NEWSLETT

1100 E. Center Street

Marion County Farm Service Agency Marion, OH 43302

Phone: 740-387-1315
June 1, 2011 Deadline for DCP and ACRE Sign Up
Fax:  740-383-3427
Enroliment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) and the
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program will continue through June 1, 2011.
All producers whose combined shares total 100 percent on the CCC-509, ACRE or
DCP contract, must have a signature on the contract by June 1, 2011. Producers can

Hours:

Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30

sign up online (see page 3 for more information on how to set up an online account) County Committee
or call the office to schedule an appointment to complete their 2011 DCP or ACRE
contract. Dale Snyder, President

USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment
yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2011, eligible producers may
request advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. David Hunsicker, Member

Producers who are eligible for the DCP Program are also eligible to enroll in the
ACRE Program. The ACRE program is an alternative to the traditional DCP program

Paul Schweinfurth, Vice
Pres.

Peggy Hafer, Minority

2011

that provides a safety net based on revenue losses and takes the place of the Advisor
counter-cyclical payments in the DCP program. Staff
Reporting Crop Acreage Beverly Baker, PT

. . Dawn Crum, PT
Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs. For

crops other than Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) crops, acre- Adele Bader, PT
age reports are to be certified by the June 30 deadline on small grains and a July
15 deadline on all other crops.

Gary Hite, Field Reporter

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance may be paid are due in Molly Brock, CED
the county office by the earlier of June 30 for small grains and July 15 for all other
crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop Waebsites:

acreage being reported. Producers are encouraged to visit the Marion County FSA

office to file the required FSA-578 certification report before the deadline dates expire. | FSA:
Please remember that filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land

uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss

of benefits for a variety of programs. USDA:

April

www.fsa.usda.gov

Wetland and Highly Erodible Land Conservation Compliance . usda.gov

NRCS:

Farm Service Agency programs require compliance with wetland and highly WWW.nrcs.usda.qov
erodible land conservation (sodbuster and swampbuster) provisions. These provi-
sions require producers to follow an approved conservation system on all
highly erodible land planted to an annual crop as determined by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

Inside this issue:

Be sure to have determinations made on any new land you 2010 ACRE Production Reports
plan to plant to annual crops.
Swampbuster provisions state that converting a wetland to Conservation Notes
make possible the planting of a crop will result in the loss of all USDA Molly Brock, new CED for Marion County

benefits. To avoid this possibility it is strongly recommended that pro-
ducers check with NRCS before clearing trees, fixing tile, or in-
stalling tile in the fields. Important Dates

Adjusted Gross Income, Actively Engaged



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
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Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted”
to group all tracts having the
same owner and the same op-
erator under one farm serial
number. When changes in
ownership or operation take
place, a farm reconstitution is
necessary. If an owner or op-
erator can not agree about pro-
gram participation, like in the
case of the new ACRE pro-
gram, then producers should
inquire about a reconstitution of
the farm at the local FSA office.
The reconstitution—or recon—
is the process of combining or
dividing farms or tracts of land
based on the farming operation.
Remember, to be effective for
the current year, recons must
be requested by Auqust 2,
2011 for farms enrolled in spe-
cific programs.

Removing CCC Loan
Collateral

Producers are reminded, if you
have grain under Commodity
Credit Corporation loan it can-
not be removed or disposed of
without prior county office staff
authorization or repayment.
The county office staff may is-
sue release authorizations
based on a telephone or in per-
son request when you are
ready to move the grain. A loan
violation is subject to monetary
and administrative penalties,
such as repaying the loan at
principal plus interest, liqui-
dated damages, calling the loan
and denial of future farm-stored
loans and loan deficiency pay-
ments.

