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 Farm Storage Facility Loans 
  
Storing crops on the farm can expand marketing options, add value, improve quality, and increase net profits 
from most crops produced on the farm.  This program can help producers add or increase storage capacity at a 
very low interest rate.     
  

 • Eligible commodities include grain crop harvested as grain or silage, hay, fruits and vegetables, and   
          renewable biomass storage. 
 • Must show a need for additional storage of the loan commodity. 
 • Loan terms can be 7, 10, or 12 years depending on the loan amount. 
 • Loan amounts are 85% of Net Cost of the facility. 
 • Maximum loan amount is now $500,000. 
 • Application fee increased to $100 per borrower. 
 • The facility must have a useful life of at least 15 years. 

 
The March 2012 interest rates start at 1.375%.  Details and provisions can be discussed as they pertain to the specific 
individual or operation by scheduling a time to stop by the office.   
 
New Continuous CRP Sign-up Option 
 
A new provision has been added under the continuous sign-up authority of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  
The provision known as the Highly Erodible Land Initiative will allow fields (whole or part) with an erodibility index (EI) 
of greater than 20 to be enrolled in CRP at any time.  Other than the EI, the basic requirements are the same as for the 
general sign-up.  The rental rate will be calculated in the same manner as the general sign-up and no payment incentives 
will be applied.   This option will allow marginal producing fields to be established to a wildlife cover in exchange for a 
guaranteed payment while increasing overall return on investment by removing these lower productive areas. 
 

GENERAL CRP SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 
    

A general sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) has been announced and began 
March 12 and will end April 6, 2012.  A general sign-up allows for whole fields to be offered for 
enrollment under this program.   Accepted offers will be effective for the 2013 program year 
which begins October 1, 2012.  Contracts will be 10 to 15 years in length depending on the 
practice to be established.  The rental rate is determined by the soils in the offered acreage.  Fifty 
percent cost share is available for establishing the approved cover. 
 
To be eligible, the land must: 

-have been owned for at least 12 months to meet the ownership provisions. 
-have been cropped 4 of the 6 year period of 2002 to 2007.  This can include  
 being cropped in a rotation with hay or in some cases grassland meeting the  
 seeding requirements will be considered as having crop history. 
-have a soil erosion index of 8 or greater. 

 
This sign-up will be a competitive process to accept the most cost effective offers to meet the 
program goals based on an environmental benefit index (EBI) score.  Various options are available 
to enhance and increase each offers environmental benefit index (EBI) score.  Anyone interested 
can call for details or schedule a time to stop in and discuss the program.   
 
2012 DCP/ACRE SIGN-UP 
 
The annual enrollment for the Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) program must be 
completed for the 2012 year by June 1, 2012.  The same deadline applies to anyone wanting to 
elect the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) options under this program.    
 
Budget and Limited Mailings for 2012 
 
With budget cuts for the 2012, we will not be able to mail as many newsletters as we would like.   
Therefore, this newsletter contains some information that would normally be mail later in the year.   
Please keep the insert of Date & Things to Remember for future reference.  As a result of the 
limited budget, USDA/FSA is implementing a Gov/Delivery system.  As a part of this process, we 
are asking producers of provide us with their email address if they have one.  This will allow for 
electronic notification of program information at no cost to the office. 
  
 



 
  

ANNUAL REMINDERS 
 

Special Accommodations - Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact our office. 
 
Power of Attorney - FSA has a required power of attorney form available for those who find it difficult to visit the 
county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., that enables the participant to designate another 
person to conduct his or her business at the office.  This can be done by completing an FSA-211, Power of Attorney.  The 
form is available at your local USDA Service Center or online at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/Forms/FSA0211-0211A_081217V02.pdf. 
 
Faxed Signatures - Certain faxed signatures shall be accepted for all applicable program forms or other documents 
approved for faxed signatures, if all other signature requirements are met.   
 
Bank Account Changes - Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank 
account. In order for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your account has 
been changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not 
aware of updates to your account and routing numbers. 
 
Controlled Substance - Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation 
could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  
Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants. 
 
Appeal Process - After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be 
sent a letter informing you of the decision and options your can pursue if you disagree.  Generally, program participants 
have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for mediation and 
finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency. 
 
Spousal Signature - A husband and wife may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit 
Corporation programs in which either has an interest.  This option is automatically available unless a written request for 
exclusion is made to the County Office from either spouse.  Exceptions include claim settlements and lien filings. 
 
Foreign Buyers Notification - The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign 
owners of U.S, agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture.  The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are 
required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in 
civil penalties of up to 25% of the fair market value of the property.  County government offices, realtors, attorneys and 
others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 
 
Conservation Compliance - Most USDA programs require compliance with sodbuster and swampbuster provisions. 
These provisions require producers to follow an approved conservation system on all highly erodible land planted to an 
annual crop as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  If new fields will be planted this year, stop by 
the office to verify all determinations are made to ensure program eligibility under these provisions. 
 
