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County Committee Elections
“FSA Counts on You"”

From June 15 through Aug,. 3, farmers and
ranchers can nominate eligible peers as candi-
dates for election to the Lorain County Farm Ser-
vice Agency County Committee. Since COC
elections happen only once a year, here is an elec-
tion refresher. For election purposes, counties are
divided into local administrative areas, or LAA's.
Each LAA selects one producer to serve a three-
year term on the Farm Service Agency county
committee.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-year
term is expiring. In counties with three LAA's,
one seat is up for election. In combined counties
in some years, two seats may be up for election.

An election will be held for the Lorain County

Committee position for LAA-2, which is com-

prised of the following townships: Brownhelm,
Sheffield, Sheffield Lake, Elyria, Avon, Avon

Lake, Amherst, Carlisle, North Ridgeville and

New Russia.

Any eligible person residing in one of these town-
ships who is interested in running for the County
Committee, or would like to nominate an individ-
ual to run for the County Committee, must com-
plete a nomination form. The nomination form
for County FSA Committee Election (FSA-669A)
is available at the county FSA office. You may
also go on-line and download the form from our
Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh .

The document is located under the "I Want To"
section on the right side of the screen.

Members of socially disadvantaged groups (a
group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their
identity as members of a group without regard to
their individual qualities) are strongly encouraged
to complete the Nomination Form for County
FSA Committee Election (FSA-669A) and nomi-
nate themselves or another eligible candidate,
Committee members make decisions on applica-
tions for federal farm program and disaster pay-
ments.

Talk to Theresa Johnson, County Executive Director at
(440) 326-5830 for details on the types of decisions
county committee members make, or visit the County
Committee Elections website to learn more about the
Election process and read over the fact sheets at: http://
www.fsa.usda govielections,

Remember, the nomination period runs June 15"
through August 3. The completed nomination form
must be returned to the county office by close of business
on Aug. 3 or postmarked by midnight Aug, 3, 2009 Bal-
lots will be mailed to eligible voters November 6™ and
must be returned by December 7, 2009. The elected Com-
mittee Member and Alternates will take office January 1,
2010.

Final Acreage Reporting Dates
Quickly Approaching

FSA reminds producers of the acreage reporting require-
ments that must be met prior to receiving program bene-
fits. If producers miss the acreage reporting deadline
dates, a late filing fee will be charged.

Producers are required to file an FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, certification for the farm by the June 30 dead-

line for small grams and by July 15 for all other crops crops
except small grains. To be considered timely, acreage
reports on crops (including dates planted) are due in the
county office by the earlier of June 30 for small grains
and July 15 for all other crops, or 15 calendar days before
the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage
being reported.

It is also very important that producers report crop losses,
including those insured under Federal Crop Insurance and
Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) within 15 days of
the date damage occurred or 15 days from the date dam-
age is apparent. Losses and or damages to crops must be
reported after each disaster occurrence and in a timely
manner to insure continued eligibility for benefits,

Please call the county office today for an appointment to
file the required FSA-578 certification report before the
deadline. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed and prevented planting
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of
programs. .



Grasslands Reserve Program

Grassland Reserve Program (GRT) assists landowners and
operators o protect grazing uses and related conservation
values by conserving and restoring grassland resources on
cligible private Tands. The GRP was revitalized as a part of
the 2008 Farm Bill with a goal of enrolling 1.2 miliion acres
nationwide. The 2009 deadline for accepling applications
for the GRP i June 26, 2009.

FSA and NRCS accept applications on 2 continuous basis;
however, ranking dates are established to evaluate and select
applications for current year fimding. Any applications re-
ceived after this date shall be loaded into the GRP applica-
tion softwave and stored wntil the next ranking period. Pro-
ducers not accepted during previous GRP sign-ups must re-
apply lo be considered for enrolliment.

Preference will b given to;

o Working grazing operations with an approved grazing
plan

»  Land that has been historically dominated by grassland
and provides habital for animal or plant populations of
significant ecological value

+  Land which containg historical or archeological re-
sources; and

+  Land expiring from the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) in Sept, 30, 2009,

Only landowners may vohuntarily apply for GRP casements,
Either awners or operators may voluntarily apply for GRP
vental contracts as long ay he operalor can provide proper
documents to show contral of rental acres during the entive
contract period. Participants must meet adjusted gross in-
come requirements, must be in conservation compliance and
cannot exceed the $30,000 payment lmitation,

Rental contracts may be for duration of 10 years, 13 years or
20 years and rental payiments vary by county and range from
$7.00 10 516.50 per acre per year of the contract. Easements
are pernanent and a payment is based on the geographic arca
rale cap of the land less the grazing value,

Inlerested landoewners and eperators should contast the
county office by June 26™ to find out more about enrolting in
the GRP or other Conservation programs.