All commodity loans are subject
to spot check. Locking in a mar-
ket loan repayment rate is not a
marketing authorization. If you
are planning to move CCC loan
grain, call the county office
staff, before you HAUL!
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2010 ACRE Program Production Reports

Producers that participated in the ACRE program for 2010 are required to re-
port 2010 production to be used to compute 2010 ACRE payments, if applicable, and
2011 benchmark farm yields. The reporting deadline date for 2010 production reports
is July 15, 2011 for small grains and other crops. Production reports may be submit-
ted by the 2010 crop year operator, owner or other producer with an interest in the re-
ported acreage. Failure to file a production report (FSA-658) for a farm enrolled in
ACRE will result in the farm’s producers being ineligible for any ACRE contract pay-
ments and the actual yield used to determine future benchmark farm yields will be
zero.

Conservation Notes

CRP General Sign-Up

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is offering a
general sign-up through April 15, 2011. During the sign-up period, \V\y
farmers and landowners may offer eligible land for CRP's competi-
tive general sign-up at their county Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office.

Landowners enrolled in the CRP program receive annual
rental payments and cost-share assistance to establish long-term,
resource conserving covers on eligible farmland. Land that is not
currently enrolled in CRP can be offered during sign-up if all eligibility requirements
are met. CRP participants with contracts expiring this fall can make new contract of-
fers during the sign-up period. Contracts awarded during this general sign-up will be-
come effective October 1, 2011.

FSA will evaluate and rank eligible CRP offers using an Environmental Bene-
fits Index (EBI) that shows the environmental benefits to be gained from enrolling the
land in CRP. The EBI consists of five environmental factors (wildlife, water, soil, air
and enduring benefits) and cost. Decisions on the EBI cutoff will be made after the
sign-up ends and after analyzing the EBI data of all the offers.

CREP, SAFE & Continuous CRP Available

Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP), Conservation Reserve Program State Acres For
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) and Continuous CRP are eligible for enroliment. These
targeted programs remain funded, and continue to provide a heightened environ-
mental benefit on select areas. Call or stop in the office to find out if your land could
be improved for water quality or wildlife by establishment of a CRP conservation prac-
tice tailored to your farm’s landscape.

Adjusted Gross Income

USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to establish an electronic information exchange process for verifying compliance
with the adjusted gross income (AGl) provisions for farm programs. Written consent
will be required from each producer or payment recipient for the tax review process.
No actual tax data will be included in the report that IRS sends to FSA.

The agreement ensures that payments are not issued to producers whose AGI
exceeds certain limits. The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm aver-
age AGI for commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average AGI for direct
payments; and $1 million nonfarm average AGI for conservation programs.

Participants in CCC programs subject to average AGI rules must submit form
CCC-927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue Service
by June 15 to avoid interruption of program benefits.




Molly Brock Chosen as New CED for Marion
County FSA

Molly Brock has been selected as the County Executive Director (CED)
for the Marion County FSA office. Molly began her new duties on Mar. 21, 2011.

Molly graduated from Purdue University in 2003, with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Agricultural Communication with a minor in Communication. After graduation,
Molly accepted a post graduate internship with Purdue University in the Department of
Agricultural Communication. Later that year, she began to work as a temporary Writer
and Web Editor with Purdue University in the Department of Agricultural Communica-
tion. Molly developed content and navigation for a Communication Resource website
for Purdue Extension staff. She also prepared news releases for the College of Agricul-
ture and Purdue Extension and wrote feature articles for department periodicals.

In 2005, Molly began to work for Univertical Corporation in Angola, Ind. as a
Marketing Coordinator. She developed and edited a new website for Univertical Corpo-
ration. She was also responsible for editing sales literature that focused on key prod-
ucts and services as well as preparing monthly sales spreadsheets and graphs.

In 2006, Molly accepted a position with FSA as a Program Technician for Mar-
shall County, in Plymouth, Indiana. She administered the Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP), Payment Limitation (PL), Common Management (CM) and Compli-
ance Programs (CP).

Wanting to return to Ohio, Molly applied and was selected into the County Op-
erations Trainee (COT) program in 2009. She traveled throughout the state to study
FSA programs and learn county office operations. After completing the formal COT
training program, Molly was stationed at the Ohio FSA State office and in various
County offices where she continued to learn from the FSA County office employees. In
March 2011, Molly was chosen by the Marion County committee to serve as CED.
Molly looks forward to serving the Marion County producers.

