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Voting for County Committee Begins

Ballots for the 2010 Lorain County FSA Committee election for Local Administrative Area (LAA) #3
were mailed to eligible voters on November 5, 2010. The LAA includes the townships of; Columbia,
Eaton, Grafton, Penfield and Lagrange. Voters must complete their ballots and return them to the Farm
Service Agency county office by the close of business on December 6, 2010. If mailed, ballots must be

postmarked by midnight December 6™.

The candidates in this year’s election are: Kathy Duplaga and Ron Pickworth

Duplaga and her husband, Brian, farm an 800 acre cash grain operation of soybeans, corn, wheat, and hay
in Lagrange Township. They also raise limousine beef cattle.

Pickworth and his wife, Judy, farm about 300 acres of corn, soybeans, hay and wheat in LaGrange Town-

ship. They also raise beef cattle.

Eligible voters in LAA #3 who have not received a
ballot should contact the county office.

Voter Requirements Persons meeting requirements
in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote:

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a
farm or ranch as either of the following: an
owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, or a
partner in a general partnership or member of a
joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an
owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and con-
ducts the farming operations on an entire farm;
and

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is
provided by law, regardless of the status of fund-
ing.

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be de-
nied the right to vote because of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation or marital or family status.

NAP Deadline

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic
loss of production or prevented planting of an eligi-
ble crop by providing coverage equivalent to FCIC
catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits

NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural
commodity, except livestock, for which CAT
insurance is not available.

The application and service fee deadline for the
2011 NAP coverage on Apples, Asparagus, Blue-
berries, Caneberries, Cherries, Chestnuts, Forage
for Hay and Pasture, Grapes, Nectarines,
Peaches, Pears, Plums, Strawberries, Honey and
Maple Syrup is Nov. 20, 2010 in Ohio.

Producers who already have coverage on 2010
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on
the same crop or crops for 2011, if the applicable
service fee is submitted by Nov. 20, 2010. A
new CCC-471, application for coverage is not
required to be signed when applying for continu-
ous coverage of the same crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or
changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471
with signatures and pay the applicable service
fee. The service fee is $250 per crop per county
or $750 per producer per county. The fee cannot
exceed a total of $1875 per producer with farm-
ing interest in multiple counties.

NAP coverage is only available for crops not
covered under the Federal Crop Insurance pro-
gram. Producers are reminded about the need for
insurance coverage on crops in order


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�

to remain eligible for the agency’s Disaster Assis-
tance Programs such as SURE, LFP, TAP, and
ELAP. Producers must purchase at least catastrophic
(CAT) level of insurance for all insurable crops and
producers must apply for coverage before a disaster
strikes.

Producers with NAP coverage must remember to
complete the following to remain eligible for NAP
benefits:

¢ Timely file acreage reports and keep track of har-
vested production using acceptable methods. For
example, bale weights or other means of deter-
mining quantities of hay are required.

e File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a
loss is apparent, so the loss can be appraised and
production counted before the crop is put to an-
other use, abandoned or destroyed.

For more information on NAP coverage, please con-
tact your local FSA office.

CCC-927 or CCC-928 Must Be Sent
To IRS

Producers who participated in 2009 or 2010 programs
subject to adjusted gross income limitations (AGI)
had to certify compliance with AGI rules. The aver-
age AGI verification process for 2009 and 2010 pay-
ment eligibility requires all program participants to
provide written consent to IRS for the disclosure of
certain information to FSA.

On October 6, 2010, a letter was mailed to producers
who have not submitted:

e (CCC-927: “Consent to Disclosure of Tax Infor-
mation-Individual Form”

e (CC(C-928: “Consent to Disclosure of Tax Infor-
mation-Legal Entity form”

Individuals and legal entities, including members of
legal entities, that certified to average AGI compli-
ance for 2009 and/or 2010 payment eligibility must
submit a completed CCC-927 or CCC-928 to IRS
regardless of whether they received program benefits
directly or as a member of a joint operation or entity.

These forms must be submitted to IRS in order to
avoid a demand for refund of program payments and
benefits received.

Unauthorized Disposition of Loaned
Grain

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, sell-
ing or any other form of disposal without prior written
authorization from the county office staff, it is consid-
ered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties
for unauthorized dispositions are severe. Additionally,
producer could be subject to criminal prosecution under
federal law. Always call the office before any grain
under loan is fed or sold.

Changing Banks

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your
payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically
transferred into your bank account, if we are not aware
of changes to your account and routing numbers, there
could be problems. In order to make timely payments,
you need to notify the office if you close your account
or if another financial institution purchases your bank.
It is important that any changes in producer’s account
such as type account, bank mergers, routing number or
account numbers, be provided to the county office
promptly to avoid possible payment delay.

FSA Conservation Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes and guarantees
conservation loans on farms to help conserve our natu-
ral resources. The Conservation Loan (CL) Program
provides farmers with the credit necessary to implement
conservation measures on their land.

The direct CLs loan limit is up to $300,000 and guaran-
teed CLs up to $1,119,000 (amount adjusted for infla-
tion), may be available by ap-plying with lenders work-
ing with FSA to obtain a guarantee.

Applicants will work with Natural Resources and Con-
servation Service (NRCS) Staff to develop a conserva-
tion plan. Conservation practices must be approved by
NRCS before FSA can provide financing. Examples of
conservation practices include installation of conserva-
tion structures; establish-ment of forest cover; installa-
tion of water conservation measures; establishment or
improvement of permanent pastures; transitioning to
organic production; manure management, including
manure digestion systems; etc.

