000 and
guaranteed CLs up to $1,119,000 (amount adjusted
for inflation), may be available by applying with
lenders working with FSA to obtain a guarantee.

Applicants will work with Natural Resources and
Conservation Service (NRCS) Staff to develop a
conservation plan. Conservation practices must be
approved by NRCS before FSA can provide
financing. Examples of conservation practices
include installation of conservation structures,
establishment of forest cover; installation of water
conservation measures; establishment or
improvement of permanent pastures; transitioning
to organic production; manure management,
including manure digestion systems; etc.
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For more information on the Conservation Loan
program, contact your local FSA office to setup an
appointment with aLoan Approval Officia. Or visit
the Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh and
select the “ County Offices’ link to locate the nearest
FSA office.

Paper Check Conversion (PCC)
Paper Check Conversion — Over
the Counter (PCC —-OTC)

Over the next year, FSA/CCC is moving toward an
electronic method for processing producers checks.
Thiswill alow FSA/CCC to process collections
faster. When producers present checks, either in
person or through the mail, the checks will be
converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).
The funds will be debited from the producer’s
account, usually within 24 hours of receipt. Please
seethe U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices
posted in the Service Center or visit the following
U.S. Department of Treasury Internet site for
detailed information:
https:.//www.pccotc.gov/pccotc/pec/usingpec/L ega
1% 20Notices/legalnotices.htm

Note: FSA/CCC will begin this processin the
coming months.

What isPCC - OTC?

PCC - OTC isaprocessfor converting paper checks
presented to FSA into electronic debitsto the
producer’ s bank account. It presents many benefits,
such as reducing lost/misplaced checks and paper
handling. Thisimproves customer relations, speeds
the check clearing process, and reduces the potential
for human error.

How will my checks be handled?

If the check is presented in person, the check will be
scanned into the system, voided, and stamped with
the words, “Electronically Processed” or
“Electronically Presented” and the voided check will
be returned to the customer.

If the check is mailed to FSA, the check will be
scanned into the system and voided. The customer
will not receive the check back from FSA. FSA will
hold checks for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that
the item was successfully processed, and then FSA
will shred the check.

How quickly will funds betransferred from my
account?

Thetransfer of funds from your account could occur
within 24 hours. Therefore, you should be sure that

you have sufficient funds in your account to process
the transaction. If you do not have sufficient funds, we
may initiate the transaction again.

How will thistransaction appear on my account
statement?

Thetransfer of funds will be reflected on your account
statement. The transaction may be recorded in a
different place on your statement than where your
checks normally appear, such as under “other
withdrawals’ or “other transactions’.

What aremy rightsif thereisa problem with the
transaction?

Y ou have protections under Federal law for an
unauthorized electronic fund transfer from your
account. Y ou should contact your financial institution
immediately if you believe that the transaction
reported on your account statement was not properly
authorized or is otherwise incorrect.

County Committee Elections

Be watching your mailbox for your officia county
office committee election ballot starting early next
month. Ballots will be mailed to all eigible voters
starting on November 5, 2010. If, for some reason, you
don't receive aballot, feel free to notify the county
FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots will be due back in the
county office by the close of business on December 6,
2010.

Acreage Spot Check Determinations
and Notification

Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot
checks of acreage reports. Acreage reports are an
integral part of farm program participation. Acreage
spot checks are completed to ensure accurate acreage
reports are used in farm program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected number of
farmsin each state. All acreage determinations will be
completed using the FSA Geographic Information
System official acreages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined
Acreage will be sent to the farm operator. Producer
notifications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are
completed. Questions concerning determined acres
should be directed to your local FSA office for further
explanation.
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TTPP Sign-Up Deadline for 2011
Payments

Tobacco quota holders and producers not currently
enrolled in the Tobacco Transition Payment
Program (TTPP) have until close of business on
Nov. 1, 2010, to sign up in order to receive a 2011
TTPP payment.

The TTPP, aso known as the “tobacco buy-out,”
provides approximately $10 billion in 10 annual
payments to eligible tobacco quota holders and
producers from 2005-2014. Enrollment for TTPP
must be completed at the Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county office where the contract holder’s or
producer’ s farm records are maintained.

TTPP contract holders also are reminded that they
have until Nov. 1, 2010, to sell their remaining
four annual payments to a successor in order to
receive alump-sum payment. Certain
requirements must be met to qualify for lump-sum
payments. More information on lump-sum
payments is available online at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tobacco or by calling the
national FSA office at 202-720-7901. Contract
holders that do not complete this process by Nov.
1, 2010, can arrange for the sale of their remaining
three payments beginning Jan. 18, 2011. Tobacco
guota holders and producers aready enrolled in
TTPP do not have to do anything elseto receive
the 2011 payment; however, tobacco quota holders
and producers are reminded to contact the FSA
county office where their farm records are
maintained to report any updates related to their
mailing address or the banking information on file.
Failure to do so will result in non-payment of the
2011 TTPP payment.

