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January 2010 
Harrison/Jefferson County News  

Hopedale USDA  
Service Center 
 
Harrison/Jefferson FSA 
102 Firehouse Lane 
Hopedale, OH  43976 
740-937-2090 (phone) 
740-927-2507 (fax) 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh  
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Rick Moore, Chairman 
Tom McConnell, VC 
Sandy Valdinger 
Carl Kithcart 
Bill Birney 
Sherry Finney, Advisor 
 
County Committee 
meets  
The fist Wednesday of 
every month, 9:00 am 
 
 
Staff 
Rob Whinnery, CED 
Margaret Best, PT 
Amie Cline, PT 
Theresa Carducci, 
Temp 
 

County Committee Election  
Results 
 
Congratulations to Sandy Valdinger! Sandy  was  
elected to represent farmers from Jefferson and 
Harrison Counties on the county committee. The 
election results for Local Administrative Area 4 
are: 

Sandy Valdinger—COC Member 

Mitch Edie—1st alternate 

John Dewell-2nd Alternate 

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the 
time to complete the election ballot. The county 
committee system works only because of your 
participation. 

USDA Announces SURE Sign-Up 

The 2008 Farm Bill amended the Trade Act of 
1974 to create the Supplemental Revenue assis-
tance program (SURE).  The SURE program pro-
vides benefits for farm revenue losses due to 
natural disaster that occur in the crop years 2008 
through Sept. 30, 2011. 

To be eligible for SURE payments, a producer is 
required to obtain crop insurance on all crops in 
all counties or, if crop insurance is not available, 
to participate in the the Non-insured Assistance 
Program (NAP).  However, crop insurance is not 
required for crops that are not of economic sig-
nificance or those where the administrative fee 
required to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10 per-
cent of the value of the coverage. 

To trigger a SURE payment, participants must 
have at least one crop of economic significance 
suffer a 10% production loss by comparing the 
actual production on the SURE farm to that crop, 
and have either of the following: 

 

• A portion of the SURE farm located in a natural 
disaster county designated by the Secretary, in-
cluding contiguous counties; or 

• An overall loss greater than 50 percent of the ac-
tual production on the farm compared to the ex-
pected revenue for the farm for that crop year. 

SURE sign up began January 4, 2010. There is no 
deadline, yet. 

County Committee Minority Advisor 

FSA COC Advisors are a valued voice for under-
represented groups and socially disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers. 

Eligibility requirements for COC Advisor nominees: 

• Be actively participating in farming or ranching in 
the county or area; 

• Be willing and available to serve as an advisor, if 
appointed; and 

• Indicate in writing their willingness to serve. 

Interested individuals should submit a written letter 
that outlines their abilities and qualifications to serve, 
postmarked by January 31, 2010. The Harrison/
Jefferson County Committee will review these sub-
missions and recommend a minority advisor to the 
Ohio State FSA Committee. The Ohio State FSA 
Committee will appoint the minority advisor, whose 
term will begin March 1, 2010. County Committee 
advisors serve for a 12 month period not to exceed 9 
consecutive years. 

Interested individuals should mail their letter to the 
Harrison/Jefferson Co. FSA, 102 Firehouse Lane, 
Hopedale, OH  43976. If you have any questions re-
garding this position, please contact Rob Whinnery, 
CED at 740-937-2090 or by e-mail at 
rob.whinnery@oh.usda.gov. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/OH�
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2010 DCP/ACRE Sign-up Ends June 30th 

Although the new year has just begun, it is not too early to sign 
your 2010 DCP/ACRE contracts. You have until June 30 to de-
cide if you are going to enroll  a farm in DCP or ACRE. Please 
call the office at 740-937-2090 to set up an appointment. Dur-
ing your appointment we can accomplish many tasks such as 
DCP/ACRE sign up, get started on crop reporting, and sign any 
other eligibility paperwork that needs to be updated annually. 