For more information on the Conservation Loan pro-
gram, contact the FSA office to setup an appointment
with Chandra French, Farm Loan Officer.



Paper Check Conversion (PCC)-
Over the Counter (PCC —OTC)

Over the next year, FSA/CCC is moving toward an
electronic method for processing producers’ checks.
This will allow FSA/CCC to process collections faster.
When producers present checks, either in person or
through the mail, the checks will be converted into an
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds will be
debited from the producer’s account, usually within 24
hours of receipt. Please see the U.S. Department of
Treasury legal notices posted in the Service Center or
visit the following U.S. Department of Treasury Inter-
net site for detailed information:

https://www.pccote.gov/pecote/pec/usingpec/Legal%
20Notices/legalnotices.htm

Note: FSA/CCC will begin this process in the coming
months.

What is PCC - OTC?

PCC — OTC is a process for converting paper checks
presented to FSA into electronic debits to the
producer’s bank account. It presents many benefits,
such as reducing lost/misplaced checks and paper
handling. This improves customer relations, speeds the
check clearing process, and reduces the potential for
human error.

How will my checks be handled?

If the check is presented in person, the check will be
scanned into the system, voided, and stamped with the
words, “Electronically Processed” or “Electronically
Presented” and the voided check will be returned to the
customer.

If the check is mailed to FSA, the check will be
scanned into the system and voided. The customer will
not receive the check back from FSA. FSA will hold
checks for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the
item was successfully processed, and then FSA will
shred the check.

How quickly will funds be transferred from my ac-
count?

The transfer of funds from your account could occur
within 24 hours. Therefore, you should be sure that you
have sufficient funds in your account to process the
transaction. If you do not have sufficient funds, we may
initiate the transaction again.

How will this transaction appear on my account
statement?

The transfer of funds will be reflected on your account
statement. The transaction may be recorded in a differ-
ent place on your statement than where your checks
normally appear, such as under “other withdrawals” or
“other transactions”.

What are my rights if there is a problem with the
transaction?

You have protections under Federal law for an unauthor-
ized electronic fund transfer from your account. You
should contact your financial institution immediately if
you believe that the transaction reported on your account
statement was not properly authorized or is otherwise
incorrect.

FSA Financial Services Website

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) Financial Services web-
site allows producers to generate reports that show both
current and historical financial information.

Registered producers may view summary and detail infor-
mation about specific payments, collections, outstanding
debt (excluding loans) and CCC-1099-G. Registered pro-
ducers may enter their own information to assign a pay-
ment to a third party, request that a payment be made
jointly to the producer and a third party, or route their pro-
gram payments to their account at a financial institution.

Currently, individual producers who have Internet access
and have registered for e-authentication Level 2 may use
the FSA Financial Inquiries website. Producers may sign-
up for an e-authentication Level 2 Account on the
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov website.

Below are the steps needed to obtain an e-authentication

Level 2 Account.

e To obtain a Level 2 Account you must complete a cus-
tomer profile and submit it online.

o After submitting your customer profile, you will re-
ceive a confirmation email, and you must respond to it
within 7 days to activate your account.

e Then you must complete the “Identity Proofing” proc-
ess by visiting a local USDA Service Center and pre-
sent a photo ID, such as your Driver’s License.

The Financial Management Information webpage is http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/fmi, and brochures are available at the
county office.

Marketing Assistance Loans

A Marketing Assistance Loan is an economic way to
make your grain work for you while it sits in your bin. To
be eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial
interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the
date the loan is repaid or Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) takes title to the commodity. Beneficial interest
means retaining the ability to make decisions about the
commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the com-
modity; and title to the commodity. Once beneficial inter-
est in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for
loan .
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The loan term is nine months. Interest rates are deter- Dates to Remember

mined in the month of loan approval and are fixed un- County committee ballots mailed to
til January 1, when the loan will assume the January Nov.5 voters.

rate for the remaining months. Commodity loan eligi- Veterans Day Holiday. FSA Offices
bility also requires compliance with conservation and Nov. 11 Closed.

wetland protection requirements; acreage reporting, Last day to apply for NAP coverage
and ensuring that the commodity meets CCC mini- for asparagus, blueberries, caneber-
mum grade and quality standards. For commodities to  |{nov. 20 ries, cherries, chestnuts, forage for
be eligible they must have been produced by an eligi- hay and pasture, grapes, nectarines,

peaches, pears, plums, strawberries,
honey and maple syrup.
Thanksgiving Day Holiday. FSA
Offices Closed.

Last day to return voted

ble producer, be in existence and in a storable condi-
tion and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses
as determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity  |Nov. 25
in farm storage must be maintained throughout the

term of the loan. Dec. 6 Ballots in county committee election.
. Christmas Day Holiday. FSA Offices

Commodity loans are a good way to generate cash Dec. 24 Closed. Y Y

ﬂow while maintaining your crop to sell, feed or.de— New Year's Day Holiday. FSA Of-

liver at a later date. Contact our office for more infor-  |Dec. 31 fices Closed.

mation on the MAL program. Elected Committee Members and

Jan. 1 alternates take office.

Lorain County Crop Loan Rates:

Continues |Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.

Corn $1.97/bu. : :
Soybeans $5.06/bu. Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve
Wheat $1.81/bu. program.

November CCC loan interest rate: 1.250%

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at
(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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