Molly is from South Charleston, Ohio where she grew up on a grain and live-
stock farm. She is looking forward to relocating to Marion and becoming an active
member of the community.

Actively Engaged

USDA has amended the rules that govern the requirements to be 'actively en-
gaged' in farming. These rules apply to eligibility for payments under DCP or ACRE pro-
grams administered by FSA.

Normally the stockholder or a member of a legal entity must make contributions
of active personal labor and/or active personal management for the farming operation.
The contributions are to be performed on regular basis, must be identifiable, and sepa-
rate from the contributions of others.

The exception to this rule for a stockholder or member of a legal entity only oc-
curs when both of the following apply:

e Atleast half of the interest in the legal entity is held by stockholders or members
who are providing active personal labor or active personal management; and

e The total direct payments received by the legal entity and each of the members
can’t exceed $40,000.

Livestock Programs Available

Several programs are available to assist livestock producers who are dealing
with problems caused by the winter weather. Producers should document the number
and kind of livestock that have died as a direct result of these winter storms. Some pro-
grams provide assistance for extra costs incurred for providing and transporting feed
during disaster situations.

Programs include Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and the Emergency As-
sistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). For live-
stock death losses to be eligible under LIP, producers must file a notice of loss with their
local FSA office within 30 calendar days from when the loss is apparent to the producer.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that
FSA payments be electronically
transferred into your bank ac-
count. In order for timely pay-
ments to be made, you need to
notify the FSA county office if
your account has been
changed or if another financial
institution purchases your bank.
Payments can be delayed if the
FSA office is not aware of up-
dates to your account and rout-
ing numbers.

Change in Farming
Operation

Producers are reminded to con-
tact the FSA office to report any
change in a farming operation
so that records can be kept
current and accurate. This in-
cludes but is not limited to farm
ownership changes, farm op-
erator change, address
changes, tax identification num-
ber, and agricultural uses.
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USDA Electronic
Services

Producers can conduct some
business with the Farm Service
Agency electronically. Produc-
ers must first create an account
at:
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov
Producers will receive an e-mail
confirmation within 1 hour.
Within the e-mail producers
must click on a prompt to acti-
vate the account; then, within
seven days, present a valid
photo ID to the local FSA office
to upgrade to a Level 2 ac-
count. A Level 2 account will
allow access to all of USDA’s
available e-Gov applications
including e-LDP, e-DCP, cus-
tomer statement, payment and
refund reports.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

April 15 Final date to submit offer for CRP general sign up.
May 30 Memorial Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.
May 31 Deadline to apply for 2010 commodity loans and LDP's on feed grains, soybeans, pulse crops.
June 1 Deadline to sign-up for 2011 ACRE and Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program.
June 15 County Committee Nomination period begins.
June 15 Deadline to submit the CCC-927 and CCC-928 consent forms to the IRS.
June 30 Final certification date for small grains.
July 4 Independence Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.
July 15 Final certification date for all crops except small grains.
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan Program, Continuous Conservation Reserve Program

USDA to Resolve Discrimination Claims of Hispanic and Women Farmers

As part of continued efforts to close the chapter on allegations that discrimination occurred at USDA in past decades, Agricul-
ture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced the establishment of a process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farmers and
ranchers who assert that they were discriminated against when seeking USDA farm loans.

The claims process offers a streamlined alternative to litigation and provides at least $1.33 billion in compensation, plus up to
$160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers. This announcement follows the Obama Admini-
stration's settlement of longstanding litigation brought by African American farmers and Native American farmers.

In conjunction with this announcement, USDA is launching an outreach effort to potential claimants that will include a call cen-
ter for farmers and ranchers, a website, public service announcements, and in-person meetings around the country. Individuals inter-
ested in participating in the claims process may register to receive a claims package, or may obtain more information, by visiting
www.farmerclaims.gov. Beginning February 25, 2011, individuals can register to receive a claims package by calling the Farmer and
Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-4429. USDA cannot provide legal advice to potential claimants. L.
Persons seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal services provider. @ Ask to join our

e-mail list to
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, receive this
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual lett
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any —— news e_ er
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative electronically
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center

at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136

(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 4
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