Swampbuster provisions state that converting a wetland to make possible the planting of a crop will result in the loss of all 
USDA benefits. To avoid this possibility, it is strongly recommended that producers check with NRCS before converting 
wetland areas to make possible the planting of a crop. 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING AND MINUTES REMINDER - The committee has set the second Thursday of the month 
as their regular meeting date starting at 9:00 a.m.  All meeting are held in the Jackson-Vinton USDA Service Center and 
are open to the public.  Should the meeting date be changed due to scheduling conflicts or canceled due to budget issues it 
will be posted on the bulletin board at the office.  Also regular session minutes are available for viewing at the office. 
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DATES & THINGS TO REMEMBER 
 

Keep for future reference 
 

April 6, 2012 CRP General Sign-up Number 43 Ends  
May 28, 2012 Office Closed for Memorial Day 
 
June 1, 2012 
 

-Final date to apply for 2010 SURE 
 
-Deadline for 2012 DCP sign-up 

June 5, 2012 Ending planting date for corn 
 
June 20, 2012 
 

-Final date to file for prevented planted credit on corn 
 
-Ending planting date for soybeans 

June 30, 2012 Final date to timely file acreage report for wheat and small 
grains 

July 4, 2012 Office Closed of Independence Day 
July 5, 2012 Final date to file for prevented planted credit on soybeans 
July 15, 2012 Final date to timely file 2012 crop reports for all crops and 

land use other than small grains 
NAP Acreage 
Reporting 
Deadline: 

• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or 
grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported 
 ( This provision always supersedes the final 
reporting date) 

• The established acreage reporting date: 
 small grain - June 30 
 all other crops - July 15  

As soon as NAP 
crop loss is 
apparent; Within 
15 days of damage 
becoming evident 

Final date to file a Notice of Loss for crops covered under 
NAP.  File a Notice of Loss (form CCC-576) within 15 days 
of crop damage from natural disaster, so the loss can be 
appraised and production counted before the crop is put to 
another use, abandoned, or destroyed. Producer must have 
valid CCC-471 on file in order to file Notice of Loss.  
Failure to timely file a notice of loss will result in 
ineligibility for NAP benefits. Contact the office for an 
appraisal to be completed PRIOR to destroying the crop or 
putting the crop to another use. You must certify the crop 
based on the original intended method of harvest. Once 
certified, the intended use cannot change. 

 
 
FARM RECONSTITUTIONS - For FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator under one farm serial number (FSN).  When changes in ownership or 
operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.   

 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by August 1 for 
farms enrolled in specific programs. 
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2010 SURE Deadline 
 
Producers have until June 1, 2012 to submit an application for payment under the 2010 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.  There are no provisions for late-file applications. Applications not 
filed by COB June 1, 2012, regardless of the reasons why, will not receive a payment because of lack of 
funding.  SURE provides financial assistance for crop production and or quality losses due to a natural disaster 
provided all crops were covered by Federal Crop Insurance or Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP). 
 
Farm Loan Programs 
 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are 
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are 
currently available.   Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to 
extend or renew your loan. 
 
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000.  This makes the maximum combination of direct and guaranteed 
loan indebtedness $1,514,000. 
 
Land Contract (LC) Guarantee Program - The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans through the Land Contract 
(LC) Guarantee Program.   The LC Guaranteed Loans will be offered to the owner of a farm who wishes to sell real estate 
through a land contract to a beginning farmer or a farmer who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group.   
 
A land contract is an installment contract between a buyer and a seller for the sale of real property, in which complete 
ownership of the property is not transferred until all payments under the contract have been made. 
 
Guarantees can be used for financing the purchase of a farm with a purchase price up to $500,000 on a new land contract.  
FSA offers two types of guarantees under this program. The seller may request either of the following: 
  

• Prompt Payment Guarantee: A guarantee of up to the amount of three amortized annual installments plus 
the cost of any related real estate taxes and insurance; or 

•  Standard Guarantee: A guarantee of 90 percent of the outstanding principal balance under the land 
contract. 

 
Loans for Socially Disadvantaged - FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production.  Loans are available for operating, purchasing, or improving farms.  While all qualified 
producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has targeted funding for members of Socially 
Disadvantaged Applicants.  A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to 
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities.  For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. 
 
Rural Youth Loans - The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business 
and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000. 

***************************************************** 
 Carl A Nelson, County Executive Director 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD).To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.” 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
Jackson – Vinton FSA Committee 
2026 Fairgreens Rd. 
Jackson, OH 45640 -9057 

Presort Standard 
Auto 

Postage & Fees Paid 
USDA-FSA 
Permit No. 3 


	Jackson-Vinton
	FSA
	RSVP

	GENERAL CRP SIGN-UP UNDERWAY
	Farm Service Agency

