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FSA ANNOUNCES THAT JESSICA BIR-
NEY HAS BEEN SELECTED AS PRO-
GRAM TECHNICIAN

Jessie Birney began her duties as Program
Technician on August 16, 2010.

Jessie , her husband Chris, and daughter live
in Cadiz and board and train horses on their
farm in Hopedale.

Jessie’s program areas are Conservation, Dis-
aster, Payment Limitation and Eligibility,
Compliance and Price Support.

If you happen to call or stop by, please wel-
come Jessie aboard.

Before Harvest

If you have grain left over from last year, you may
want to request a measurement service to determine
quantity before you put the new grain in on the old
grain. This may alleviate any questions later when you
apply for an LDP or if you elect to take out a marketing
loan. Measurement Service is a great way to establish
evidence of production for the ACRE program.

Don’t forget about beneficial interest. Beneficial
interest is the driving force in determining the eligibil-
ity of your crop for LDP and other price support bene-
fits. Basically, as long as you maintain beneficial inter-
est in the crop (title, control, and risk of loss) the crop
remains eligible. As soon as you transfer ownership,
take an advance payment for the commodity, or com-
mingle your grain with other producers at an unap-
proved facility it is no longer eligible for benefits.

FSA Spot-Checks

All member information (CCC-901) and payment
eligibility (CCC-902) are subject to spot-check
through our end-of-year review process. If se-
lected for a spot-check, producers will be asked to
submit proof of their contribution to the operation
such as seed, fertilizer and chemical bills, land
lease agreements, land contracts or property tax
payments, equipment lists, cancelled checks for
paid labor or hired management and any other
items the FSA County Committee determine are
necessary.

2008 Sure Deadline to Apply for
Payments Announced

Producers have until Thursday, Sept. 30, 2010, to
submit an application for payment under the 2008
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments
(SURE) Program. There are no provisions for
late-file applications. Applications not filed by
COB September 30, 2010, regardless of the reasons
why, will not receive a payment because of lack of
funding. SURE provides financial assistance for
crop production and or quality losses due to a natu-
ral disaster.

“We want producers to be aware of this deadline so
they are certain to visit their FSA county office to
file a 2008 SURE program payment application no
later than September, 30, 2010,” said Maurer. “It is
important to finish the current 2008 SURE program
sign-up because the authority for the Recovery Act
supplement for payment benefits expires at the end
of the current fiscal year and the Department of
Agriculture will then start the 2009 SURE sign-up
application process.”

FSA began accepting and processing 2008 SURE
program applications in January 2010, and the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(Recovery Act) allowed for a one-time increase in
the calculation of 2008 SURE payments that are
filed by Sept. 30, 2010. Producers who do not file
a 2008 SURE program payment application by
Sept. 30, 2010, will not be considered eligible for
2008 SURE program payments.

Producers are encouraged to file an application for
2008 SURE payments regardless of whether they
think they may or may not qualify. Additional in-
formation regarding the SURE program is located
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/sure or producers
can contact their local FSA office.

Maintaining Stored Grain Quality

With the high temperatures this summer, producers
are reminded to keep an eye on the condition and
quality of the stored grain. Remember to contact
your local FSA office if you notice changes in the
condition and quality of the stored grain.
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County Committee Elections

Ballots will be mailed out to eligible voters on November
5,2010. Voters have until December 6, 2010 to return
their properly completed ballots to the county office.
Elected committee members and alternates take office on
January 1, 2011. This year’s election involves LAA 1
(Brush Creek, Saline, Springfield, Salem and Knox Town-
ships in Jefferson County).

The nominees are Brian “Chris” Rudy and Calvin House-
holder.

Also holding an election this year is LAA 3 (Washington,
Freeport, Moorefield, Athens and Short Creek Townships
in Harrison County). The nominee is Richard T. Bardall.

2011 NAP Coverage Deadline

September 30th is the deadline to apply for 2011 Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) cover-
age and pay the service fee at the county office for winter
wheat, barley, rye and speltz.

The application and service fee must be filed by Nov. 20™
for 2011 fruit, honey, maple sap and forage for hay and
pasture.

The service fee is $250 per crop, per county or $750 per
producer, per county. The fee cannot exceed a total of
$1875 per producer with farming interest in multiple coun-
ties.

To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant or
sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing an eligi-
ble crop.

REMINDER FOR 2010 LDP’s ON
WOOL,MOHAIR

Producers with a signed 2010 CCC-633EZ can apply for
a Loan Deficiency Payment( LDP) until Jan.31, 2011 on
their 2010 crop wool, mohair, or unshorn lambs. Please
prepare to provide production evidence for unshorn
lambs sold, number of sheep shorn and/or weight slips
with your name and date. Wool destroyed is ineligible.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Producers with land enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program or land left idle for payment un-
der the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program are
reminded that noxious weeds such as Canada
Thistle and Johnson Grass must be controlled.
Failure to control weeds will result in maintenance
penalties and possible contract termination.

Changing Financial Institutions

All Farm Service Agency payments are made elec-
tronically using Direct Deposit or checks issued by
the US Treasury. This method has cut down on the
number of missing and late payments.

To keep the system running smoothly, it is critical to
keep the county office staff up to date on changes
concerning your financial institution. If you have
changed accounts or banks, or if your bank has
been bought out or merged with another bank, the
direct deposit of your FSA payments could be af-
fected. Please inform the FSA county office of any
changes so we can insure continued, uninterrupted
service .

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider
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