Farm Reconstitutions

ALESA, farms are “constitzted™ 1o group all tracts having the
same owner and the same operator under one farm serial
number. When changes in cwnership or operation Lake
place, a farm reconstitition is necessary.

The reconstitution-—or recon--1s the process of combining
or dividing farms or tracts of land based ou the farming op-
eralion, Remember, o be effective for the currem year, re-
cons must be requested by August T for farms envolled in
specific programs.

Removing CCC Loan Collfataral and Main-
taining Grain Quality

Producers are reminded, if you have grain under Commadity
Credit Corporation foan it cannot be removed o disposed of
without prior county office stafl authorization or repayment.
The county office staf¥ may issue release authorizations based
on & telephone call or in person reguest when you are ready to
move the grain. A loan violation is subject 1o monetary and ad-
ministrative penaltics, such as repaying the Joan al principal
plus interest, liguidated damages, calling the loan and denial of
fature farm-stored loans and oan deficiency payments.

Al commedity Joans are sulject 1o spot check. Locking in a
market loan repayment rate is nol a marketing anthorization, 1
you are planning to move CCC loan grain, call the county of-
fice before you HAUL!

Since the swnmer heat will be here soon, producers should
keep an eye on the condition and quality of the stored grain,
Remerber to contact the FSA office if you notice changes in
the condition and quality of the stored grain,

New Commodity Loan Repayment Rates

Since April 15, 2009, FSA began using an improved and more
stable system im determining non-recowrse marketing assis
tance loan repayment rates and loan deficiency payment rates
for wheat, feed grains, pulse crops, oilseeds, wool, mohair and
honey. The new method reduces the effects daily market volatil-
ities have on loan repayment rates, and provides more certainty
for producers who have taken advantage of markeling assis-
tance loans or loan deficiency payinents.

The loan repayment rate may now be deterimined as the besser
of the loan rate plus interest and a rate based on: 1) average mar-
ket prices during the previous 30 days, or 2} an alternative
method the secretary may develop.

Beginning April 15, for wheat, com, grain sorghum, soybeans,
barley, vats, canola, laxseed and sunflower seed, the Commad-
ity Credit Corporation (CCC) detennines and publishes datly
Youn repayment rates based on the average market prices during
Ihe preceding 30 days. At the same time, CCC will announce
cach day a repayment rate based on the preceding five days. The
new method will replace tie corrent one, which is based on the
previous day's markel rates. The effective alternative repay-
nent rate will be the lower of cither the 30-day average or
the 5-day average.

The 30-day method will reflect a 30-day moving average of ali
terminal market prices for the crop, adjusted by he difference
between the applicable national loan rate and the county loan
rate. The 3-day method will reflect a 3-day moving average of
applicable terminal market prices adjusted by applicable county
differential and erminal adjustnents. This new Joan repayment
method will minimize potential forfeitures, accumulation of
CCC stocks, CCC storage costs, markel impediments and dis-
crepancies i benefits across state and county boundaries.




Foreign Investors Who Hold Agricultural
Land

Foreign investors, wha buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect in-
terest in U.S, agricuttural Jand must report their holdings and
transactions to the U8, Secretary of Agriculture. Failure to
thnety file an accurate report can result in a penalty with fines
up to 25 pereent of the fair market value of the agriculiural land,
Foreign persons whe are biying or selling land must report the
transaction within %0 days of the date of the trapsaction,
Who Must Report:

Individuals who arg not U.S. citizens or citizens of the Northern
Mariana Islands or the Trust Tervitory of the Pacific Islands;
Individuals who are not lawfully admitted to the U.S. for perma-
nent residence or who ave nol paroled into the U.S, wder (he
Inunigration and Nationality Act;

Any organization created under Jaws of a foreign government or
which has located its principle place of business outside the
u.s,;

Any ULS. organization in which a significant interest or substan-
tial control is direetly or indirectly held by foreign individuals,
organizations or governments; and

Any foreign govenments,

What to Report;

Fach tract of agrieultiral fand in the U.S,, its temitories, the
Northern Mariana Islands and the Trust Tesvitories of e Pacific
Islands owned by persons required o report; and

Leasehalds of 10 years or more.

