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A Jefferson/Harrison County

County Committee Elections

Ballots will be mailed out to eligible voters on No-
vember 6, 2009. Voters have until December 7,
2009 to return their properly completed ballots to
the county office. Elected committee members
and alternates take office on January 1, 2010.
This year’s election involves LAA 4 (Monroe,
North, Franklin, Stock and Nottingham Town-
ships in Harrison County).

The nominees are incumbent Mitch Edie and San-
dra Valdinger.

Mitch and his wife Darla live and farm in Monroe
Township. Mitch’s farming interests include a
commercial cow/calf herd and 900 acres of hay
and pasture. Mitch has been an active participant
in FSA and NRCS programs and has served on
the County Committee for the last 3 years.

Sandy and her husband Jerry live and farm in
North Township. Sandy has been involved with
the Harrison County Dairy Association, Harrison
County Farm Bureau, Hanover Methodist Church
and Harrison County 4-H. Sandy has also served
as the Minority Advisor for the Jefferson/Harrison
County Committee in previous years.

Both candidates would be welcome additions to
the Jefferson/Harrison County Committee. How-
ever, you can only vote for one.

2010 NAP Coverage Deadline

November 20™ is the last day for producers to

apply for Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance

Program (NAP) coverage and pay the service fee
at the county office. The application and service fee
must be filed by Nov. 20™ the deadline date for
2010 fruit, honey, maple sap and forage for hay and
pasture.

The service fee is $250 per crop, per county or
$750 per producer, per county. The fee cannot ex-
ceed a total of $1875 per producer with farming
interest in multiple counties.

To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant
or sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing
an eligible crop.

Changing Financial Institutions

All Farm Service Agency payments are made
electronically using Direct Deposit or checks is-
sued by the US Treasury. This method has cut
down on the number of missing and late pay-
ments.

To keep the system running smoothly, it is criti-
cal to keep the county office staff up to date on
changes concerning your financial institution. If
you have changed accounts or banks, or if your
bank has been bought out or merged with an-
other bank, the direct deposit of your FSA pay-
ments could be affected. Please inform the FSA
county office of any changes so we can insure
continued, uninterrupted service

Conservation Compliance

All participants in USDA programs are required to
have a conservation system in place or actively ap-
plying a conservation system on all the highly erod-
ible land (HEL) that they operate. Several areas
where problems can arise with complying with a
conservation system are; renting new cropland, pur-
chasing new land, breaking out additional cropland,
planting different crops such as soybeans and chang-
ing or removing existing conservation practices.

It is very important that you contact the FSA office
before doing any of the above. Also, it is very im-
portant that you contact our office before modify-
ing - tiling, draining, dredging, filling, or leveling -
any wetland or drainage ditch. Failure to obtain ad-
vance approval for any of these situations can result
in loss of all Federal payments and eligibility.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Producers with land enrolled in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program or land left idle for pay-
ment under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical
Program are reminded that noxious weeds
such as Canada Thistle and Johnson Grass
must be controlled. Failure to control weeds
will result in maintenance penalties and possi-
ble contract termination.

REMINDER FOR 2009 LDP’s ON
WOOL,MOHAIR

Producers with a signed 2009 CCC-633EZ can ap-
ply for a Loan Deficiency Payment( LDP) until
Jan.31, 2010 on their 2009 crop wool, mohair, or
unshorn lambs. Please prepare to provide production
evidence for unshorn lambs sold, number of sheep
shorn and/or weight slips with your name and date.
Wool destroyed is ineligible.
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Before Harvest

If you have grain left over from last year, you may want to request
a measurement service to determine quantity before you put the
new grain in on the old grain. This may alleviate any questions
later when you apply for an LDP or if you elect to take out a mar-
keting loan. Measurement Service is a great way to establish
evidence of production for the ACRE program.

Don’t forget about beneficial interest. Beneficial interest is the
driving force in determining the eligibility of your crop for LDP
and other price support benefits. Basically, as long as you main-
tain beneficial interest in the crop (title, control, and risk of loss)
the crop remains eligible. As soon as you transfer ownership, take
an advance payment for the commodity, or commingle your grain
with other producers at an unapproved facility it is no longer eligi-
ble for benefits.

Final DCP Payments for 2009

Producers enrolled in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Pay-
ment program can expect their final direct payment to be
made in October.

Producers who did not elect to receive a 22% advance pay-
ment will receive the entire amount for the year in one lump
sum in October.

2010 DCP/ACRE ENROLLMENT

Contracts for 2010 DCP/ACRE can now be printed. Please
stop by or give us a call if you would like to get an early start
on sign-up. Producers will also have to sign new Adjusted
Gross Income Statements.

FSA Spot-Checks

All member information (CCC-901) and payment eligi-
bility (CCC-902) are subject to spot-check through our
end-of-year review process. If selected for a spot-check,
producers will be asked to submit proof of their contri-
bution to the operation such as seed, fertilizer and
chemical bills, land lease agreements, land contracts or
property tax payments, equipment lists, cancelled checks
for paid labor or hired management and any other items
the FSA County Committee determine are necessary.

The producer is required to provide these items for the
spot-check so the FSA County Committee can make a
determination that the farming operation is actually be-
ing performed as was stated on the applicable CCC-901
or CCC-902 that was originally completed.

SURE: Supplemental Revenue Program

Provides for assistance for crop production and/or
quality losses due to natural disasters for crop
years 2008 through September 30, 2011, up to
$100,000 annually. How do you qualify?

e Required to purchase crop insurance and/or
NAP coverage for all crops on all farms in all
counties.

Secretarial designated disaster
Must have suffered a 50% loss in production

Look for information on signup coming soon.
County office personnel are currently being trained
on this extensive program.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
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