Ortho-Imagery Updated to 2009 

All of our maps have been printed using imagery from 2009. In 
some cases, this means that corrections may be in order. Perhaps 
your field grew a house? Or your oats field was actually bigger 
than you thought? We now have the ability to see these things that 
need to be changed. If you see something that isn’t quite right, 
please let  us know. It usually only takes a few minutes to perform 
the edit. 

New Form Required by IRS for all Produc-
ers Participating in USDA Programs 

Beginning in January 2010, FSA and NRCS will provide 
producers with consent forms(CCC-927, CCC-928) to 
complete and send to the IRS. The form authorizes the 
IRS to disclose information to USDA for 2009 and 2010 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) compliance purposes. 

After June 15, 2010, a reconciliation process will be initi-
ated to identify producers that did not file a consent form 
with the IRS. 

Producers who fail to respond to written notices of AGI 
non-compliance or determined non-compliant will be noti-
fied of the requirement to refund applicable payments. 

Bank Account Changes 

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically 
transferred into your bank account. In order for timely payments 
to be made, producers need to notify the FSA County office staff 
if your account has been changed or if another financial institution 
purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office 
is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers. 

Spousal Signatures 

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other 
for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) programs in 
which either has an interest. In most cases, this option is automati-
cally available unless a written request for exclusion is made to 
the county office staff by either spouse. 

Power of Attorney 

We have a power of attorney form available for those 
who find it difficult to visit the county office personally 
because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., that 
enables you to designate another person to conduct your 
business at the office. This can be done by completing 
an FSA-211, Power of Attorney.  The form is available 
at your local USDA Service Center or online at: http://
forms.sc.egov.usda.gov. 

Forms obtained and completed outside the USDA Ser-
vice Centers offices must be notarized.  To find out 
more, call the office at 740-937-2090 or Visit our web-
site at: 

 

NAP Coverage Deadline 

March 15th is the last day for producers to apply for 
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage using Form CCC-471, Application for Cover-
age, and pay the service fee at the county office. The 
application and service fee must be filed by March 15th, 
the deadline date for 2010 spring planted crops which 
include: forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, soybeans, sun-
flowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for 
food. 

The service fee is $250 per crop per county or $750 per 
producer per county.  Limited resource producers may 
request a waiver of service fees. 

To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant or 
sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing an eli-
gible crop. 
 
Controlled Substance 
 
Any person who is convicted under federal law of plant-
ing, producing, cultivating, harvesting, growing, or stor-
ing a controlled substance will be ineligible to partici-
pate and receive payments under USDA programs.  
Marijuana, opium poppies, and other drug producing 
plants are controlled substances. 

Special Accommodations  

Special accommodations will be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, vision or hearing impair-
ment. If accommodations are required, individuals 
should contact the local Farm Service Agency office. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/�
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/�
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/�
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/�
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LDP Deadline on Unshorn Wool, Mohair, 
and Lamb Pelts 
 
Eligible producers have until February 1, 2010, to apply 
for LDP’s for wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts produced 
during the 2009 crop year. 
 
Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the 
pelts, owned the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before 
the date of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for imme-
diate slaughter.  Producers must also comply with wet-
land conservation and highly erodible land conservation 
provisions on all land they operate or have interest in. 
 
To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced 
by an eligible producer from live, unshorn lambs or do-
mestic origin in the United States. 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
 
Changes to the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
(FSFL) will allow producers of eligible commodities to 
obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm 
storage and handling facilities. 
 
The following commodities in Ohio are eligible for 
FSFL: 
• Corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley or 

minor oilseeds harvested as whole-grain; 
• Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats, barley harvested as 

other-than-whole grain; 
• Hay 
• Renewable biomass; and  
• Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables—cold storage 

facilities 
For more information about the FSFL program, contact 
your local FSA office or visit the Price Support website 
at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
Appeal Process 
   After an FSA official makes a decision on your request 
for USDA services or application, you will be sent a let-
ter informing you of the decision and options you can 
pursue if you disagree. 
   Generally, program participants have  three choices– an 
informal review with the original agency decision-maker, 
an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal to the 
next level of authority within the agency. 
 
