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2009 SURE Sign-up Begins 
January 10, 2011 
 
The sign-up period for the 2009 crop year Sup-
plemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
(SURE) program begins on Jan. 10, 2011. 
SURE is one of five disaster programs included 
in the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 that provides assistance to farmers and 
ranchers who have suffered losses due to natural 
disasters. 
This program provides a tremendous amount of 
assistance to producers who have suffered from 
natural disasters, and is part of the 'safety net' 
designed to assist farmers and ranchers who feed 
America and the world. USDA encourages pro-
ducers who suffered losses during the 2009 crop 
year to visit their local FSA office to learn more 
about the SURE program. 
To be eligible for SURE a farm must have: 
 
• At least a 10 percent production loss on a 

crop of economic significance; 
• A policy or plan of insurance under the Fed-

eral Crop Insurance Act or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
for all economically significant crops; 
 

Been physically located in a county that was 
declared a primary disaster county or contiguous 
county by the Agriculture Secretary under a Sec-
retarial Disaster Designation. Without a Secre-
tarial Disaster Designation, individual producers 
may be eligible if the actual production on the 
farm is less than 50 percent of the normal pro-
duction on the farm due to a natural disaster.  
Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a 
beginning farmer or rancher, or a limited re-
source farmer may be eligible for SURE without 
a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage. 
 
For more information on the 2009 SURE pro-
gram, visit any FSA county office or 
 http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sure. 
 
 

County Committee Election Results 
Congratulations to Brian “Chris” Rudy and Richard T. Bardall who were elected to represent farmers 
from LAA 1 and LAA 3, respectively, on the county committee. The election results are as follows: 
LAA 1 
Brian C. Rudy—Elected to the county committee 
Calvin Householder—1st alternate 
LAA 3 
Richard T. Bardall — Elected to the county committee 
Rick Moore — 1st alternate to COC, write-in candidate 
 
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The county commit-
tee system works only because of your participation. 

 
Financial Inquiries for FSA Pro-
ducers  
January signals the beginning of a new year, and 
a time to gather financial records and start think-
ing about filling out a 1040.  Producers who 
have signed up for a USDA eAuthentication 
Level 2 account will be able to access their farm 
data through Financial Inquires for FSA Produc-
ers. The site is available under Online Services 
on the Ohio FSA webpage at  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh. 
If you need to inquire about a particular elec-
tronic deposit, program payment, debt, or 
1099G – USDA Level 2 customers can go here 
to view financial information.  

Bank Account Changes 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be 
electronically transferred into your bank ac-
count. In order for timely payments to be made, 
producers need to notify the FSA county office 
if your account has been changed or if another 
financial institution purchases your bank. Pay-
ments can be delayed if the FSA office is not 
aware of updates to your account and routing 
numbers. 

Special Accommodations  
Special accommodations will be made upon 
request for individuals with disabilities, vision 
impairment or hearing impairment. If accommo-
dations are required, individuals should contact 
the county FSA office staff directly or by phone. 

NAP Production is Requested 

If you purchased NAP in 2010, it is a program require-
ment that you turn in your production. In order to file a 
claim, you must have reported production every year 
that you purchased coverage. 
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Hopedale USDA  
Service Center 
 
Harrison/Jefferson 
FSA 
102 Firehouse Lane 
Hopedale, OH  
43976 
740-937-2090 
(phone) 
740-937-2507 (fax) 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh   
 
 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
County Committee 
Carl Kithcart,  
Chairman 
Bill Birney, VC 
Sandy Valdinger 
Chris Rudy 
Richard Bardall 
Sherry Finney,  
Advisor 
 
County Committee 
meets the first 
Wednesday of every 
month, 9:00 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff 
Rob Whinnery, CED 
Jessie Birney, PT 
Amie Cline, PT 
Theresa Carducci, 
Temp 
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USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider 

FSA Signature Policy 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits.  The following are 
FSA signature guidelines: 
• A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minors’ signature and one from an eligible parent 

Note, by signing the applicable document, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for re-
funds, liquidated damages, etc 

• When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form, or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement.  Example - John W. Smith is on the 
form.  The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith.  Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as 
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc 

• FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures.  Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and re-
ceipt of FAXED information.   

.   
Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include: 

Promissory note 
Assignment of payment 
Joint payment authorization 
NAP actual production history and approved yield record 
Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 
Financing statement 
UCC financing statement 

• Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless 
written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office 

• Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or 
other similar entities 

• All members of a general partnership must sign for the general partnership unless an individual is authorized to act on the 
behalf of the general partnership and bind all members 

• Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that 
authority is provided to the county office 

• Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, join ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts shall consist of an indicator “by” 
or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

Foreign Owners Notification  
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within  90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government of-
fices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 

Appeal Process 

After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of the 
decision and options your can pursue if you disagree. 
Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for 
mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency. 
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