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June/July 2010 
Harrison/Jefferson County News  

Hopedale USDA  
Service Center 
 
Harrison/Jefferson FSA 
102 Firehouse Lane 
Hopedale, OH  43976 
740-937-2090 (phone) 
740-937-2507 (fax) 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh   
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
County Committee 
Rick Moore, Chairman 
Tom McConnell, VC 
Sandy Valdinger 
Carl Kithcart 
Bill Birney 
Sherry Finney, Advisor 
 
County Committee 
meets  
The fist Wednesday of 
every month, 9:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff 
Rob Whinnery, CED 
Margaret Best, PT 
Amie Cline, PT 
Theresa Carducci, 
Temp 

Margaret Best Announces 
Her Retirement from FSA 
Program Technician Margaret Best has 
announced her retirement from the Farm 
Service Agency after 16 years of service. 

Margaret started her service in 1994 with 
the Harrison County Farm Service 
Agency in Cadiz working on Conservation 
programs, Wool, Dairy and Administra-
tive. For 2 years starting in 1998, she split 
her time between 2 offices, Guernsey/ 
Noble and Harrison/Jefferson working on 
Conservation programs, Farm Storage 
Facility Loans, Disaster and Price Sup-
port. Since 2000, Margaret has worked 
full-time in Hopedale at the Harrison/
Jefferson Co. FSA handling the Conser-
vation programs, Farm Storage Facility 
Loans, Wool and Mohair, Dairy, Disaster,          
Commodity loans and NAP.  

Margaret has enjoyed working with our 
farmers and will miss that most. The 
County Committee and  co-workers       
appreciate Margaret’s dedication and 
hard work all these years  and wish her 
the very best. 

Margaret is looking forward to spending 
time with family, traveling and pursuing 
her interest in painting. 

Margaret’s last day at the office is July 16, 
2010, so be sure to stop in, give her a call 
or drop her a line to wish her well on her 
new adventures.   

 

Final Acreage Reporting Dates 
Quickly Approaching  
 
The Harrison/Jefferson County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), would like to remind producers of 
the acreage reporting requirements that must be 
met prior to receiving program benefits.  If pro-
ducers miss the acreage reporting deadline dates, 
a late filing fee will be charged. 

 

Producers are required to file an FSA-578, Report 
of Acreage, certification for the farm by the June 
30 deadline for small grains and by July 15 for 
all other crops except small grains.  To be con-
sidered timely, acreage reports on crops are due in 
the county office by the earlier of June 30 for 
small grains and July 15 for all other crops, or 15 
calendar days before the onset of harvest or graz-
ing of the specific crop acreage being reported. 

 

It is also very important that producers report crop 
losses, including those insured under Federal 
Crop Insurance (FCIC) and Non-insured Assis-
tance Program (NAP) within 15 days of the date 
damage occurred or 15 days from the date dam-
age is apparent.  Losses and or damages to crops 
must be reported after each disaster occurrence 
and in a timely manner to insure continued eligi-
bility for benefits. 

 

Producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA 
county office to file the required FSA-578 certifi-
cation report before the deadline dates expire.  
Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and 
land uses, including failed acreage and prevented 
planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits 
for a variety of programs.  

               
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 
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April MILC Payments for Dairy Producers 
 
Producers participating in USDA's Milk Income Loss Contract 
(MILC) program will receive payments for the month of April.  
USDA makes MILC payments on a monthly basis when the 
Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per hundred-
weight as adjusted for feed costs. 

 

The MILC payment trigger price of $16.94 is adjusted upward 
when the National Average Dairy Feed Ration Cost for a 
month is greater than $7.35 per cwt. USDA's National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service recently released the data for determin-
ing the Average Dairy Feed Ration Cost for the month of April 
on May 28, 2010.  Using this information, the MILC payment 
trigger for the month of April has been adjusted to $16.94, for 
a final MILC payment rate of $0.2115000. 

 

For more information about the MILC program, please visit 
your local FSA office or go online to: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
FSA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 FSA County Committee Elections 
The Harrison/Jefferson County Farm Service 
Agency is looking for individuals interested in serv-
ing on the  County Committee. This year LAA 1 & 
LAA 3 will be having an election. LAA 1 is com-
prised of the following townships: Brush Creek, Sa-
line, Springfield, Ross, Knox and Salem. LAA 3 
consists of  Washington, Freeport, Moorefield, Ath-
ens and Short Creek townships.  Any eligible per-
son residing in one of these townships who is inter-
ested in running for County Committee, or would 
like to nominate an individual to run for County 
Committee, must complete a nomination form.  The 
Nomination form for County FSA Committee Elec-
tion (FSA-669A) is available at the Jefferson/
Harrison County FSA office. You may also go 
online and download the form from our Ohio FSA 
website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh .  The form is lo-
cated under the "I Want To" section. 
Members of socially disadvantaged groups (a 
group whose members have been subjected to ra-
cial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their 
identity as members of a group without regard to 
their individual qualities) are strongly encouraged to 
complete the Nomination Form for County FSA 
Committee Election (FSA-669A) and nominate 
themselves or another eligible candidate. 
Nominations will be accepted until August 2, 
2010.  Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters No-
vember 5th and must be returned by December 6, 
2010. The elected Committee Member and Alter-
nates will take office January 1, 2011. 

Harrison/Jefferson County FSA 
102 Firehouse Lane 
Hopedale, OH  43976 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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