 
 
 

Youth Project Loans  

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to 
establish and operate income-producing projects in connec-
tion with 4-H clubs, FFA and other youth organizations. 
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the 
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the 
loan and provide the youth with practical business and edu-
cational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000. 

 

USDA Rural Development Finances Grain 
Dryer Upgrades 

In 2009, Ohio farming operations shared $510,965 in grants 
from Rural Development’s Rural Energy for America Pro-
gram to assist in the replacement of outdated and inefficient 
grain dryer facilities.  Loan guarantees were also used to 
improve the planned financing of these high efficiency 
grain dryers. The farmers receiving the grants and loan 
guarantees were able to improve the profitability  of their 
farms through these grain dryer improvements.  Farmers 
and small rural  businesses can also use the program’s en-
ergy efficiency option to fund installation of more efficient 
lighting, heating/cooling applications, refrigeration, gas 
boilers and electric motors. Renewable energy projects in-
cluding wind turbines, anaerobic digestion, biomass fire 
boilers and solar projects can also be funded through this 
program. 

If you are a farmer or small business owner in a rural area 
and have questions about installing a renewable energy sys-
tem or incorporating energy efficiency improvements in 
your operation, please contact Randy Monhemius at 614-
255-2424 or email at randy.monhemius@oh.usda.gov. 

Foreign Buyers Notification 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 
(AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. 
The Farm Service Agency administers this program for 
USDA. 

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural 
land in the country are required to report the transactions to 
FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the 
AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 per-
cent of the fair market value of the property. County gov-
ernment offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign inves-
tors of these reporting requirements. 
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Harrison/Jefferson County FSA 
102 Firehouse Lane 
Hopedale, OH  43976 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

   
Payment Eligibility Changes for 2010 

 
Exception for contributions of Members of Legal Entities: 
 
All partners, stockholders, or members with an ownership interest in the 
legal entity must make contributions of active personal and or active per-
sonal management to the farming operation that meet all of the following: 
• Performed on a regular basis 
• Identifiable and documentable 
Separate and distinct from contributions of any other partner, stock-
holder, or member. 
A payment reduction will be applied to the payment entity if any of the 
partners, stockholders, or members, fail to meet this requirement. 
 
Effective for 2010, an exception may apply if: 
• At least 50 percent of the interest is held by members that are provid-
ing active personal labor or active personal management; and 
The members are collectively receiving, directly or indirectly, total pay-
ments that are less than or equal to 1 limitation. 
 
Also effective for 2010 a change to the effective date for determining a 
minor child for direct attribution for payment limitations has been 
changed from April 1 of the current crop, program, or FY to June 1 of the 
current crop, program, or FY.  

Dates to Remember 

Jan. 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
FSA Offices Closed. 

Feb. 1 
Deadline on 2009 LDP’s for 
wool, mohair and unshorn 
lamb pelts. 

Feb. 15 President’s Day. FSA offices 
are closed. 

Mar. 15 
Deadline to obtain 2010 NAP 
coverage on spring planted 
crops. 

Mar. 31 
Final Availability for 2009 
crop wheat, barley, oats, 
honey loans and LDP's. 

Continuous Continuous Conservation Re-
serve Program. 

Conservation Compliance 

All participants in USDA programs are required 
to have a conservation system in place on all the 
highly erodible land (HEL) that they oper-
ate. Several areas where problems can arise with 
complying with a conservation system are; rent-
ing new cropland, purchasing new land, break-
ing out additional cropland, planting different 
crops such as soybeans, and changing or remov-
ing existing conservation practices. 
It is very important that you contact the FSA 
office before doing any of the above. 
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