USDA designated the FSA 10 colleet the AFIDA veport forms.
Individuals wanting to obtain an AFIDA report form {FSA-153)
may do so from any FSA county office, however, the completed
form must be returned 1o the FSA counly office whete the land
or where the programs are adwinisiered. The (FSA-133) is
availabie in both English and Spanish ranslations. You can
also go on-line and dewnload the form at: hup#?
forms.sc.opovusda goviefcommoniclileServices/Forms/

AD1S3 01052402 pdl .

Upcoming June Agricultural Survey

The June Agricultaral Survey {also knowa as the Crops/Stacks
Survey) is the one of the most important strveys conducled
cach year by USDA's National Agriculeral Statistics Service
(NASS). It provides the first clear indication of the potential
preduction aud supply of major commodities, including those
from biotech varietics, for the year,

Interviewers will be contacting approximately 4,000 Ohio farm-
ers by phone, mail and/or personal interview. NASS will be
contacting local farmers between the end of May and mid July.

The information cellected abont specific commadities varies
somewhat from state to state, however, all participating produc-
ers will be asked 1o provide information on their towal acres,
acres planted Lo specific commodities, and quantities of grains
andl eilseeds stored on-far.

1f you would like more information abowt the survey, please
call NASS at (614) 728-2100.

Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE) & DCP

Sign-up for the 2009 Direct & Counter-cyclical Progrim
{DCP) and the ACRLE program have been announced & wil}
continue through August 14, 2009.

To give preducers an oplion in Hicu of raditional price-based
counter-cyclical payments under DCP, the ACRE program
was created in the 2008 Farm Bill, Producers may clecl to
croll in ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if they have al-
ready accepled advance direct payments under DCP.

The ACRE program is a revenue-based optiont which pro-
vides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee,
based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-
yeur national average price. ACRE payments are made
when both state and farm-leve] triggers are met.Progducers
who elect the ACRE program for a farim agree to:
+  forgo counter-cyclical payments;
+ accepl a 20-percent reduction in direct payments;
and
* accept a 30-percent reduction in loan rates for all
commoditics produced on the fann,

To elect ACRE for a farm, producers must complete a CCC-
S09ACRLE, which irrevocably elects ACRIE for the farm
through crop year 2012, Also, all land owners must sign the
clection form. The ACRE signup involves a two step proc-
(5
1. Run out the ACRE Eleetion form for all owners 1o sign
2. After all signatures are received, ran out an ACRE Con-
wract for pperator to sign.

NOTI: Neither Counter-cyclical nor ACRE payments arg
guaranteed. Counter-cyclical payments are conlingent on
national average market prices and ACRE payments are con-
tingent on 4 farm’s revenue, both of which are not known at
the time of signup, Therefore it is not possible 1o predeter-
mine which program is most beneficial. It is important for
cach producer Lo tescarch the benefits of ACRE.

To aid you in yowr decision process, detatled ACRE infor-
mation packets are available at the county office. We also
have an ACRE spreadsheet (hat we can customize for your
specific farm. Please call Jessika at the office if you would
Tike to sit down and review your farm. Preducers are en-
couraged to check oul ACRE caleulators available from vari-
ous universities and agricultral services. Mare information
on ACRE, including an ACRE caleulator is available online
at hupafwwa.fiausdagoviden,

Contact the counly office today for an appointient to sipn
your DCP and/or ACRE contracts before the August 14
deadline. No tate-filed applications will be accepted.
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Prates to Rentember
Our monthly nowsltetter is also available at June 30 Final certification date for smail prains.
www fsausda govioh, Once on the homepage, look on Indcpendence Day Holiday. FSA
the left side under “browse by subject” and click on luiy 3 Offices Closed.
“newsleners™, This siwe also provides recent news re- Final cenification date for all crops exeapt
icascs, tmportant dates to rementber & program infor- Tuty 15

smal} prains.
LRI

nation. Au. ] Final date wo request farm reconstitution
d for eurrent fiscal year.
Aug. 3 Last day to fife County Commitlee

Nomination forms.
Sign-up Deadline for DCP and ACRE

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% Aug. 14 Programs.

Travm Operating Loans 2.250% LConlinues Farm Storage Facilily Loan Program.
Farm Ownership Loan: 4.250% Continues Continuous CRP.

FFarm Ownership Loans — Beghming s

Farmer Down Paymenl 1.500%

Emergency Loans 3.750%

Fana Sloxl‘ugc Fucility L.oans LEL% Visit our website al: waww. fsa.usda . pov/oh
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.500%