For more information about the TTPP, visit the
FSA website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tobacco .

Selected Interest Ratesfor
October 2010

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating - Direct 2.125%
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.375%
Limited Resource 5.000%
Farr_n anershl p Loans — 1.500%
Beginning Farmer Down Payment

Emergency 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year |2.125%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year | 2.625%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year | 2.875%
Sugar Storage Facility 3.125
Commodity L oans 1996-Present 1.250

USDA Designates 41 Ohio Counties
As Primary Natural Disaster Areas
Decision Allows Farmers to Apply for
USDA Assistance

The U.S. Department of Agriculture designated forty-
one Ohio counties as primary agricultural natural
disaster areas, making certain farmers and other
agricultural producersin the counties eligible for low-
interest emergency loans from USDA's Farm Service
Agency (FSA).

The following counties were designated as primary
natural disaster areas, due to combined effects of varying
periods of excessive rain, flooding, flash flooding, high
winds, hail, tornadoes, drought, freeze and frost that
occurred from April 1, 2010 through August 3, 2010.
Those counties are:

Adams Geauga Lorain Paulding Van Wert
Ashtabula Guernsey Lucas Perry Vinton
Athens Hancock  Medina Pike Washington
Auglaize  Henry Mercer Putnam Wood
Brown Hocking  Miami Scioto Wyandot
Clermont  Jackson Morgan Seneca

Crawford Lake Muskingum  Shelby

Fairfield Lawrence Noble Trumbull

Galia Licking Ottawa Union

Counties digible because they are contiguous to those
listed above are:

Allen Darke Harrison Meigs Sandusky
Ashland Defiance Highland  Monroe Summit
Belmont Delaware  Huron Montgomery  Tuscarawas
Champaign  Erie Knox Morrow Warren
Clark Franklin Logan Pickaway Wayne
Clinton Fulton Madison Portage Williams
Coshocton  Hamilton ~ Mahoning Richland

Cuyahoga Hardin Marion Ross

All counties listed above were designated natural
disaster areas Sept. 29, 2010, making all qualified farm
operatorsin the designated areas eligible for low interest
emergency (EM) loans from USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA), provided digibility requirements are
met. Farmers in eligible counties have eight months
from the date of the declaration to apply for loansto help
cover part of their actual losses. FSA will consider each
loan application on its own merits, taking into account
the extent of losses, security available and repayment
ability. FSA has avariety of programs, in addition to the
EM loan program, to help digible farmers recover from
adversity.
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USDA aso has made other programs available to assist farmers, Datesto Remember

including the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), which

was approved as part of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008; Oct. 11 Columbus Day Holiday. FSA
the Emergency Conservation Program; Federal Crop Insurance; and the ' Offices Closed.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. Nov. 5 County committee ballots
. ' mailed to voters.
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Veterans Day Holiday. FSA
Nov. 11 ) '
FSA has funding to assist beginning farmers and or members of sociall Offices Closed.
und Inni \aty Last day to apply for coverage
disadvantaged groups to finance agricultura enterprises. Under these for aspa)r/agugp g u):eberries «
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible caneberries c’herries ches’tnuts
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA definesa Nov. 20 forage for Hay and pésture ’
beginning farmer as a person who: grapes, nectarines peacheé
pears, plums, strawberries,
= Hasoperated afarm for not more that 10 years, honey and maple syrup.
= Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the Thanksgiving Day Holiday
farm: Nov. 25 . :
’ - . - FSA Offices Closed.
= Agreesto participate in aloan assessment, borrower training and Last day to return voted
financial management program sponsored by FSA; . Dec. 6 Ballots in county committee
= Doesnot own afarmin excess of 30 percent of the county’s median dlection
farm size; and — .
= Also, the applicant must meet the loan eligibility requirements of the Dec. 24 g?{:isnacﬁ (I)Dsaeyd Holiday. FSA
program to which he/she is applying. Farm Storage F.aci lity Loan
Note: All applicants for direct farm ownership loans must have Continues | Program.
participated in business operation of afarm for at least three years. . Continuous Conservation
. o Continues Reserve program.
To find out more about loans for Beginning Farmer and Ranchers and

more basic qualifications required, contact your local FSA county office to
setup an appointment with aloan approval official. Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.” 4
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