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SURE Sign-Up

The 2008 Farm Bill amended the Trade Act of
1974 to create the Supplemental Revenue
assistance program (SURE). The SURE pro-
gram provides benefits for farm revenue
losses due to natural disaster that occur in
the crop years 2008 through Sept. 30, 2011.

To be eligible for SURE payments, a pro-
ducer is required to obtain crop insurance on
all crops in all counties or, if crop insurance is
not available, to participate in the Non-
insured Assistance Program (NAP). How-
ever, crop insurance is not required for crops
that are not of economic significance or those
where the administrative fee required to buy
NAP coverage exceeds 10 percent of the
value of the coverage.

To trigger a SURE payment, participants
must have at least one crop of economic sig-
nificance suffer a 10% production loss by
comparing the actual production on the
SURE farm to that crop, and have either of
the following:

e A portion of the SURE farm located in a
natural disaster county designated by the
Secretary, including contiguous counties;
or

e An overall loss greater than 50 percent of
the actual production on the farm com-
pared to the expected revenue for the
farm for that crop year.

Reporting Crop Acreage

Please remember that filing an accurate acreage
report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planting acreage, can pre-
vent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of
the disaster event and before disposition of the
crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later
than 15 days after the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs. For crops other than Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
crops, acreage reports are to be certified by the
June 30 deadline on small grains and a July 15
deadline on all other crops. NAP crops must be
reported 15 days prior to the onset of harvest-
ing or grazing.

2010 FSA County Committee Elections

The Harrison/Jefferson County Farm Service
Agency is looking for individuals interested in
serving on the County Committee. This year LAA
1 & LAA 3 will be having an election. LAA 1 is
comprised of the following townships: Brush
Creek, Saline, Springfield, Ross, Knox and Sa-
lem. LAA 3 consists of Washington, Freeport,
Moorefield, Athens and Short Creek townships.
Any eligible person residing in one of these town-
ships who is interested in running for County
Committee, or would like to nominate an individ-
ual to run for County Committee, must complete
a nomination form. The Nomination form for
County FSA Committee Election (FSA-669A) is
available at the Jefferson/Harrison County FSA
office. You may also go online and download the
form from our Ohio FSA website at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. The form is located
under the "I Want To" section.

Members of socially disadvantaged groups (a
group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of
their identity as members of a group without re-
gard to their individual qualities) are strongly en-
couraged to complete the Nomination Form for
County FSA Committee Election (FSA-669A) and
nominate themselves or another eligible candi-
date.

Committee members make decisions on applica-
tions for federal farm program and disaster pay-
ments. Committee members play a vital role by
helping local farmers manage tough financial
times and natural disasters. County committee
members make many other important decisions
that affect local farmers such as whether haying
and grazing should be allowed on Conservation
Reserve Program land.

For more information regarding the County Com-
mittee Elections, talk to Rob Whinnery, County
Executive Director at 1-888-638-4702 or stop in
the office located at 102 Firehouse Lane, Hope-
dale, for details on the types of decisions county
committee members make. Or visit the County
Committee Elections website to learn more about
the County Committee Election process and read
over the fact sheets at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
FSA/webapp?
area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.
Nominations will be accepted until August 2,
2010. Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters No-
vember 5™ and must be returned by December 6,
2010. The elected Committee Member and Alter-
nates will take office January 1, 2011.
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County Committee Advisor Appointed

Sherry Finney of Rayland was appointed as advi-
sor to represent farmers on the Jefferson/Harrison
county committee. Sherry was appointed to her
third consecutive term which began on March 1,
2010.

Advisors play an important role by providing di-
verse viewpoints and by representing the interests
of minorities and women in decisions made by
county committees.

2009 Crop Production Records Needed

If you purchased NAP coverage or you have en-
rolled in the ACRE program, you must submit your
2009 production records.

Examples of records:

« Receipts signed and dated by buyer

e Settlement sheets

o Contemporaneous measurements

e Scale tickets

e Contemporaneous diaries for fed or disposed of
production

2010 DCP/ACRE Sign-up Ends June 1,
2010

All the necessary paperwork was mailed to eligible pro-
ducers in February and March in an effort to get this
done before spring fieldwork. If you have not returned
the completed paperwork by now, you are encouraged to
do so soon! June 1 will be here before we know it. Think
you might have misplaced it? No problem, please call
888-638-4702 and we’ll send it again.

There are no late-file provisions for this program. This
means that if you are not enrolled by June 1, you will not
get your payment in October.

New Form Required by IRS for all
Producers Participating in USDA
Programs

Beginning in January 2010, FSA and NRCS will
provide producers with consent forms(CCC-927,
CCC-928) to complete and send to the IRS. The
form authorizes the IRS to disclose information to
USDA for 2009 and 2010 Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) compliance purposes.

After June 15, 2010, a reconciliation process will
be initiated to identify producers that did not file a
consent form with the IRS.

Producers who fail to respond to written notices of
AGI non-compliance or determined non-compliant
will be notified of the requirement to refund appli-
cable payments.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and

where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of
an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and

TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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